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P me. entreat my. lovely girl not to TO. 


SE 
L dated from, this Place! Yet et 


her tender heart to be too much affectel 
at hearing of the ſudden and iu 
_ .difirefs, [which at * . e ee 


her unhappy Meliora. 112 525 un 
2A Vor. 1. N 8 Tou 


17 


2 _, HISTORY OF 


Tou are no ftranger to the real reluc- 
takce 1 felt when I was hurried from you 
ſo precipitately, the laſt time I was per- 
muted to viſit Kmghtly-Court.----How 
did my throbbing ſom then beat at 
every parting ſtep?---Hobw * frequently 
did I turn my wandering eyes, and fix 
2 on that ſpot where I had ex 
eee 1 till at laſt by 
1 L löſt ſie ight of the plealing 
d. IE: O- how... ſhall I 
writs the dire diſtreſs! ended all my 
happineſs; nor do 1 believe there is a 
wretch now exiſting more miſerable than 
| MOVES. ö 


| You le 1 v. E for to dttnd Wie 
nuptials of my | ſiſter; and, tho# not a 
-rfacck agreeable to my ſentiments, I 
"thought, as I was ſome. years younger, 
I had ne fight to dffpiite' ber -choiee; 
full of theſe +efleftions; I found myſelf 
at Herbert Hall; whilſt my whole heatt 
remained at a er BL 
5 94 3 | 


; 7 
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As 1 entered the avenue, I obſerved 

a ſervant in great confuſion coming to- 
wards nie; I failed not to enquire eager- 
ly for my ſiſter, when he rephed, with 
an unmannerly look; ſhe was from home. 
---Surpriſed at ſo unexpected an anfwer, 
and vexed at not finding her with open 
arms to receive me, I ventured to enter 
the hall; when Jenny came running, 


half out 5 breath, with the deepelt - | 


diſtreſs in her looks -that I almoſt 
dreaded to enquire the cauſe, when ſhe 
ſpared me the trouble, by telling me my 
fliſter was gone to Lord Eafy's, in the 
greateſt diſorder imaginable; owing to 
an account ſhe had lately heard of Mr. 
Padftow's renewing his addreſſes to me 
whilſt at Knightly- Court. Struck with 
amazement, I let her proceed, without 
once endeavouring to interrupt her: And 
now, Madam, continued ſhe, with the 
utmoſt grief do I ſpeak it, you ate im- 
mediately to accept of Mr. Foxchaſe as 
a band or be carried directly to your 

| B 2 aunt 


cChaiſe is now ready, therefore you muſt 
5 tively declares ſhe will not enter theſe 


or the other; but, added ſhe, ſhould 
you prefer Mr. Foxchaſe, ſhe will im- 


2 e * . 
| in'this dreadful ſituation ? Lou well know 
the great averſion I have ever taken to 


of accepting that man for my huſband, 
whom of all others 1 deteſted; and the 


cet dr. ter a. A 


and believe I looked more like a ſtatue 
than any thing living; when, unable · 
any longer to bear the tormenting con- 
flicts which overwhelmed my breaſt, I 
* ſudden faintneſs ſeize me; Jenny 


1 
6 
- 
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aunt Montague's, at M-----Caſtle; the 
inſtantly determine, as my Lady poſi- 
walls, till you have made choice of one 


mediately repair home, and 2 8 o 


- What! . Sake Lavinia, bee 1 1 4% 


Mr. Foxchaſe; nor could I now think 


being with a woman of my aunt's haugh- 
ty difpoſition, is a circumſtance: almoſt 
as dręadful. I ſtood immoveably fixed, 


—ͤ— | 


obſerved it, and ran to fetch ſome hart- 
ſnorn and water for my relief: a friendly 
ſopha being near at hand, prevented my 
falling to the ground, and before her re- 
turn a kind ſhower of tears had relieved 
my, almoſt, burſting boſom.---At this 
inſtant, who ſhould appear before wr 
but that hated wretch Foxchaſe; I 
thought never any thing looked more 
horrible; he-accoſted me with an air f 
uncommon aſſurance, told me, faith he 
was glad to ſee me, on his foul I might 
believe him, he eee 
for me in the world, and when I was his, 
which he hoped would be in leſs than 
an hour, he ſnhould prefer me to every 
thing, even to his dear fox-hounds. 
liſtened to this indelicate diſcourſe with- 
out interruption, otherwiſe than by glan- 
eing at him a ſarcaſtic: look filled 'with 
indignation; at laſt he pulled from his 
pocket the-ring and licenſe, and, with a 
ſuperlative ele of brutality, ſtrutting 
air the room, ſeated himſelf by me, 
HE . and 
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and taking one of my hands, which I en- 
deavoured to with-hold from him, he 


aſked me, with an affected tenderneſs, - 
or rather whine, the cauſe of my ſhyneſs, 
declared he had no other view but to 
ſerve me, and would ever make it his 
ſtudy to promote my happineſs; at the 
ſame time uſing every method to put the 
ring on my finger, while T ſtruggled, as 
much as lay in my power, to get my hand 
from him; when he, reſuming his wonted 
manner, pronounced, with a ſhocking 
oath, I was more unruly chan the moſt 
unmanaged horſe he was ever in poſſeſ- 
ſion of; however, he doubted not but 
| 1 ſhould be ef a different way of think- 
g after he had trained me at Yioar- 
Hal for ſome time. 


Vicding my ſullenneſs had no effect 
on him, I now conjured him by all that 
was good and kind to*think no farther 
of me, for that T never would be his, 
was my fixed reſolution, When ſtarting 

| from 
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from his! ſeat, wich a logk eruly ſavage, 

Zounds, Madam, ſaid he, not. all the 
powers on earth {hall tear yen frm me, 
nor will I give you up on ady conſider- 
ation: I have your ſiſter's conſent 0 

marry you immediately, for which pur- 
poſe 1 have à clergyman now. in the 
houſe : upon hearing this, I could nos 
brought Jenny to my aſſiſtance, When 
the found me in che arms of this ruffian; 
who held me faſt, that I might not make 
my eſcape on her opening the door : ths 
poor creature Vas terrified to death at 
ſeeing me in this ſituation, and her im- 
patient looks ſeemed cager to know ths 
cauſe. I told her I would immediately 
let out for my aunt's, being determined 
to quit a place now grown ſo hateful to 


The monſter did every thing in his 
power to diſſuade me from this reſolu- 
tion; however, I was reſolved to ſuffer 

B 4 any 
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any hardſhip rather than be his.---He 


told me no diſtance, or place, ſhould 
ſecure me from him, and that he would 
at all events purſue me to the end of 


the world. 


I repreſented to him how unjuſt and 
unmanly it was to delight in tormenting 
one, who never wiſhed him ill, and whom 
he could only blame for - refuſing to 
give her hand, unaccompanied with her 


heart: on this a ſervant entered to ac- 


quaint me the chaiſe was ready; on look- 
ing in his face, I faw it was the fame 
inſolent fellow whom I met in the 
court 1 aſked him who was to be 
my guide; he anſwered, his Lady had 
ordered him to attend me. I then de- 
fired to ſee Jenny; but this was re- 
fuſed, as ſhe was ſtrictly commanded, 
not to ſee my departure, from a ſup- 
poſition” that the poor creature might 


have ſhed a friendly tear at behold- 


ing my ſufferings, which were much 
* | heightned, 
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heightned, when I heard Mr. Foxchace 
declare, that, notwithſtanding: he was 
that evening engaged with a party of 
choice-ſpirited bloods, the devil take him 
if he would not accompany me. 


It was now impoſſible to with-hold 
my reſentment, therefore, aſſuming a 
moſt contumelious look, I loudly de- 
clared my ſole view in quitting a place 
where I had once . been ſo happy, 
was purely to avoid his hated ſight; at 
the ſame inſtant flinging myſelf into the - 
chaiſe, I ordered. the poſtihon to drive 
with the utmoſt rapidity, leaving the 
wretch behind to vent his imprecations - 
on thoſe that fell in his way. 


Behold me .now a poor wanderer, ba- 
niſhed from my ſiſter's houſe ; but O 
my Lavinia! *tis impoſſible to deſcribe 
the melancholy ſituation of my mind: 
how do I lament the kind indulgence of 
my bleſſed parents! who fondly obſerved 
EIN 3 my 
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my whole behaviour with ſo partial an 
eye, that I never, till now, met with a 
frown. Often did my dy ing father's 
words occur to my memory, When ta- 
king one of my hands and one of my 
ſiſter's as we ſet on his bed- ſide, our 
eyes ſtreaming with tears, he raiſed 
them to his mouth; and, after a kiſs 
of moſt paternal regard, claſped them 
together, exhorting us at the ſame time, 
as we regarded his words, never to for- 
ſake each other; then giving me to the 
care of my ſiſter, he begged ſhe would 
now become my mother, whoſe heart 
appeared ſo much affected, that ſhe 
could only anſwer by frequent ſighs and 
loud ſobbing. But why ſhould I dwell 
any longer on this melancholy ſubject ? 


let it ſuffice to tell you, ſtrange as it 
muſt appear, my father died with ſuch 
an exalted opinion of my ſiſter's pru- 
dence, that he left me entirely to her 
care, and my whole fortune in her 
hands, ſhould I not marry with her ap- 

proba- 
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probation. In this ſituation I am ar- 
rived at the inn, and whilſt my watch- 
ful guide was at dinner, I prevailed on 
the maid to get me pen and ink, and 
with no ſmall difficulty have ſcribbled 
thus far unperceived; however, I muſt 
now P rſue my tedious journey, tho? 
not without firſt aſſuring you, that, to, 
hear you have ,made the worthy Sir 
Thomas happy, will be ſome conſo ation 
to your afflicted * _, 


—- ww” , 7 
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4 AE Ms bf this will ſhew my 
faithful Lavinia that her wretched 
Meliora is now at her aunt's But 
how ſhall 1 attempt to paint the man- 
ner in which I am here confined ?---Know _ 

then, I am a cloſe priſoner, and yet ap- 
pear to be at full liberty.----I have not 
a ſingle ſoul to converſe with, but thoſe 
who are ſet as ſpies on my conduct; and 
yet my aunt's acquaintance are very nu- 
merous ; but, alas I what avails that? 
She is a woman of a moſt winning ad- 
_ dreſs, mixed with fo much art, that *tis 
impoſſible, for thoſe who are not entirely - 
dependent on her, to find her out; and 
to them her i is all thrown off, 
; which 


| 
| 
| 
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which I unkappily experience, as I re- 
ceive nothing but ſevere reproaches, mix- 
ed with forbidding frowns.----How do I- 

enyy her acquaintance !----They are all 
bleſſed with her ſmiles, except me.----I 
really believe T ſhould: have a great affec- 
tion for her, ſhould ſhe honor me with 
ſome degree of tenderneſs. -] conſider 
her as the fiſter of my ever dear mother; 
and when I look ſtedfaſtly in her face, 
fancy I can ſometimes trace the fea- 
tures of my indulgent! parent. How 
anxiouſly does my glowing boſom then 
beat! I am almoſt tempted to fling 
myſelf at her feet, and entreat her to uſe 
me with more affection, but am al- 
ways prevented by the ſternneſs of her 
manner, whenever her diſcourſe ; 18 di- 
rected to me. 1 | 


She is paſſionarely fond of dreſs, and 
ſpares no pains to ſet her perſon off to 
che beſt advantage; but th * am ſure 

the 
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14 HISTORY OF 
ſhe would diſlike ! in me, nor ſhall J ever 


diſpleaſe her in that particular. 


She has this moment ordered me to 
take an airing with her; I dare not diſo- 
bey her ſummons. Aker ; 


Nox let me once more reſume my 
pen, mich. for a whole week has lain 


idle. 
2 


A hen I Renocd into the chaiſe, ex- 
petting we ſhould have returned. to din- 
ner, I obſerved my aunt was dreſſed 
pci elegant, but did not ven- 
ture to aſk the cauſe; and as ſhe made 
no objection to my diſhabille, ch Was 


_.oply a blue filk night-gown, 1 con- 


tented myſelf with imagining, ſhe ex- 
pected company at dinner, and that 1 
ſhould return time enough to deeds. \ ER 


She now behaved with more than 
common kindneſs, and condeſcended to 
entertain 
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entertain me with many agreeable ſto- 
ries, till we came within ſight of a mag- 
nificent houſe. Curioſity led me to en- 
quire to whom it belonged; when ſhe 
turned to me with a look of affected 
ſurpriſe, and ſcanning me from head to 
foot, as if ſhe had not obferved me be- 
fore Bleſs me, child! ſaid ſhe, why 
are you not dreſs'd ?---You will be a 
diſgrace to my family. -Did I not tell 
you laſt night, that I intended going to 
Sir Harry Frankford's, to whom that 
houſe belongs? I proteſted it was the 
firſt time I had ever heard his name men- 
tioned, but all to no purpoſe. She ſeem- 
ed to be filled with anger and reſentment 
at my perverſeneſs, as ſhe called it; and 
frequently repeated how much ſne ſhould 
bluſh for me, as every one would be 
decked with the greateſt advantage; 
adding, it was Sir Harry's wedding- 
day; and, that it was always his cuſ- 
tom to give an annual ball on the oc- 
caſion. | 

I en- 
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I entreated her that ſhe would permit 
me to ſet her down and ſuffer me to re- 
turn home; affuring her, my dreſs ſuited 
too well with my-ſpirits, Both very un- 
fit for ſo much gay company: however, 

ſhe declared, I ſhould go, that they may 
ſee what an obſtinate girl ſhe had to deal 
with: this lat Lora wech us 10 
the . — 


r 


* ould: 2 We "RIP Acute 
action out of the chaiſe, but it was 
now impoſſible; therefore I endeavoured 
to aſſume a more chearful air than 1 
had done for ſome time, and followed her 
into a very elegant drawing room, where 
the company were not yet aſſembled.---- 
= Fou may well. imagine, I did not let 
8 - flip fo favourable an opportunity of ad- 
1 miring the richneſs of the furniture, 
1 which diſplayed to me the clegant taſte 
* the owners. 
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The room was hung with green and 

ſilver, with ſophas, curtains, and chairs, 
of the ſame;---a large glaſs in a ſilver 
frame, under which ſtood a table richly 
emboſs'd, repreſenting poor — 
between the Elders. 1 


6 My attention was on taken off, by 
the entrance of Lady Frankford, Who 
is really a well-bred woman, and has ſome- 
thing inexpreſſibly graceful in her perſon 
and manner.----She made many apo- 
logies that ſhe had not been ready to re- 
ceive us; but politely excuſed herſelf, 
by ſaying ſhe had been confined the 
whole morning in ſtudying” dreſſes, as 
Sir Harry intended to vary the ſcene, 
and to have a maſquerade in the even- 
ing; for which purpoſe ſhe had ſet 
twelve people to work.----My aunt told 
her ſhe would ſpare them the trouble of 
fitting a habit for her; as ſhe always on 
thoſe occaſions affected royalty, there- 
tare ſhe had at home the dreſs of an In- 
| dian 
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dian princeſs, and deſired that her fer- | 
vant might be. diſpatched for it. In 


I now begged her permiſſion to ſend. 
for ſome clathes, at the ſame time apo- 
logiſing to Lady Frankford for my diſ- 
habille : ſhe returned me a genteel com- 
pliment, which I plainly ſaw was by no 
means pleaſing to my aunt, though ſhe 
complied with my requeſt. 


At * inſtant Sir Harry Frankford 
entered the room: He has an honeſty 
in his countenance which is extremely 


tak ing, and ſeems to beſpeak a natural. 


goodneſs of heart, without being poſ- 
ſeſſed of any very ſhining qualities. 
But this deficzency appears to be made 
up in his Lady; who, as I haye been 
told, has à moſt refined underſtanding, 
though ſne takes the niceſt care to con- 
ceal her ſuperiority from every eye, and 
behaves with ſo ſweet an affability, as if 
ſhe had borrowed from him all her merit. 
The 
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= The uſual compliments over, he po- 
WF litely excuſed himſelf for appearing in 
his morning dreſs, but added,----my aunt 
was no ſtranger to his hour of riſing ; 
which was ſeldom before twelve; an in- 
dulgence he had ſo long accuſtomed him- 
ſelf to, that it was not now in his power 
to get the better of it. 


My aunt aſked him, how it was poſ- 
ſible for him to break through it that 
morning ſeven years? O Madam! ſaid 
he, what an ineſtimable jewel did I get 
by fo doing !---ewhen, fixing his eyes on 
Lady Frankford----Yes, continued he, 
from that bleſſed hour I date my happi- 
neſs; then riſing up. and taking one of 
her hands, he preſſed it to his lips with 
all the ardor of a paſſionate lover, ad- 
ding at the ſame time, that happy hour 


made it his. She received his compli- 
ment with a pleaſure very viſible in her 
countenance, and had only time to tell 
him, that they were a very unfaſhionable 

couple, 
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couple, when the door opened and pre- 
ſented to our view Lord and Lady 
Moſs :----never did 1 ſee before ſo great a 
contraſt as appeared in theſe two; —he 
has a genteel addreſs with a natural 
ſprightlineſs, that gives him a very agree- 
able air, and at firſt ſight renders him 
pleaſing, yet I think he does not ſeem 
to be one of thoſe that will improve 
much on a long acquaintance.----But if 
I was to attempt deſcribing his antiqua- 
ted Lady, it muſt be giving you an idea 
of every thing that is diſagrecable. ---Do 
not blame me, when. I aſſure you I was 
never prejudiced ſo much before, againft 
any one, merely from appearances ; and 
never found myſelf more in a humor to 
indulge a ſatirical vein, than on this bo- 
ſom friend of my aunt's, for ſuch I find 
ſhe is ; and ſhould her heart correſpond 
with her outward form, I am ſure I 
mall ſuffer greatly by their REINER i 
a 


| She 
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She looks more than fifty, whilſt his 
Lordſhip has ſcarce reached his thir- 
tieth year.----You will not, after this, be 
ſurpriſed to find, the match, of his ſide, 
was more for conveniency than love, as 
he is much addicted to the faſhionable 
vice of gaming; and married her to re- 
trieve * almoſt ruined, fortune. 


O my Lavinia! how is it poſſible 
people can fo frequently ſacrifice their 
happineſs for the ſake of a little wealth !--- 
But to return.----The company were aſ- 
ſembled, and, altogether, made a very 
brilliant appearance.---Thoſe who gained 
my attention moſt, were the two: Muſs Lu- 
cas's, daughters of a neighbouring gentle- 
man in this-county.---- They are extreme- 
ly handſome, and would appear in a moſt 
amiable; light, if they did not ſhew a 
conſcious pleaſure, in liſtening to the idle 
compliments that are continually paid 
them by every | inſignificant fop, who 
Can find no other ſubject for diſcourſe; 

and 
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and to whoſe converfation they are ſo 
_ unhappy as to be frequently introduced 
by their brother, who is juſt returned 
from his travels, dreffed in the true Pa- 
riſian taſte, and I think I ſhould not do 
h ma great piece of injuſtice, if I was to | 


fet him down as a compleat coxcomb.---- 


He is one of thofe kind of people that 
ſeem always in high good humor with 
themfelves, which he ſhews on all oc- 1 


caſions, by affecting to laugh at his own 
wit, whilft others are at a loſs to find it 
out. Will not my Lavinia ſay I am a 
little too ſevere? Yes, I know ſhe will. 
Methinks I hear her blame me for in- 
dulging a difpoſition which ſhe at all 
times fo juſtly condemns ;----but then by 
way of excuſe conſider the deſpicable 
light a man muſt always appear in, who 
acts ſo much out of character; and how 
ridiculous it looks to ſee a robuſt Eng- 
liſhman apeing all the flighty inſignifi- 
cant airs of a gay, volatile, flimſy petit- 
maitre, 

| This 
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MISS SOMERSET. 23 
This at preſent is the caſe of Mr. Lu- 


cas, though perhaps he may in time 
ſee the abſurdity of ſuch behaviour; 


and will then learn to act and think 


WF like a rational creature: but till that 


happen, you muſt excuſe my ſpeaking 
of him in the light he now deferves, as 
you know I had always an abhorrence to 


WT thoſe kind of beings.----His ſiſter's par- 


tiality for him, makes them appear blind 
to his reigning foible :I am inclined to 
think this is the cafe, not being wil 
ling to do my own ſex ſo much injuſtice 
as to imagine they can any of them ad- 
mire what ought to de ſo VOY 
deſpiſed. 20] 


Miſs Lucas addreſſed herſelf to me in- 
very genteel terms, and expreſſed a great 
deal of pleaſure at hearing I was to re- 
main ſome time in their neighbourhood. 


J had not time to anſwer her, before 
a ſervant whiſpered me that my clothes 
were 
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were come ;---I was therefore immedi- 
ately conducted to Lady Frankford's 
dreſſing- room, here I ſoon equipped my- 
ſelf in my laylock and ſilver ſack, with 
a hoop of à moderate ſize, and the ſuit 
of point-lace, which my dear Lavinia 
may remember I purchaſed, the laſt time 
we were ſo 3 together in Fleet- 
ſtreet. I did not forget to place my 
jewels to the beſt advantage, but this 
was done more out of a compliment to 
Lady Frankford, whom I began to be 
much pleaſed with, than from any deſire 
I had to appear fine; as I never yet had 
a wiſh to recommend myſelf to any one's 
favour, who 1s to be taken by a gaudy, 
outſide appearance; as the liking thoſe 
people expreſs, depends entirely on the 
choice of your clothes, and is as vari- 
able as the apparel you wear; and deſ- 
picable as they appear, yet it is incre- 
dible to think the number one meets 
with, who are poſſeſſed of this turn of 
mind: nor was ſome of the company at 

Frank- 
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Frankford-houſe totally exempt from 
this meanneſs, which I evidently experi- 
enced on my return to them, the eyes of 
every one being fixed on me at my enter- 
ing the room; and thoſe who but a few 
minutes before had ſcarcely thought me 
worth their obſervation, were now moſt 
loud in their praiſes of me to my aunt, 
and congratulated her, in a whiſper, on 
the happy acquiſition my company muſt 
be to her. 


This . to confound me greatly, 
as it was ſpoke loud enough for me to 
hear. -My aunt returned no anſwer, 
but the whole time kept her eyes rivet- 
ted on me with a haughty diſdain: at 
laſt riſing from her ſeat, ſhe moved to- 

wards the door, beckoning me to follow 
her; which I did with trembling ſteps, as 
I plainly perceived a ſtorm near at hand. 


We were ſcarcely out of the room, 
when ſhe addreſſed me in this manner.--- 
Vol. I. C Pray 
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Pray, how came you by theſe jewels ?---In 
my opinion, they are your ſiſter's right, 
nor can I conceive any thing more ri- 
diculous than your appearing in this 


blaze, at a time when you pretend to be 


 fo- unhappy: had you ſent for your plain 
white negligee, and one row of white 
beads round your neck, it would have 
been more becoming than that ſtaring 
necklace, which, if it 1s really your own, 
you ought not to wear, till you are the 
wife of Mr. F oxchace, as your twen- 
ty thouſand pounds, as the world goes 
now, will ſcarcely maintain it.----How- 
ever, ſne thanked her ſtars, that my father 
had acted once in his life-time right, by 
leaving me fo intirely at the ng of 
a prudent ſiſter. 


At her reflecting ſo ſeverely on the 
memory of my ever dear father, 'I could 
not help burſting into tears, and begged 
her permiſſion to retire. No, indeed, 
Miſs, anſwered ſhe, you ſhall not ſhew 

your 
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your airs here, but return to the com- 
pany juſt as you are; though I think 
you will not appear in a very deſirable 
light, as you are far from being very 
lovely in your tears, not being formed 
for a weeping beauty.----I aſſured her, 
that, to be ſo, was the leaſt of my 
thoughts ;----when anſwering me in an 
angry tone of voice, and fixing her eyes 
ſtedfaſtly on my face, ſhe touched one 
of the drops of my ear- rings. Then why 
are theſe ornaments, cried ſhe, put on? 
much handſomer, give me leave to tell you, 
than mine, and therefore I think very unbe- 


coming your wear 


— aſſured her they 


C 2 


were my own, and left me on the will of 
my late grandfather, who knew my ſiſter 
was before provided with my mother's. 
---O! ſaid ſhe, affecting to ſoften a lit- 
tle, is that the caſe?----Well, I have 
been ſo long a ſtranger to my own family, 
that I know very little of their tranſac- 
tions; when, turning from me with diſ- 
dain, ſhe immediately joined the company. 


Ifol- 
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I followed her, as ſoon as I had breath- 
ed on my handkerchief, and applied it 
to my eyes, endeavouring to prevent, if 
poſſible, making any diſcovery of our 
diſagreeable conference: however,. my 
dej ection was too viſible, the penetra- 
ting eyes of Lady Frankford ſoon ſaw 
it; ſhe aſked me, in a kind, inqui- 
ſitive whiſper, if I was indiſpoſed ;----I 

thanked her, and breathing a ſigh, 
| which I could not prevent, aſſured her, 
my mind ſuffered more than I was ca- 
pable of ſupporting with a becoming 
fortitude.----She had only time to anſwer 
me by a look, filled with tenderneſs and 

ſurpriſe---when Sir Harry, looking 
his watch, ſaid, he wondered Mr. Buck- 
land was not come, as he had faithfully 
promiſed not to fail him.---On the men- 
tion of his name, poor Miſs Lucy Lu- 
cas's face was covered with a modeſt 
bluſh, whulſt ſhe affected the utmoſt care 
to conceal it.----The converſation now 
turned on the many good qualities he 
was 
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was poſſeſſed of, nor had they ſcarcely 
done ſpeaking of him when he entered 
the room. His appearance 1s greatly in 
his favor,---and I could not help obſerv- 
ing, how much pleaſure the addition of 
his company gave to the whole. 


He addreſſed himſelf particularly to 
Miſs Sophy Wanſborough, who is really 
a fine young creature, and ſeemed en- 
tirely regardleſs of all the attention he 
paid her: however, Sir Harry, did not 
long ſuffer her to engroſs his converſa- 
tion, as he began to rally him pretty ſe- 
verely on his late ill ſucceſs at Newmar- 
ket.----Mr. Buckland anſwered him with 
a great deal of good humor and ſpright- 
lineſs, aſſuring him, he thought it the 
moſt fortunate event of his life; as it 
had entirely cured him of a diverſion, he 
was lately ſo fond of, and which in time 
might have been prejudicial to his fortune. 


C 3 Lady 
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Lady Moſs complimented him highly 
on the happineſs he poſſeſſed, in being ſo 
ſoon convinced of his errors, and direct- 
ing her eyes towards Lord Moſs, in a 
ſignificant manner ſaid, ſhe wiſhed other 
people would follow his example.----Mr. 
Buckland made her a polite bow, aſ- 
ſuring her he did not take the merit to 
himſelf, there being many other diver- 
ſions he was equally fond of; but finding 
he could not ſuppart them all, he had 
only dropped that which was attended 
with moſt expence.----You may plead 
neceſſity as long as you pleaſe, Sir, added 
Lady Moſs, yet I cannot help admiring 
you, for reaſoning ſo prudently on part- 
ing with a favourite purſuit.----Your La- 
diſhip does not conſider, replied Mr. 
Buckland, the many advantages I have, 
for a long time, reaped in the acquaint- 
ance of the worthy Lord Freeman, who is, 
at all times, ready to give me his beſt ad- 
vice, to which I hope I ſhall always pay a 
due regard. I preſume, continued he, {till 

addrehs - 
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addrefling himſelf to Lady Moſs, your 
Ladiſhip and all this good company 
may have ſeen him,—---Though his per- 
ſon, ſtrikingly handſome as it is, yet, 
give me leave to obſerve, falls very ſhort 
of thoſe more laſting and amiable per- 
fections of the mind, which he poſſeſſes 
in a high degree; and, though no more 
than five-and-twenty, he has che ſolidity 
of a man twice that age, mixed with all 
the agreeable vivacity which 1s natural to 
expect at his time of life; but, ſaid he, 
leſt the ladies ; ſhould think I am partial 
to my friend, I will be filent, and let 
them judge of his merit: I expect him 
ſhortly to ſpend a few months with me, 
when I hope that all preſent will 1 
him as I do. 


Sir Harry and Lady Frankford ſaid 
they had frequently heard of him, and as” 
often wiſhed for his agreeable acquaint- 

My aunt and the whole compa- 
ny expreſſed a great deſire to ſee him 
C4 The 
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The young ladies eyes ſparkled with 
pleaſure at the agreeable neighbour they 
were ſhortly to have, whilſt the young 
gentlemen looked, as if they feared he 


would too far outſhine, 15 not totally 
eclipſe, them. 


Now ſhall I own to my dear Lavinia, 
that I never deſired to ſee an entire 
{ranger ſo much as I do this Lord Free- 
man? Mr. Buckland's deſcription of him 
has raiſed my curioſity greatly; but 
enough of this, leſt you ſhould think me 
very ridiculous, in deſiring to behold a 
perſon I never, till lately, heard of, and 
one to whoſe acquaintance I may ever 
remain a ſtranger. 


Sir Harry and Lady Frankford ſpa- 
red no pains to give us an elegant enter- 
tainment,---and, according to promiſe, 
in the evening we had a very grand maſ- 
querade 


I have 
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I have not time to ſend you the particu- 
lars of the various and well-fancied dreſ- 
ſes; but, this. I aſſure you, it exceeded 
any thing I ever yet faw ;---and the grace- 
ful and polite eaſe, with which the whole 
was conducted, charmed me, more than 
all the magnificent . I * 


My aunt and Sir Harry * 
the ball. Lady Moſs has for ſome 

years declined dancing, therefore ſne 
was only a ſpectator, though, I fear, not 
of the good- natured kind. Mr. Buck- 
land was fo obliging as to defire me to 
dance with him, which I was under a ne- 
ceſſity of refuſing, having the inſtant be- 
fore engaged myſelf to Lord Moſs.---The 
two Miſs Lucas's had agreeable partners, 
yet it was plain to perceive Miſs Lucy 

| had not enjoyed herſelf ſince the appear- 
ance of Mr. Buckland.----I much wiſh- 
ed to know the cauſe, and was looking 
on her with eyes of pity, when a com- 
municative lady, that ſtood next me, 
C5 whiſ⸗ 
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| I would: have all thoſe, who ſet up for 


diſguſtful ſuch a compliment. was to me, 
I leave my Lavinia, to judge.--I could 


Lucas was ſome time ago on tlie point 
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whiſpered with a ſatyrical air,---Obſerve 
how Miſs Lucy Lucas is humbled to- 
night, at my Uancing with her fayourite 
Mr. Buckland ! Well, I am glad of it !--- 


beauties, mortified ; though, I. am ſure, 
ſhe has. no pretenſions tb expect all his 
attention to-night, when there are fo Ml 
many preſent, her ſuperiors; looking 
down on herſelf with a deere admira- 

tion, and then bowing to me.----How 


not help reproving het a little ſeverely, * 3 
which prevented my hearing any moe of 
her envious rem l the whole FEfehih 8. . 


% S * 
o * Þ * @ © 


1 have fine learhed: that Mint * 


of marriage with Mr. Buckland, but 
that it was broke off, by the earneſt com- 
mand of her father; though it is ge- 
nerally conjectured there is a private cor- 
reſpondence Mill continued between the 
| young 
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young people but this is hinted with 
great caution, leſt it ſhould reach the 
ears of old Mr. Lucas, who is reckoned 
one of the * paſſionate men in the 
Wore” | | 

* ” 
What various unhappy objects 905 We 


meet wich throughout | life None, my 
friend, are- exempt from their troubles, 


aud thoſe only are to be envied, u 


can bear them with the greateſt patience 
and reſignation; like the gbod Sir Harry 
and Lady Frankford, who I am ſorry to 
find have experienced great afflickion from 
the loſs of their only child, þy that fa. 
tal diſtempet the ſmall-pox.Pity it is 
they had not known 6ur worthy friend 
Dr. Reid, of Chelſea, who would 
have remoyed All prejudices againſt in- 
occulation, and certainly have ſaved the 
heir to their 2 . 8 


I had a Foror 6 tell you the 
— marks of favor Mr. Lucas 


y— beſtowed. . 
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beſtowed on me throughout the whole 
evening.---He took great notice of me, 
and frequently declared to Lord Moſs, 
in a ſort of a whiſper, that it was not 
fair for a married man to engroſs ſo 
amiable a partner to himſelf. 

I thought my aunt ſeemed to obſerve 
it with pleaſure, and whiſpered three or 
four times to Lady Moſs, whilſt both 
their eyes were. directed on me.----Do not 
blame me for this ſuſpicion, though I own 
I am angry with myſelf for mentioning 
it, as J fear it betrays ſuch a foible as 
1 would wiſh not to have ranked among 
my many other failings. | 


I am greatly furpriſel, my dear girl, 
that J have not heard from my ſifſter.---- 
I hope Foxchaſe has now reſigned all his 
pretenſions to me, and that I ſhall no 
longer be perſecuted with his addreſles.--- 
The very thought of 1t gives me new life, 
and makes me think my greateſt ſuffer- 

ings 


* 


4 ” — VI ä a 
** _ %7* Y — r ö Fr 1 * . 8 3 
EDA : 4 - 3 * FI 4 hg? 3 2 
| c < e 8 8 net 
2 I ? . n 0 . %.. "Mt. * . — 0 > A TOR ron FAS "35 my r F $5 % C 
$ iz * "IF * 33 4 ren * * G . "PF 8 - N * 8 * " S EX, N mA Ty * — . A. CE RR SER . 
* 7 %. © vey * py % — * * x K 
C 0.50 Dh , 8 OK” wt N N x 2 Is 2 5 a 
> Tl 5 we + — 4 * * * 4. r 2 4 4 bt ws Ys - * * ed 1 * 8 7 - 4 8 a * — 
— \ — 4" > . 0 7 9 F N . \ wa 
1 r _ - CY $4... * 2 aha” Wot "4 ” # k 1 we N 44 ' a4 * 4 . Rm I N . 7 ws 1 4 _ 1 —— I 3 
* : * * 1k = 2 — — * 0 bp = a . * . 2 : * 
; by A 97 4-4 * 72 7 * Ex, d a 2 , Mo. WES AI - 22 — * » * « S . r 


— 2 : 


8 
$A. 


WS >, 44 
ks ve. v 
5 E W * 


a. A. * * 
a -, * 2 £ x: 8 5 * 
l Pre A A 


MISS SOMERSET. 37 


ings are at an end; encouraged to hope 
for the beſt too, by my aunt's behaviour, 
which is rather more kind than uſual ;--- 
but as J hear her coming, I muſt haſten to 
conclude.----Do not forget to mention 
my friendly regards to your good mo- 
ther, and Sir Thomas ;---tell them, I 
hope to return, and be once more happy, 
at Knightly-Court, which be aſſured is 
che firſt wiſh of your truly affectionate, 


MELIORA SOMERSET. 


LET- 
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LETTER II. 


. 
"* 


| We 6 1 pe 
M SOMERSET ; 53 Continuation. 


M. Caſtle. 
0 W 8 my ee girl, are 
we deceived with outſide appear- 

ances Frequently do we flatter our- 

ſelves with the greateſt. ſecurity, when 


we are the moſt beſet with-1lls. 


In my laſt letter I thought myſelf more 
happy than I had been for ſome time be- 
fore,---but, O.! what a ſhort-lived plea- 
ſure did I enjoy ? Soon did the pleaſing 
hope vaniſh from my breaſt, and every 
diſagreeable thought- took poſſeſſion. of 
it;----like an unwelcome ſtranger, it ob- 
truded on my mind, and drove every 
pleaſing idea far, very far, from your 
Meliora. 

| My 


WY 
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My aunt's ſeeming Kindneſs laſted no 
longer, than till the arrival of Lady 
Moſs, which was in a few hours after I 
finiſhed my laſt; Lord Moſs accom- 
panied her, but he ſtaid only till the 
7 Worning, as, he ſaid, buſineſs 
n obliged: e to be in 


* *r * ©. 1 ® 


F. or many nk after his 8 
Lady Moſs and my aunt were cloſetted 
the greateſt part of their time.----I was 
one morning walking on the terraſs in 
the garden, ai it is cuſtomary with me 
every day after breakfaſt) when the la- 
dies joined me: ſurpriſed at ſo u 
a favor, and quite at a loſs to compre- 
hend the meaning of it, I remained for 
ſome time in ſilent ſuſpence :----however, 
Lady Moſs too ſoon put me out of 
doubt, and gave me to underſtand, that 
thoſe dreadful ſuſpicions, which I hinted 
at in my laſt letter, were not without 
foundation. | 
9 1 am 
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I am come, ſays ſhe, Miſs Somerſet, 
aſſuming an air of authority which I 
thought ill became her, to congratulate 
you on the valuable conqueſt I find you 


have made ſince you have been in our 
 neighbourhood.----I affected to. ſmile, aſ- 


ſuring her, I was quite ignorant of it, 
nor had I vanity enough to believe it was 


any thing more than her Ladiſhip's ral- - 


lery.----At this ſhe reddened exceſſively, 
and drawing herſelf up, aſſured me, in 
her uſual, formal forbidding ſtile, that 
ſhe had no deſire to rally me, nor ſhould 
ſhe have ſaid ſo much, had it not been 
from the great pleaſure - it gave her of 
my being likely to do ſo well; ſaying, a 
man of Mr. Lucas's figure and fortune, 
was not to be deſpiſed, and that, ſhe 
really believed, he had at preſent regard 
enough for me, to marry me ; but, how 
long that paſſion may laſt, -ſhe could not 
tell, as it was not in her power to anſwer 
for the fickleneſs of this age; therefore ſhe 
thought there was no time to be loſt.---- 

Certainly, 


. 8 - — -> "4 
* 2 1 N22 g al » i 
1 e = A. - * * * J 
» „ "4 n * 
* '% ＋ % „ 
— Ws. LA ap * "= * 3 » 


o 
* 
o 
* 


MISS SOMERSET. art 


Certainly, dear Lady Moſs, replied my 
aunt, you reaſon well; nor ought ſuch 
an advantageous propoſal to be rejected. 


My niece has another offer, equally 


agreeable to the family; but, as ſhe pro- 
feſſes a great diſlike to that gentleman, 
it is put off, *till ſhe may be in a more 
reaſonable way of thinking.----I expect 
him here in a few days; when, if ſhe 
diſapproves of this laſt propoſal, I hope 
ſhe will oblige us, by accepting of Mr. 
Foxchace, who 1s an entire ftranger to 
me; yet her ſiſter's recommending him 
ſo ſtrongly in this letter, which I have 
juſt received, is ſufficient for me, to be 
deſirous of AE It ny conchuget. 


I then fell on my Wheel and it was not 
without great difficulty, that I kept wy” 
ſelf from fainting at her feet. 

I conjured her, by every tender tye, ne- 
ver more to mention the name of Fox- 
chace, —aſſuring her, the ſound of it 

| ſhocked 
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ſhocked my very ſoul. She endeavour- 
ed to ſpurn me from her; and at laſt, 
raiſing her voice, ſhe ſaid to me, In- 
deed, Miſs, you act your part ſurpriſing- 
ly well ;---I think you would cut no in- 
conſiderable figure in the part of a tra- 
gedy- queen: Pray, what ſchool have 
you been at, to learn all theſe pretty diſ- 
treſsful airs ?. But give me leave to tell 
you, I have too great a regard for your 
happineſs, for them to have any effect 
on me; therefore I command you to 
riſe immediately, and if you have ſuch 
a diſike to Mr. Foxchace, as you really 
pretend, prepare to receive the addreſſes 
of Mr. Lucas, who will be here inſtantly. 
---If you now difpute my commands, I 
ſhall not heſitate a moment, on thinking 
you have beſtowed your heart without 
our permiſſion, and Padſtow is cer- 
tainly the man that has it.---Your ſiſ- 
ter, I fear, was not miſinformed, when ſhe 
heard of his ' renewing his addreſſes to 
you, in a letter, whilſt you was at Knight- 
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1y-Court,---and that ſly, artful girl, La- 
vinia Knightly, carries it on for, you. 


So cruel an aſperſion on my amiable 
friend, touched me more than all the 
reſt.----I told her, in a reſolute tone of 
voice, ſuch as I never dared to ſpeak to 
her in before, that I looked on your friend- 
ſhip, by far, the greateſt happineſs I en- 
joyed, and ſhould ever eſteem it as a 
moſt valuable bleſſing. No doubt, an- 
ſwered ſhe, but you will, whilſt ſhe ma- 
nages your intrigue ſo cleverly ;---but a 
time, perhaps, will come, when you may 


wich you had never ſeen her.----Pray, 


what will you do with Padſtow ?-—his 
fortune is ſo trifling, he cannot afford to 

marry you without one z---and not a 
penny will you have from your ſiſter or 
myſelf. However, I will take ſome 
care you ſhall no longer have the uſe 
of pen and ink; nor ſhall you ever be 
ſuffered to write to your faithful Miſs 


Knightly,----No---no, I will have no 
clan- 
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clandeſtine - affairs tranſacted in my 
houſe. FEI 


I aſſured her I would never do any thing 
that ſhould be diſagreeable to her, and de- 
clared, upon my word, I had never feen 
or heard from Mr. Padſtow, ſince we 
were both children; adding, that ſhe well 
knew he- had been ſettled abroad- for 
ſome years.----To convince me of the 
truth of this, replied ſhe with a haughty 
air, you- muſt - inſtantly prepare your 
heart to receive the honor Mr. Lucas in- 
tends doing you. | 


O! my Lavinia! what a dreadful 
taſk is here ?----Lady Moſs looked with 
pleaſure at every cruel] word my aunt 
pronounced.----F had no kind advocate 
to intercede for me, or ſoften the rigor 


with which ſhe treated me.----I moved 


by her ſide in a penſive manner, with 
my down-caſt eyes fixed on the ground, 
and ſeemed like a criminal, that was al- 

ready 
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ready condemned, whilſt my aunt loaded 
me with many unkind epithets,---ſuch 
as ſullen and obſtinate girl, and others 
of the like tendency,---and that no one 
but herſelf could conceive the trouble 
ſhe had with me; however, ſhe was de- 
termined to be obeyed in this, therefore 
ordered me to haſten in and receive Mr. 
Lucas with a becoming civility, 


I removed from her with a heart too 
much oppreſſed with grief to utter one 
word; and repairing inſtantly to my 
dreſſing- room, flung myſelf into a chair 
with a mind too much diſordered for.re- 
flection; but as I am not long to enjoy 
the pleaſure of ſcribbling, ſhould think 
myſelf inexcuſable, if I did not embrace 
the preſent opportunity, and, therefore, 
ſnatching up my pen, have written this 
incoherent epiſtle, whilſt my aunt and 
Lady Moſs are in deep confabulation, 
the reſult of which,. I fear, will not be 
determined much in fayor of your un- 
happy Meliora. 

I dread 


46 HISTORY OF 

I dread the thoughts of liſtening to 

the fulſome addreſſes of Mr. Lucas. 

What cruelty it is to have my inclinations 

forced, when the greateſt deſire I have, 
is to remain ſingle! 


The only conſolation I have left, is in 
the hopes that Mr. Lucas will be gene- 
rous enough to decline his viſits, when I 
ſhall tell him how very diſagreeable they 
are to me.----But then what ſhall I do to 
get rid of Foxchace? O Lavinia! I 
greatly want your friendly advice. 
My aunt and Lady Moſs —1 hear them 
coming up, and ſuppoſe, with a deſign 
to rob me of the only pleaſure I have left. 
Adieu. | | 


I was right in my conjectures. My 
aunt immediately came into my room, 
ſnatched up the ink-ſtand,---and march- 
ed away in a ſeeming hurry; faying, 1 
ſhould no longer have that conveniency, 
whulfſt I remained under her roof.---How- 

| ever, 
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ever, ſhe ſoon returned, and, with a look 
of rather more complacency, told me 


Mr. Lucas was below,---and ordered me 
to follow her down ſtairs ; which I did. 


When we came into the dining-room, 
his back was towards us. He was fixed 
before a large glaſs, and ſo wrapped in 
contemplation on his adorable perſon, 
(the charms of which, in his own opinion, 
are of the utmoſt conſequence, and not 
to be equalled,) that he did not perceive 
our entrance, till we were advanced 
more than half way up the room.----At 
laſt, ſtarting round, he aſſured us, with 
a negligent careleſs air, he was rejoiced 
at ſeeing us; it was a happineſs he had 
langurſhed for, ever ſince the fortunate 
evening he ſpent with us at Sir Harry 
Frankford's.---You are very obliging, 
Str, replied my aunt, but muſt excuſe 
me, if I think this compliment is paid 
a ttle at the expence of your ſincerity, 
or I ſhould otherwiſe imagine you would 


have 
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have taken an earlier opportunity of vi- 
fiting M---Caſtle. 


On this he affected a ſerious air, ſay- 
ing, Make me not the moſt miſerable of 
beings, Madam, by doubting the truth 
of what I tell you, that nothing but the 
moſt unlucky accident in the world 
ſhould have prevented my coming laſt 
Thurſday : I had ſet out for that pur- 
poſe, but was not got far, before the 
horſes very unfortunately took fright at 
a wind-mill, and ſuddenly rearing them- 


ſelves up, threw the coachman from the a 


box, and then galloped away at a furious 
rate: they were at laſt ſtopt by the cha- 
riot's falling againſt a bank. My ſervants 
ſoon came to my aſſiſtance, when they 
found me in a miſerable condition, my 
face appearing very bloody, which I ima- 
gined was owing to its being a good deal 
cut againſt the glaſſes, as they were 
broken all to pieces: my legs were like- 
wiſe much bruiſed, by my endeavouring 
to 
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to jump out, whilſt the mad devils were 
in their full career ; but finding a thing 
of that ſort quite impracticable, I at 
laſt gave over attempting it, expecting 
nothing ſo much as to have my neck 
broken, and looking on every moment as 
my laſt. In this miſerable condition 
I was with great difficulty taken out of 
the chariot, my face ſo bloody, that 
It ran in ſtreams down a moſt elegant em- 
broidered coat, which I had not worn 
before, ſince my return to England.---- 
This mortifying ſight alarmed me much ; 
---nor could I help curſing my evil geni- 
us that had occaſioned this unlucky miſ- 
fortune.----Pardon, Sir, ſaid I, my in- 
terrupting you ; I think, after ſuch 
a providential eſcape, you ſhould rather 
have thanked the divine being that had 
preſerved your life. 


My aunt at this looked pleaſed.----Mr. 
Lucas proceeded, If you think that life, 
dear Miſs Somerſet, worth preſerving, it 
Vol. I. D will 
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will be happy to own, I live only for 


u. Who, my Lavinia, could have 
expected ſuch an anſwer? I was con- 
founded, - and wiſhed to recall what I 
had uttered :-—-he was ſilent, and looked, 
as if he expected me to ſpeak.----I ſaw 
he enjoyed my confuſion, and doubted 


not but he conſtrued it greatly in his own 


favor; therefore, aſſuming all my cou- 
rage, I told him I thought it behoved 
every one to be thankful for their own 
preſervation. Yet I could not help be- 
ing much ſurpriſed at perceiving no 
marks, left in his face, of thoſe dreadful 
"wounds, he had been ſpeaking of : my 
aunt likewiſe faid, ſhe was juſt going to 
beg the favor of him, to give her the re- 
cipe he had uſed, as it muſt be a very 
wonderful thing, to perform ſo ſudden a 


cure, without leaving the leaſt ſcar be- 


hind.----A right obſervation, Ladies 
replied rhe Beau, laughing aloud, to be- 
ſure, with no other deſign than to ſhew 


her ne teeth; I was not quite ſo un- 
lucky 
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lucky as I firſt imagined myſelf, as the 
blood I have been ſpeaking of proceeded 
chiefly from a violent blow, I received in 
my noſe, which could not very ſpeedily be 
| ſtopped :----the wounds which I thought 
were great, on examination, proved fo 
trifling, that, in a few-days, they intirely 
diſappeared ;---my legs, indeed, were 
much bruiſed, and continued very pain- 
ful for ſome time.----I was obliged to 
mount one of my fervants horſes, and 
returned home in a moſt doleful condi- 
tion, which terrified the whole family, 
and alarmed me more at - ſeeing their 
conſternation, than at my own ſufferings. 
----My ſiſter Lucy fainted away,---my el- 
deſt ſiſter could ſcarcely ſupport herſelf, 
----and -my mother had- juſt preſence 
of mind enough left, to diſpatch a meſ- 
ſenger for Mr. Bright the furgeon.----I 
did all I could to comfort them, though as 
yet I imagined myſelf much worſe than I 
proved to be: however, Mr. Bright 
was not ſent for in vain, as the coach- 
D 2 man's 
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man's arm was broken in two places, but 
by timely aſſiſtance, he is in a fair way 
of recovery. 

I fincerely congratulate you, Sir, re- 
plied my aunt, on your happy eſcape, 
and let me adviſe you, to be particularly 
careful of a life, which this accident 
ſhews, is of ſo much conſequence to 
your friends. 

O! Madam, continued he I cad 
no freſh proof of their goodneſs, which 
has been ſo manifeſt to me on all occa- 
ſions ;---and though my father is one of 
the moſt paſſionate men in the univerſe, 
yet he is not leſs affectionate than the 
reſt, and would, I am well convinced, 
have been greatly ſhocked at ſeeing me 
in ſuch a deplorable ſituation, had he 
* been luckily from home at my re- 

rn. Pardon, Ladies, my dwelling 
fo long on a trifling ſubje&, which I 
have been inſenſibly led into.---I not on- 


ty pardon you, anſwered my aunt, but 


return you my moſt cordial thanks for 
the 
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the kind relation; as the hearing vf an 
agreeable harmony ſubſiſting in families, 
always gives me infinite pleaſure. 

O! my Lavinia, why did ſhe ſpeak a 
language ſo foreign from her heart 
I have often heard my mother declare, 
ſhe would never be on terms with any 
of her own.----Yet, ſo it is, ſhe diſſem- 


bles her real ſentiments to every body, 


under ſo artful a diſguiſe, that ſhe is 
greatly eſteemed by her acquaintance, 

- Mr. Lucas advanced towards me, and 
taking my hand, faid, You have not, 
dear Miſs Somerſet, forgiven my talk- 
ativeneſs:---I-fear, you will i impute a deal 
of vanity to my ſhare.----Rather think, 
Sir, I ſhall envy the happineſs you poſ- 
ſeſs in the love of your relations.----I 
could not, that moment, help glancing 
a look at my aunt ;---ſhe ſeemed con- 
fuſed, and, ſtanding up, rung the bell;--- 
on a ſervant's entering, ſhe ordered ſome- 
chocolate, and then withdrew, under pre- 
tence of ſeeking for Lady Moſs. 


3 Hovy 


* 
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How gladly, my friend, would I have 


followed her, had it been poſlible ;---my 


fituation was truly embarraſſing.— Mr. 


Lucas was for ſome moments-filent.--- 
I talked of indifferent things, in hopes 


to prevent his ſpeaking what I fo much 


dreaded to hear.---He aroſe from his ſeat, 
and walked three or four times croſs the 
room, - appearing to be much difordered; 
I aſked bim why his ſiſters had not 
been kind enough to accumpany him? 
He ſaid the arrival of Sir James Hanham, 
and a good many other friends from 
Gloceſterſhire, late laſt night, prevented 


them; and indeed, had not that been 


the caſe, he would gladly have diſpenſed 
with their company on this occaſion, as 


he was very ſelfiſh, and deſired to engroſs: 


all my converfation to himſelf, which he 
could not have obtained, had they been 
preſent.----This was pronounced with the 
utmoſt earneſtneſs, and ſpoken in a tone 
of voice, very different from what I had 


ever heard him before.----Ac laſt, taking 
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my hand, he preſſed it to his lips, ſaying, 
with great gravity,---May I hope, dear 
Miſs Somerſet. is diſengaged? Indeed,, 
Sir, I am, I replied.---Happy, thrice hap- 
Py then am I !----And will you, Madam, 
own it, with that charming, noble, be- 
ming frankneſs? Moſt excellent of 
— I then. preſume to hope 
you. will not be cruel to one who adores.. 
you, whoſe very with is: for you alone? 
My fortune is large, but chat is no other- 
wiſe a conſideration, than as it will en- 
able me 
He was going on, but I could no long- 
er ſuffer him to proceed---Hold, Sir, ſaid. 
I;---F did not intend to. miſlead you in 
this manner,---when I mentioned my be- 
ing diſengaged, which I again acknow- 
ledge to be true; yet, notwithſtanding” 
that, I muſt deſire the favor of you, ne- 
ver more to ſpeak one word on this ſub- - 
ject, though I' think myſelf. greatly 
obliged to you for the honor you do me; 
yet, Sir, be aſſured it is impoſſible for me 
a 4. ever 
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ever to return you any thing more than 
my friendſhip, which, if you are kind 
enough to follow my requeſt, ſhall be ve- 
ry laſting. 

Good heavens | exclaimed he, : look- 
ing at me very earneſtly, what do I hear 
As it poſſible ſo cruel a heart can be- 
long to that lovely form !----For God's 
take, dear Madam, recall your dreadful 
{entence,----make me not the moſt miſer- 
able of men,---tell me only you will con- 
ſider of 1t,----perhaps time and my ſin- 
cere attachment may help to alter your 
opinion.---It never can, Sir, I replied; nor 
havel ever yet ſeen the man I could think 
of giving my hand to.----He bit his lips, 
and looked angry; then walking towards 
the window Nor I the woman, Miſs So- | 
merſet, give me leave to tell you, *till I 

ſaw you.----I wiſh that had not been, Sir, 
ſince it is productive of a paſſion, which, 

I again aſſure you, can never be returned 

by me.----I wiſh the ſame, Madam 

walking up and down in a hurry ;---yet 

never 
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never did I expect to have a ſincere 
flame ſo ill requited. This is the firſt 
time I was ever Honourably in love, (mind 
that, Lavinia, ) and curſe me if 1 fall in- 
to the ſnare again.----You will oblige. 
me, Sir, by ſaying no more on a ſubject, , 
ſo ill ſuited to entertain either of us; 
therefore we will drop it, and join La- 
dy Moſs, and my aunt; , who I ſee are 
walking in the garden.----No, Madam, . 
ſaid he, you muſt excuſe me,---I am too 
much diſcompoſed to ſee. any body: 
then, going towards the glaſs, he ſur- 
veyed himſelf in a careleſs manner, ſay- 
ing at the ſame time with a forced laugh, 
he thought, till now, it was not in his 
power to act ſo like a fool. 
The ladies at this inſtant returned. 
and ſoon ſaw Mr. Lucas's countenance 
as viſibly changed; for which they 
looked at me with more ſeverity, than 
can be deſcribed. My aunt praiſed the 
lovelineſs of the weather, and made that 
an excuſe for her long abſence. Mr. 
9 Lucas 


not help 
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Lucas behaved with great ſullenneſs; 
and, taking out his watch, ſaid he would 


order the chariot. My aunt preſſed 
him in the ſtrongeſt terms to ſtay and 
dine, which he declined, and ſoon after 


took his leave, with an air and manner 
very different from that he at firſt re- 
ceived us with. | 

It is impoſſible to deſcribe the treat- 
ment I now met with; my aunt's re- 
proofs were dreadfully ſevere ;---ſhe told 


me, ſhe could plainly perceive how much 


I had diſobeyed her commands, and 
*ill I could think of behaving more ſuit- 


ably to her will, I muſt take the conſe- 
quence of her diſpleafure.----Lady Moſs, 


drawing herſelf up, ſaid, indeed ſhe could 
being concerned at the viſible 
diſcompoſure of Mr Lucas, whom, not- 
withſtanding her long acquaintance with 


him, ſhe had never ſeen half ſo much 


ruffled before.---Then I look on it, Ma- 
dam, I replied, he has paſt his life hi- 


therto without contradiction, otherwiſe, 


the 
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the little I ſaid could not ſo very much di- 
ſturb his natural tranquillity. Hold your 
peace, ſaid my aunt: I dare ſay, if the 
truth was known, you gave yourſelf great 
airs to him: however, you will be the 
ſufferer,---L am only ſorry, at conſidering 
any relation of mine ſhould be ſo obſti- 
nately blind to their own happineſs, and 
intereſt : perverſe, unthinking girl | Wo 
would, if you was ſuffered, run headlong 
to your own ruin. Wound me not, 
dear Madam, ſaid I, by ſuch cruel aſper- 
ſions as theſe ;---believe me, I wiſh in eve- 
ry thing to fulfill your will;--and was 
not my whole happineſs at ſtake, I would 
immediately com ply. with your requeſt; _ 
but, in my opinion,.'tis neither conſiſtent - 
with honor, or honeſty, to give my hand 
to a perſon, for whom I have no regard; 
as I ſhould, by ſo doing, not only involve 
myſelf, but the gentleman I engage with 
too, in the greateſt miſery ; therefore, 
on my knees, I entreat you, to let me 
remaia ſingle, till an offer is made to 
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me, more ſuitable to my inclinations, ---- 
You are not capable of judging for 
yourſelf, anſwered ſhe, nor ſhall I ever 
conſent for you to follow your own obſti- 
nate will, but inſiſt on your accepting Mr. 


Foxchace, or Mr. Lucas, as thoſe are the 


two we have made choice of ; on which I 
ſhall leave you to reflect at your leiſure: 
then ordering the carriage, ſhe ſtepped in, 
accompanied by Lady Moſs, ſaying no- 
thing to me when they ſhould return. 

I had not now my friendly pen to 
alleviate my diſtreſs ; therefore, flinging 
myſelf into a chair, I ſoon became like 
one quite ſtupified with grief and amaze- 
ment ; nor do I know how long I ſhould 
have continued in this fituation, had 1 
not been rouſed by hearing a carriage 


drive into the court;----on going to 


the window, I ſaw Lady Frankford 


zuſt ſtepping out -I ran to receive 


her with more pleaſure than I ſhould 
any one elſe in the neighbourhood:-——- 
She — much pleaſed at the joy I 

erxpreffed 
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expreſſed at ſeeing her, nor did ſhe ap- 
pear the leaſt diſappointed, when I told 
her my aunt was from home.----I then 
aſked for Sir Harry :---He is, ſaid ſhe, 
extremely well, and would gladly: have 
accompanied me hither, had he not 
been prevented by Lord Freeman, and 
Mr. Buckland, who came yur” as we- 
were ſetting out. 

So then, Lavinia, Lord Freeman 1s 
come I wiſh much to ſee this ſur- 
prizing man :---though, at the ſame time, 
I blame my idle curioſity, and think it 
would be ſerving me right not to have it 
indulged :----perhaps that may be. the 
caſe; and if ſo, I hope to make myſelf "Y 
very eaſy. Indeed, why ſhould I not? 
ſince this diſappointment would be very 
trifling, when compared to the many I 
have already received :---and yet I think 
I ſhouldbe a little mortified to have him 
ſo near us, and be denied the pleaſure of 
ſeeing him; but enough of this, and 
now let me return to Lady Frankford, 
whoſe 
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| whoſe pardon I ought to.afk for this del 
| - Yhdigreſſion. 


| She | is, my Jevipie, 8 a , moſt amiable 


_ to me. She 1 began, — 4 
| aſking me if I was indifpoſed, ſaying, 
| my countenance was much altered ſince 
| ſhe ſaw. me. laſt.---I anſwered only by a 
| ſigh, when taking my hand, with a look 

* full of ſweetneſs Why that ſigh, my. 

12 charming girl.?---The tenderneſs of her - 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


et 


voice and manner, was ſo different from 
what I had been lately accuſtomed to re- 
ceive, that it ſwelled my heart too big 
for utterance.---This ſhe obſerved, and 
with the utmoſt gentleneſs, entreated 
me to make her acquainted with my 
grief, ſaying, my dejected looks too 
plainly convinced her, I had N ä 
that preyed upon my ſpirits :—then with 

a beſeeching ſoftneſs, ſhe ſaid, Make me 
your friend, you ſhall ever find me a 
faichful one - and though it is very un- 
1 common 
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MISS SOMERSET. G@. 
common to be addreſſed in this manner. 


from the lips of a ſtranger, yet be aſſu- 
red, it is not more ſudden than ſincere: 
nor can I account for my partiality, but 
the firſt moment I ſaw you, I was preju- 
diced in your favor, which is a thing 
quite unuſual to me, s I am ſeldom 
taken with new faces, let them be ever ſo 
apreeable.---Thoſe wards you dropped to 
me at Frankford-Abbey, were not loſt, 
have frequently thought of them, 
and as often wiſhed to know the cauſe of 
your unhappineſs. | 
I was all this time, my Lavinia, ſi- 
lent, nor could I as yet make one grate- 
ful reply to what I heard: ;-—however, I 
involuntarily preſſed her hand to my lips, 
which: I ſaw ſhe was pleaſed with. 
Come, continued ſhe, let me know your 
whole hiſtory,---I am all impatience to 
aſſiſt ſo much lovelineſs. The tears now 
began to trickle dawn my cheeks ; when 
ſhe looked at me with a ſorrowful fur- 


— ſaying 1 1 fear I have ſaid too 
| much, 
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| much, m friendſhip has made me in- 
ä pertinent, and you unhappy; therefore, 
dry your eyes ; will no longer be in- 
quiſitve to know, what I. bend. 
will give you pain to relate. 
O! my dear Lady Frankford, repliedi 
I, ſuffer my tears; they are ſuch as have 
been a long, very long time ſtrangers to: 
my eyes.---Theſe, Madam, are tears of 
Joy let them flow in ſtreams, and teſ- 
tify my gratitude for ſo much goodneſs: 
they have now given me utterance, x | 
which, for ſome time, I have been de- 
prived of; notwithſtanding. the many 
efforts Thave made to thank your Ladi- 
ſhip for your unmerited kindneſs to a 
poor ffiendleſs girl. What do 1 hear? 
anſwered ſhe, looking with great aſton- 
iſhment,---is- it poſſible my "IE 
Miſs Somerſet can, with. any degree of 
propriety call herſelf by: that upp 
name? God forbid it ſhould be ſo, 
whilſt ſhe is under the care of an aunt, 
who is o univerſally eſteerged.---I ſhall 
ever - 
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ever be cautious, Madam, of ſaying any 
thing to the prejudice of my aunt, 
whom I ſhall always acknowledge my- 
ſelf greatly indebted to, for introducing 
me to your Ladiſhip, and ſhall, I am 
ſure, bleſs the hour that raiſed me ſuch 
a friend: but words are too weak to 
expreſs the many obligations I think 
myſelf under.---Not a ſyllable more of 
this, ſaid ſhe, interrupting me, you are 
welcome to all I can do for you, provi- 

ded you will never mention the words, 
obligation, gratitude, or thanks, as I 
have an utter diſlike to them; nor in- 
deed ſhall I ever be entitled to ſuch; 
from you, as the pleaſure of ſerving ſo 

good a girl will always overpay me. 

For this polite compliment, I made 
her a courtfy, ſaying, at the ſame fime, I 
would not, if poſſible, wound her ears 
with words that were diſagreeable to 
them, notwithſtanding it would be 
ſome relief to ſpeak what my heart was 
fo full of: * was going on, when ſhe 
held 


held up her nn care, my 
lovely girl, ſaid ſhe, or you will, un- 
awares, ſtumble again on your favourite 
words:---I bluſhed, and was filent.—-O | 
my. Lavinia, what true delicacy is, this 
worthy. lady poſſeſſed of ?. She 5 the 
greateſt pleaſure in heaping favors on 
others, whilſt ſhe herſelf behaves like the 
perſon moſt obliged. 

I now began my ſhort, unhappy ſtory. 
Her Ladiſhip was much affected 
with it. and, more than once, applied 
her handkerchief to her lovely eyes. 
On my. mentioning the behavior of 
Foxchace, ſhe exclaimed, O] the vile 
wretch !---I thought, till now, it was 
impoſſible for any man to act ſo like a 
brute. When I came to ſpeak. of Mr. 
Lucas, ſhe ſhook. her head, laying, Take 
care of him, my dear, he is a danger- 
ous man, and, if report ſpeaks true, his 
morals. are not the beſt,---I am, con - 
tinued ſhe, ſurpriſed at your aunt 's be-. 
avs nor can. I imagine what Hold: 
E. Make. 
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make her act ſo. different in this, from, 
her uſual character. Vour ſiſter has 
likewiſe been eſteemed, by the genera- 
lity of the world, as a prudent, good 
woman ʒ. therefore I am ſtaggered what 
to think of their preſent behavior. 
Perhaps it may be only to try, how calm- 
ly you will ſupport your misfortunes, as 
they may be of the ſame opinion with 
many others in the world, who think it 
right, that young people ſhould be inured 
to ſome troubles, in order to make them 
paſs through. life with more eaſe, ſhould. 
they happen at a time when. they: * 
leſs able to bear them. * 
Admitting this to be the caſe, Madam, 
---yet does not your Ladiſhiꝑ think, they 
have taken a wrong method, and carried. 
things already too far ?---I much fear my 
ſpirits will never be as they were.-—In- 
deed, indeed I cannot bear Mr. Foxchace, 
nor Mr, Lucas. God. forgive me, they are 
my averſion.---Be. eaſy; my good girl, 
neither of chem are worthy of you. 1 
8 doubt | 
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doubt not but you are reſerved for 2 


much better fate. She looked tenderly” 
on me.---I hope ſo too, Madam, faid I, 
though I ſee very little likelihood of a 
happy change at prefent.---I then, with 
a ſigh, regretted the loſs of my pen and 
ink; which her Ladiſhip no ſoonef 
beard, than ſhe replied, with ineffable 
goodneſs, I wiſh it was in my power to 
relieve all the diſtreſſes of my lovely Me- 
liora, with the ſame eaſe I can this; at 
the ſame time taking out of her pocket 
the prettieſt toy I ever beheld, faying, 
Gueſs what this may be.---I looked on it 
in ſilent admiration, as I had never- ſeen 
any thing of the kind before. This lit- 


tle toy, continued ſhe, contains nothing 
leſs than pens, ink, and wafers; it is the 


ſame J always uſed when writing to Sir- 
Harry; before our marriage; it was ſent 
me from London by a relation of his, and- 

I now- preſent it to you: write to your 


friend without reſerve; I will convey: - 


your letters to her, ſince you are at a 
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loſs how to ſend them otherwiſe.---In 
the mean time, you may depend on my 
all I can to ſoften your 
aunt's behavior ; and I am not without 


hopes of having ſome influence over her. 


Judge, my Lavinia, how my heart 


overflowed at all this unſpeakable good- 
neſs !---Ought I ever more to repine at 


my. lot? Ho indulgent has the di- 
vine providence been to me, in raiſing 


ſuch à friend, when I thought myſelf 


deſerted by the whole world, except my 


Lavinia I was about to fling myſelf 
at her Ladiſhip's feet, and acknowledge 


my gratitude "for her abundant kind- 


nefs, having, at that inſtant forgot the 


injunctions ſhe had laid on me: however, 
I was prevented by her riſing haſtily 


from her ſeat, ſaying, I am ſorry to 


leave you, my. dear girl, yet am under a 
neceſſity of ſhortening my viſit, in order 
to fulfill my promiſe to Sir Harry, which 
was, to return early, that I may ſee Lord 
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ordinary; and, perfect as he may be, 


home. 
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Freeman, who is extolled fy the wonker 
of the age. 

J think, my Lavints, in this he la 
bours under a diſadvantage, as every bo- 
dy expects to ſee ſomething very extra- 


yet few people anſwer the character that 
is formed of them on thoſe occaſions. 
Lady Frankford is of the ſame opinion, 
and has promiſed to Jet me know her real 
ſentiments of him at our next meeting; 
*till when, ſhe" earneſtly deſired me to 
keep up my ſpirits.—As ſhe was ſtep- 
ping into the chariot, ſhe tapped my check 

with her fan, ſaying, How gladly would! 

take my new friend with me; yet I do 
not defpair, added ſhe with a gracious 
mile, of our being very happy at Frank- 
ford-houſe, ere it be long. How unde- 
ſerving, Madam, am Jof all this good- 
neſs f The horſes gallopped off full ſpeed, 

as if in NS Wei ee 


1 | 1 could 
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I could not help breathing out, Fare- 
well, my excellent friend Do not be 
| jealous, Lavinia, I hope I have a ſuffi- 
cient room in my heart for you both.— 
My pen moves with the utmoſt ſwiftneſs, 
as if in haſte to communicate the Joyful 
citing to my lovely girl; my heart too 
has loſt ſome of its weight, fince this 
charming tet. d- tetł; and yet, my Lavi- 
nia, I ſometimes fear it will not be in her 
power to ſerve me, in the manner ſhe is 
deſirous of, as my aunt is too much 
wrapped up in Lady Moſs, for any one 
elſe to have much influence with her. 
However, I will not anticipate,---imagin- 
ary troubles are often worſe than real 
ones. 
My aunt: and Lady "Moſs are this 
inſtant returned; two carriages beſides 
accompanying them. The darkneſs of 
the evening prevents my diſcovering to 
whom they belong: however, I will 
ſuſpend my ed nor will I quit my 
room, ill I am 2 to attend 
them. 
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them.---Hark ! I hear Lady Moſs's voice 
in the anti-chamber.---She ſpeaks an- 
grily.---What can it mean ?---Surely, it 
cannot be my aunt and her Ladiſhi 


entered into a diſpute wet, if it ſhould 


be ſo, may I not reap ſome benefit by it? 
as I have reaſon to believe, my aunt 
would abate a great deal of her ſeverity, 
was ſhe not ſo much influenced by this 
piece of formality. 

Shall I lay down my pen and liſten to 
their diſcourſes? No, my Lavinia.---] 
have drawn to the fartheſt end of the 
room, and ſhut my ears from any word 
that may eſcape them:---rather let me 
die with curioſity, than indulge it at the 
expence of my honor.---What pain would 
the ſecret give, ſhould it prove ever ſo 
adyantageous to me, after conſidering the 
unjuſtifiable method I took to gain it.--- 
Yet why ſhould I proceed -thus, when 
I know you abhor ſuch a diſengenuous 
propoſal, and will not J fear forgive the 


queſtion; therefore am determined to blot 
it 
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it out. Ah! I am prevented, being cal- 
led to attend my aunt, I tremble at the 
ſummons, et I muſt obey. But firſt 
let me aſſure my amiable friend that I am, 
and ever will be, her truly affectionate 
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Miſs SOMERSET in Continuation. 


* 
. * 


| | M. Caſtle. 
F\ Lavinia! how greatly was I 
. miſtaken with regard to my aunt 
and Lady Moſs ; never were they on bet- 
ter terms. than now : I really believe they 
have not a thought which is concealed 
from each other; and yet I am, and ever 
thall be, amazed at their agreeingſo well, 
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as in their and manners they are 
direct . My aunt has rather a 


pleaſing perſon, with a manner, that 1 


can no way deſcribe, than by telling you 
it ſeems to claim reſpe&t from every 
body, and makes her appear in all com- 
panies to a very great advantage. I 
ſhould, myſelf, admire her much, would 
ſhe condeſcend to treat me with the ſame 
affability ſhe does others; but this I maſt 
never expect, as I am unluckily born to 
be the unhappy ſport of fortune, and 
fear Lady Moſs contributes not a little 
towards it. 


She is, my Lavinia, the moſt diſa- 


greeable, antique figure I ever beheld, 
and has all the ſtiff formality of the laſt 
age ; catching up one ſide of her gown, 
whenever ſhe eaves the room, and never 
returns without dropping a very ceremo- 
nious curtfy. - She condemns the moſt 
innocent mirth with the greateſt ſeve- 
rity, and frequently exclaims with much 
warmth againſt the many liberties young 
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people indulge themſelves in; ſaying, it 
ſhocks her to ſee them lounging their el- 
bows on the table, or elſe lolling their 
backs in a chair, which ſhe has always 
taken care to prevent, by fitting on a 
ſtool; nor has ſhe ever ſpoiled her ſhape, 
by affecting the odious faſhion of wearing 
thin ſtays. This, my friend, is very vi- 
fible; for, ' notwithſtanding. ſhe is al- 
moſt ſix feet high, her waiſt is but little 
more than a ſpan. 
I think I hear you ſay---Hold, Melio- 
ra!---lay down your pen,---this ſatyrical 
humour of your's ought not to be in- 
dulged.---Thank you, Lavinia.---Know, 
then, Lord Moſs. 1s returned much 
ſooner than he was expected ; and the 
altercation I heard in the anti-chamber, 
was between him and his lady. — Their 
looks to each other are diſtant and cool, 
not one endearing glance do I ever 
perceive paſs between them; and yet, 
you know, I am, on thoſe occaſions, a 
nice obſerver.— He has brought with 
E 2 him 
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him Mr. and Mrs. Heartfree.—She is 
very handſome, tall, genteel, and full of 
life and ſpirit —Lord Moſs firſt carried 
them to his own houſe, but finding his lady 
not returned, he drove immediately here, 
and met my aunt's carriage juſt as they 
were coming into the avenue. Lady 
Moſs pretended ſhe was ready to faint, at 
his unexpected return, and could not for 
a long time be compoſed.— However, I 
am apt to think Mrs. Heartfree contri- 
buted moſt to her diſorder and ſurpriſe; 
as I once heard her ſay to my aunt, O 
Miſs Montague! I am greatly diſtreſſed 
at the company of this gay woman :—T 
fear it deſigns me no good, —Lord Moſs 
at that inſtant came into the room, which 
prevented her ſaying more. 

He is, my Lavinia, much altered, — 
his ſprightly manner has quite forſaken 
him.— I much wiſh to know the cauſe of 
this ſudden change; yet muſt patiently 
wait, *till time ſhall reveal it.— I hear 
ſome one coming, —Adieu, 


I am 
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F am once more, my Lavinia, left 
quite alone. The ladies and gentlemen 
are all gone for an airing, without EEE 
me whether I choſe to accompany them 
or not — no very polite behaviour, 
you'll ſay.— However, I think myſelf 
not a little happy, in being thus ſuffered 
to indulge my ſolitude: the higheſt en- 
tertainment I can in my preſent ſituation 
experience. 

The morning is beautiful, beyond de- 
ſcription, which induces me to take a 
ſtrole in the garden. — There, my 
friend, will I reflect at leiſure on the 
pleaſing happy ſcenes we have formerly 
paſſed together; and for a moment en- 
deavour to baniſh thoſe gloomy ideas, 
which are often preſent to my mind,—- 
Farewel ! 0 

I had not been many minutes in the 
garden, liſtening to the harmonious 
warbling of the feathered choir, when 
my mind imperceptibly grew more at 
eaſe.; and I felt for a moment that tran- 

E 3 quillity, 
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quillity, which has ſo long been baniſhed. 
from the breaſt of your Meliora.— 
Pleaſed at my. humour, and willing to. 
indulge it, I immediately ran into the. 
breakfaſt - parlour, and taking up my 
guittar, which has ſo long lain uſeleſs, 
I. haſtened with it into the garden, and. 
aling myſelf on one of the ſlopes, I in- 
ſtantly began that little ſong of Bates's,. 
which you uſed ſo much to admire.—I 
had] not quite finiſhed it, before I heard 
ſomething. move, and looking up, 
who ſhould I perceive but Mr. Lucas, 
with his arms folded, ſtanding. directly 
before me Judge my confuſion, La- 
vinia ! I aroſe haſtily, and would have 
retired, but he, reſpectfully bowing, 
ſaid, Pardon my intruſion, dear Miſs. 
Somerſet and let me intreat you nat 
to leave me, *till I have apologiſed for 
my unpolite behaviour on my laſt viſit. 
aſſuring me, the recollection of it had 
not afforded him a moment's peace. 
Then calling himſelf a thouſand block 
heads 
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heads for being ſo unguarded, before the 
only woman whom his - ſoul. adored; 
2 by way of excuſe, attributed it to 
his natural. ſincerity, ſaying,. it was out. 
of his power to act the hypocrite, even. 
at the expence of his life, which he. 
found it was impoſſible to ſupport, un- 
leſs I would give him ſome. hopes of 
being happy. 

Lou may be aſſured; my Lavinia, 
I ſaid all I could to prevent his 
dwelling on a ſubject ſo very diſagreea- 
ble to me; yet all to no purpoſe —He 
{fill perſiſted in his odious ſuit.— At laſt 
taking both my hands, and preſſing them 
together, For God's ſake hear what I 
have to ſay.—TI am the moſt miſerable 
of men, if you refuſe me this requeſt. 
You muſt excuſe me, Sir, I replied, I can 
hear no more.—Ll have already ſaid, I 
never will be yours, therefore you diſtreſs 
me beyond meaſure, by obliging me to 
repeat, what I ſo earneſtly wiſhed to 
hear no more of.— I was going on, when 
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he ſtopped me, ſaying, Cruel Miſs So- 
merſet are you determined then to 
kill me by this unkind frankneſs? and 
down he dropped on his knees.—I held. 
out my hand, Pray, Sir, riſe.— Never, 
Madam, 'till you give me hopes of calling 
this mine; catching hold of my out- 
ſtretched hand, which I thought he "ould | 
have devoured with his Iips. —I was exr 
tremely diſpleaſed at this freedom; my 
countenance ſoon betrayed it. I tore 
my hand from him, and with a haughty, 
angry air, ſaid, I would leave him to re- 
flect at leiſure on his behaviour.—I was 
going; when, taking hold of my gown, 
No, Madam, you muſt not leave me in 
this dreadful ſituation: I cannot ſup- 
port your diſpleaſure :—tell me farſt, 
you will forgive me — tell me you will 
not think unfavourably of what is paſt. — 
I never can forgive you, Sir, if you ſtill 
perſiſt in this manner.— I have hitherto 
made it a rule to act with candor, and 
ſhould hate myſelf, was I capable of 
* trifling 
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trifing. with any one.—When I know 
my own heart, I think it would be 
highly ungenerous, if not criminal,, to 
keep another's in ſuſpence; therefore, 
pray let me hear no more of what I am. 
determined never to comply with.—I 
was again going, — he ſtill held me faſt, 
muttering to himſelf the laſt. words I. 
had pronounced; and looking. wildly. 
round him, at laſt fixing his eyes ſted- 
faſtly on me, he demanded, in a poſitive. 
tone, to know the reaſon of my diſliking 
him, ſaying he could not have expected 
ſuch treatment, after my ſo frankly own-- _ 
ing, I was diſengaged; adding likewiſe, 
that my aunt was no ſtranger to the ſin- 
cere paſſion he entertained for me, and. 
that he was well aſſured ſhe would be his 
friend on the occaſion. 

This I. knew but too well, my La- 
vinia, and could not help fetching a ſigh 
at the dreadful reflection: however, he 
did not obſerve it, as he. was ſpeaking 
wich great warmth, ſaying, I muſt look 
'E5 on! 


enn 
on him as a tame fool, ſhould he conſent 
to give me up, when he had fo powerful 
an advocate in his behalf. Indeed, in- 
deed, Sir, replied I, lifting up both my 
hands, I ſhould look on you as a worthy 
good man, and would ever revere you 
as ſuch.— There is no bearing this ſup- 
plicating poſture, Miſs Somerſet fear 
you will ſubdue me at laſt. He looked 
tenderly on me, and turned away in 
great emotion, He talked incoherent- 
ly to himſelf for ſome time, then came 
towards me with a wild deſpairing coun- 
tenance that terrified me beyond mea- 
ſure, ſaying, Aſk any thing of me, Ma- 
dam, I am this moment determined to 
grant your requeſt; and, not waiting for 
my reply, he ſnatched from the ab- 
bard his ſword This friendly weapon, 
Miſs Somerſet, ſhall rid you at once 
of that perſon who is ſo hateful to 
your ſight; and, pointing it to his 
breaſt, ſeemed as if, at that inſtant, he 
was going to fall on it ;—whulſt I ruſhed 
[09] 
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w him with all the ſwiftneſs imagina- 
ble Hold, Sir !—I conjure. you to lay 
aſide your cruel deſign ;—at the ſame 
time endeavouring, all I could, to wreſt 
the ſword from his hand.—No, Ma- 
dam, cried he, never will. I part with: 
this friendly inſtrument, *till you give 
me hopes of being more happy.ä— 1 
cannot live without you, therefore *twill 
be more kind in you to ſuffer me to 
purſue my preſent intention, than per- 
mit me to linger out a few: miſerable- 
weeks longer. —He again. pointed the 
word to his breaſt, declaring nothing 
ſhould now. prevent his intention, un- 
leſs I would conſent. to be his. 
I was no longer able to ſupport ſo 
terrifying a ſcene, and, giving a violent 
ſhriek, fainted away.—How long I re- 
mained in this ſhocking condition; I 
know not.—The firſt thing I perceived, 
on coming to myſelf, was my aunt, ſup- 
porting Lady Moſs, who appeared to be 
E 6. | in. | 
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in a manner very little different from 
that which I had juſt recovered. 

Mr. Lucas was ſtanding before me, 
holding. a glaſs. of water 5 a bottle of 
eau de luce. The ſervants were all ſcat- 
tered round us, in a confuſed manner. 
Rouſed at the dreadful proſpect before 


me, I forgot my own unhappy ſituation; 


and, flying to the aſſiſtance of my aunt,. 
who ſtill ſupported Lady Moſs, I begged. 
to know the cauſe of her diforder. When 
ſhe puſhed me from her with all the diſ- 
damn imaginable, ſaying, Be gone, you un- 


gracious girl! I inſiſt on it you this mo- 


ment leave me, nor ever dare to come into 
my preſence, till you can learn to behave 
more ſuitable to my will. J am no ſtrang- 
er to the diſorder you have occaſioned, 


continued ſhe, and though my heart is full 


of this worthy lady's ſufferings, pointing 
to Lady Mofs, yet I cannot help telling 


you, I am equally as much concerned to- 


hear of your inſolent behaviour to the 
good Mr. Lucas, who merits, in every 
reſpect, 
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reſpect, your ſuperior.--At this he bowed, . 
and begged ſhe would not condemn me, as 
he feared he had himſelf been greatly to. 
blame, in his raſh- behaviour, ſaying, my 
cruelty had-drove hm almoft to madneſs. 
I ſtood, my Lavinia, like a poor cri- 
minal, trembling at the bar of juſtice ;; 
with this. difference only; that the com- 
mon- privilege of ſpeaking in my own de- 
fence was denied me; as my aunt, in an. 
imperious tone, ſtamping her foot to the 
ground, ordered me once more from her 
preſence. Tobeyed, and Mr. Lucas walk 
ed with me, begging I would forget 
what had happened. My trembling 
tongue prevented my ſaying one word, 
*till we came to the door of tlie ſaloon ;; 
when I deſired him, in a faultering voice, 
to leave me. Will you then, Madam, 
promiſe to forgive what is paſt? I hate 
myſelf for my over-haſty temper. I was: 
filent. Speak but one word of comfort, 
Miſs Somerſet,, ſaid he, and I will be 
gone. I do, I do forgive you, ſtammered 

Zak Out. 
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out your wretched. trembling Meliora, 
hardly knowing what I ſaid. Thank 
you, dear good Madam, he replied, and 
capered away, light as an ignis fatuus. 
I had but juſt time to fling myſelf 
into a chair, before Mr. Heartfree en- 
tered the room. — Never was deſpair 
and horror more ſtrongly painted, than in 
his countenance. ;——he walked about in 
great diſorder, frequently beating his head 
and ſtamping his feet to the ground; then 
talking to himſelf like a madman, and 
looking wildly round him, he diſcovered 
me, when, ſtarting as if he had ſeen a 
ghoſt, he reeled towards the door, which, 
not being quite ſhut, gave way, on reſt- 
ing his back againſt it; ſo that he fell 
down a high flight of ſteps. —Never was 
ſurpriſe equal to mine at the variety of 
ſcenes I diſcovered. —However, I had not 
time for refle&tion, — I ran to him with 
all imaginable ſpeed. I found him ſenſe- 
leſs on the ground, and endeavoured to: 
raiſe him, but had not ſtrength. I ſpoke 

26 frequently 
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frequently to him, but he was too far 
gone to anſwer me. I ſcreamed for aſſiſt- 
ance, yet all to no purpoſe, as no body 
was within hearing; at laſt, putting my 
hand to his mouth, I could not diſcover 
he breathed More terrified now than: 
before, I left him, and ran in purſuit of * 
my aunt, whom I found juſt returning, 
with Lady Moſs leaning on her ſhoulder. 
I related, as well as my hurry would per- 
mit, the ſad accident that had befallen 
Mr. Heartfree ;—at hearing which they 
lifted up their hands and eyes, ſaying in 
a diſtreſsful tone, Where will our miſeries 
end! They were ſilent the reſt. of the 
Way, till we came to that ſpot where the 
unhappy gentleman lay.—We found him 
in the ſame ſenſeleſs manner as when I 
left him, and did every thing in our power 
to reſtore him.—At laſt he opened his 
eyes, and looking round with wild amaze- 
ment— Where am TI! pronounced he, in a 
tone of voice ſo diſmal, that it pierced 


my heart, Why, continued he, do you 
concern 
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concern yourſelves: about ſo miſerable a. 
being as myſelf ?—Qr why endeavour to. 
diſturb. me from that ſweet, tranquil re- 
poſe I have been. taking ?—O! had I. 
ever remained in.that deli ghtful llumber,, | 
how bleſſed ſhould. I. — been I. 
thought I was happy, — beyond deſcrip- 
tion happy. but new am I awaked to. 
a thouſand dreadful reflections.— 0. 
Mrs. Heartfree! Mrs. Heartfree Name 
not the vile. woman, exclaimed. lady. 
Moſs :—I am ſhocked to the. ſoul. at 
thinking there is ſuch a monſter on the 
earth. Abandoned wretch ! who. is a 
{ſcandal and diſgrace to her ſex. Though 
Lord Moſs had a thouſand faults, yet I 
know ſhe muſt have practiſed numberleſs 
arts to make him guilty of ſo flagrant a 
crime. My aunt deſired her to be calm. 
That is impoſſible, Miſs Montague, whilſt 
my wrongs. and ſufferings are ſo great. — 
By heaven and earth, replied Mr. Heart- 
free, as long as I have life, I will ſpare 
no pains to find the guilty peir, and 
then 
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then ſhould Lord Moſs eſcape, without due 
puniſhment, ſay I am a.coward, and de- 
ſerve the correction I would inflict on 
him.— He put his hand to his head in 
great agony ; and, attempting to riſe, fel. 
backwards, ſaying, Ah! how 1s my 
poor brain diſordered, —I fear I am in- 
capable of forming a right reſolution ;,— 
then, fetching a deep groan, he remain- 
ed for ſome time ſpeechleſs: whilſt my 
heart was pierced. at ſeeing his deplorable 
condition. At laſt, ſtarting up, with 
the utmoſt fury in his looks —By the 
great God that made me, I cannot ſub- 
mit to remain tamely here.—Are the 
horſes ready. ?—I will inſtantly be gone, 
and leave no ſpot unſearched, until 1 
have found. them.—So ſaying, he ſtag- 
gered the full length of himſelf, and muſt 
have fallen, had not Mr. Lucas caught 
him. in his arms. 

Judge, my Lavinia, how great my 
conſternation: and: ſurprize at beholding 
this * ſcene — Though I now 

found 
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found out that Lord Moſs and Mrs. Hears: 
free were eloped together, yet I was an 
entire ſtranger to the particulars of it, and 
could not help being greatly amazed, at 
their accompliſhing a ſcheme of this kind 
at a time when they were out all together, 
and deſignedonly taking a morning's ride. 
Many ſervants were immediately difſ- 
-patched to. different quarters in purſuit 
of them.—Mr, Heartfree {till talked 
wildly, and inſiſted on being permitted to 
follow them; but that was impaſſible, for, 
notwithſtanding the agitation of his mind, 
he was likewiſe greatly bruiſed with his 
fall, which affected his head extremely, 
and rendered him incapable of walking 
alone :—he was, at length, helped into- 
the bow parlour, and with much difficuly 
prevailed on to lay down on the ſopha,— 
He appeared now too weak to ſay much, 
but his looks viſibly e the diſor- 
der of his mind. 
Lady Moſs, all this time, * like a 
mad woman, uttering the moſt bitter in- 
vectives 
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vectives againſt the authors of her miſ- 


fortunes. 


My aunt joined with me in endeavour- 
ing to comfort her ;—for though I had, 


perhaps, too great reaſon to chink ſhe was 
not much my friend, yet, all things 


conſidered, ſhe moved me to pity her 
unfortunate caſe ;—nor could I prevent 


a few ſilent drops from ſtraggling down 


my cheeks, which ſhe, obſerving, ſaid, 


with the: utmoſt ſurpriſe—-What do I 
ſee !—Is it poſſible Miſs Somerſet can 
have any compaſſion for my unhappy 
fate? I do indeed, Madam, replied I, 
ſincerely commiſerate both you and Mr. 


Heartfree.—T am obliged to you, anſwer- 
ed ſhe, though I thought you could not 
be thus tenderly affected for me alone.— 
Not at this time, Madam !—your caſes 


being ſo ſimilar !—We then took three 


or four turns up and down the room. — 


She at length grew a little compoſed, 


and talked: to me with more affability, 
man I expected. 8 
My 
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My aunt ſtepped out to give ſome ne- 
ceſſary orders, and, on her return, I ſaw 
her look with ſome degree of aſtoniſh- 
ment at the unuſual intimiacy that appear- 
ed between. us. 

I have been told, my Lavinia, there 
are ſome tempers ſurpriſingly mended by 
misfortunes ;—nor do I think it very 
unlikely, but I ſhall find this to be the 
diſpoſition of Lady Moſs.—If this 
ſhould be the caſe, I flatter myſelf, I 
ſhall reap good out of evil. 

Yours, | 
MELIORA. SOMERSET. 


EEE IA. Y. 
Aiſs SOMERSET in Continuation: 


M. Caſtle. 
Aroſe this morning at ſix, and agree- 
able to my promiſe will proceed in 


my diſmal narrative; — but firſt let me 
tell: 
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tell you, the good Lady Frankford is ex- 


pected here in a few days;— my heart 
leaps at the joyful thought ;—I hope, 
through her ladyſhip's friendly means, I 
ſhall then receive a letter from my dear 
Lavinia :—however, now let me go on. 
Know then, poor Mr. Heartfree 1s ex- 
tremely ill, and confined to his room, in 
a raging fever, the beſt phyſician, this 
neighbourhood affords, attends him ;— 
his name is Wiſeman, ſuitable enough to 
his profeſſion ;—at preſent, he gives us 
but ſmall hopes of a recovery, which 1 
am very ſorry for. 
Lady Moſs is, to all appearance, ex- 
tremely well, - though ſhe is greatly diſ- 
pleaſed, if any one ventures to tell her 
ſo.— She complains much, —and fancies 
herſelf really ill, ſaying her diſorder preys 
dreadfully on her ſpirits; though, at 
times, ſhe is as chearful as I ever remem- 
ber to have ſeen her. — She likewiſe in- 
ſiſts on Dr. Wiſeman's viſiting her, as 
regularly as he does Mr, Heartfree.--This 
| you 
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you may be aſſured he does not omit, 
though I can plainly perceive, notwith- 
ſtanding the natural gravity of his phiz, 
he can ſcarcely help ſmiling at the farce 
he is carrying on, whilſt ſhe, with a ſo- 
lemnity of countenance hardly to be 
equalled, makes him acquainted with her 
imaginary complaints, and defires he 
would think of ſomething ſpeedily, that 
may reheve her, (as hers is not a diſorder 
to be trifled with.)—On which he ſhakes 
his head and looks conſequential for ſome 
time; ſaying, it is a complicated cafe, 
and muſt be taken into the moſt ſerious 
conſideration. Then, in a deliberate tone, 
he deſired leave to feel her pulſe, telling 
her at the ſame time, that could her lady- 
ſhip ſubmit to loſe a little blood in both 
arms, it might be of infinite ſervice to 
her; after which he would conſider fur- 
ther what was to be done. —He would 

himſelf ſtay and fee the operation. 
Accordingly Mr. Wright, the ſurgeon, 
was ſent for, on which ſhe readily com- 
| plied 
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plied with Doctor Wiſeman's requeſt, ſay- 
ing ſhe ſhould ever rely on his judgment, 


having frequently received great benefit 


by it. The doctor bowed, and deſired 
Mr. Wright to tie up her ladyſhip's arm, 
which he was about to do, extremely 
well, when ſhe gave him ſuch a charge 
to be careful, (telling him how much ſhe 
dreaded it, and a thouſand other things) 
which threw the poor man into ſuch a tre- 
mor, that the lancet flipped, and we all 
thought he had cut the main artery of 
her arm.—This, my Lavinia, was the 
greateſt ſhock we had yet received, —nor 
did I ever ſee my aunt fo much alarmed 
before. She even tore her hair for vex- 
ation. Lady Moſs actually fainted away, 
when I, with more preſence of mind, than 
is natural to me, recollecting an admi- 
rable ſtyptic Ihad in my beaureau, ran up 
ſtairs to fetch it, and in my hurry opened 
by miſtake the door of Lady Moſs 8 
apartment inſtead of my own. 


But 
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But how, my Lavinia, was I ſurpriſed, 
at ſeeing a beautiful young creature on 
her knees, with her fine eyes (bedewed 
with tears) lifted up to the ſupreme be- 
ing, in all the fervency imaginable !—She 
aroſe with great precipitation, and looking 
round her, in a confuſed manner, drop- 
ped me a curtſy, ſaying, —What ills, 
Madam, have I been innocently the cauſe 
of ! I aflured her I knew of none, at the 
ſame time apologiſing for my abrupt en- 
trance. s it poſſible, continued ſhe, you 
can be an inhabtant in this family, and be 
unacquainted with the great unhappineſs 
I have occaſioned? She ſighed.— Indeed, 
Madam, ſaid I, I am a ſtranger to it; and 
was I to judge from appearances, ſhould 
be more inclined to think you would 
give pleaſure, rather than * 
wherever you came. 

She bowed, ſaying, I find you are quite 
unacquainted with my misfortunes; then 
looking earneſtly on me, — Can you, ſaid 
ſhe, acquaint me, if they have received 

any 
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any intelligence of the vile Mrs. Heart- 
tree? I told her, I believed not :—at 
length recolle&ing the ſituation I had 
left Lady Moſs in, I begged her to ex- 
cuſe me for a minute or two, when I 
would, if poſſible, return again; and 
haſtening down ſtairs, with all imaginable 
ſpeed, I had the pleaſure of ſeeing Lady 
Moſs much better, nor was the artery of 
her arm cut as we at firſt imagined; —it 
was only the great fright Mr. Wright 
was in, which made him think it was fo, 
as his hand ſhook to that degree, he 
could ſcarcely guide the lancet ;=<how- 
ever, on farther examination, all proved 


well. 
My thoughts were now entirely taken 


up about the young lady I had juſt ſeen, 
nor could I help wondering how ſhe came 
there, and by what accident ſhe appeared 
ſo intereſted in our family. ou may 
be aſſured, my curioſity to know this, 
was too great to let this firſt opportunity 
{ip of paying her a viſit I found her 

Vo. I. F rather 
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rather more chearful, and meeting me at 
the door, ſhe laid, Madam, you are ex- 
ceeding kind, in ſo ſoon viſiting the 
chamber of diſtreſs. —She took me by 
the hand, and, with a manner inex- 
preſſibly graceful, led me to a ſeat — 
She enquired very tenderly for my aunt 
and Lady Moſs, and ſeemed very anxious 
about the welfare of Mr. Heartfree. 

I gave her the beſt information I could 
to the many queſtions ſhe was pleaſed to 
aſk me, though my curioſity would not 
ſuffer me to be very minute, as I longed 
to know by what chance ſhe became ſo 
well acquainted with every thing relative | 
to our family.—She obſerved my im- 
patience, and, with a ſweet ſerenity 
almoſt peculiar to herſelf, ſaid, I will 
no longer keep you in ſuſpence.—I ſee, 
Madam, you are deſirous of knowing by | 
what means I came here. [ 

My acquaintance in this family is of no 
longer a date than laſt Tueſday, —yet the 
many friendſhips I have in that ſhort time 
experienced, 
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experienced, will ever make me eſteem 
them the moſt valuable people living. — 
I' could not, - my Lavinia, help ſighing, 
and ſilently wiſhing they would behave 
to me in the ſame manner, —whilſt-ſhe- 
continued with ſaying, | 
Know then, Madam, I have for ſome 
time been ſettled in an obſcure village, in 
this neighbourhood, with a widow lady, 
who has three or four agreeable daughters, 
and with whom I thought myſelf. very 
happily ſituated. The greateſt ſatisfac- 
tion I enjoyed was in a peaceful morn- 
ing's walk, which I generally indulged 
| myſelf in, whenever the weather would 
permit.——The young ladies of the family 
were frequently kind enough to accom- ' 
pany me, when nothing more material 
interfered ; however, they were unluckily 
for me prevented, on Tueſday morning, 
by the arrival of a viſitor ah as we were 
ſetting out. 
The weather was extremely fine, and 
unfortunately tempted me to walk rather 
F 2 further 
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further than I at firſt intended. The in- 
ſtant I had formed a reſolution of return- 
ing home, ruſhed from the hedge a man 
vith a maſk over his face. Judge, Ma- 
dam, my ſurprize I have not words to 
deſcribe the terror I was in, at be holding 
ſo. formidable an enemy; and though I 
have met with a variety of misfortunes, 
yer I never ſtood more in need of a friend 
than at this inſtant, being greatly ſhocked 
at the brutality of his-manner; when catch-. 
ing me in his arms, he was, carrying me 
towards. a horſe-which was faſtened to a 
gate : I ſcreamed all the way murder, 
and cried out in the moſt piercing tone 
imaginable for help. He endeavoured 
to ſtop my mouth, whilſt I tore from his 
face the maſk; by which means I had 
a perfect view of the moſt ſavage coun- 
tenance J ever yet ſaw. 

Enraged at having himſelf thus ex- 
| Poſed, he now began to treat me with 
horrid familiarity; nor can I attempt to 
deſcribe my diſtreſs, at being alone, and 

| quite 
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quite undefended, with this brute, How- 
ever, he could not tie up my mouth ſo 
effectually as to prevent my making a 
more hideous noiſe than before, which e ex- 
aſperated him extremely, and, with the 
utmoſt. fury darting from his eyes, he. ® 
threatned dreadful things, unleſs I would 
ceaſe; ſtill dragging me towards the horſe, 
ſaying with a herrid oath, that my mak- 
mg any further refiftance would ſignify 
nothing, as I was now quite in his power. 
But how happily was he in this miſ- 
taken? as at the fame inſtant Lord Moſs, 
hearing my diſtreſs, came galloping to- 
my reſcue, which as ſoon as the monſter 
perceived, he quitted me, mounted his 
horſe and rid off; but not without aſ- 
ſuring me, with a diſappointed, malicious 
grin, that this ſhould not ſecure me from 
his vengeance. 

As ſoon as Lord Moſs came up to me, 
he kindly untied the handkerchief, that the 
villain had 'made uſe of to prevent my 
making a noiſe, and begged I would relate 

= 5. to 
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to him all that had paſt z which I did, as 
well as the diforder and hurry of my 
iparits would permit me,—He liſtened 
very . attentively, and frequently ex- 
preſſed himielt with great warmth againſt 
the ſcoundrel who dared thus to infulr 
me. Then obſerving, it happened very 
fortunately, that he had juſt parted from 
his company, in order to enjoy a more 
private ride by which means my diſ- 
mal cries had reached his ears, and had 
fo luckily preſerved me from a wretch, 
whoſe baſe views he ſhould ever think 
himſelf happy in preventing. 

I had but juſt time to tell hun what a 
grateful ſenſe 1 had, and ſhould always 
entertain of his goodneſs, when we heard 
the noiſe of a carriage, and trampling of 
horſes near at hand ;—on looking round, 
he diſcovered them to be the fame he 
had a hule before parted from ;—there- 
tore, taking my hand, he genteely led 
me to the coach, which topped imme- 
diately when we came in fight of it. 

Guess, 
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Gueſs, Madam, the ſurpriſe the whole 
company was in, at ſeeing Lord Mois 
advance towards them ;—leading me, 
whoſe difordered dreſs and manner too 
plainly teſtified the rough _— ] had 
met with. 

Lady Moſs, I thought, at rt, looked 
on her lord a little uuf pictouſly ; how- 
ever, he ſoon removed all doubt, by 
relating the whole affair, and telling them 
how providentially he had been the means 
of my eſcaping from the worſt of vil 
lains ;——adding, he was fo much exaſ- 
perated againſt the wretch, who dared to 
attempt. injuring fo. much innocence, 
that he was determined to purſue him. 

It is impoſſible to tell you the many 
arguments which were made uſe of, to 
diſſuade him from this reſolution yet 
all to no purpoſe :—he ſeemed abſolutely 
bent on finding him out ;—and accord- 
ingly difpatched two of his ſervants dif- 
ferent ways, that the wretch might not 
eſcape their ſearch.— Mrs. Heartfree was 

F 4 on 
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on horſeback, and pretended to be very 
much concerned at what I had ſuffered. 

The ladies adviſed her to come into 
the ceach,—which ſhe objected to, by 
 faying—any thing of a flight always 
occaſioned her a violent pain in her head; 
and that nothing bur ſleep would ever 
remove it ;—therefore ſhe would, if per- 
mitted, return home, and endeavour to 
compoſe herſelf. 

Mr. Heartfree now joined the ladies. in 
preſſing her again very earnaſtiy to accept 
of a ſeatin the coach; telling her, at the 
ſame time, they would ſhorten their ride, 
and go home immediately ;—which ſhe 
Mill poſitively declined, ſaying—ſhe had 
much rather be on horſeback; — and de- 
fired they would not think of returning 
with her, as ſhe would not excuſe her- 
ſelf, if ſhe thought ſhe was the cauſe of 
haſtening them back a moment ſooner 
than they otherwiſe intended. 

Lord Moſs ſeemed to laugh at what 
ſhe ſaid, and, in a jocular manner, 
preſented 
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preſented her with a. bottle of drops, 
telling her, ' they were excellent things to 
cure the ſpleen; —at which ſhe made 
him no anfwer, but, taking a ſuight 
leave of the reſt of the company, ſhe iu- 
ſtantly ſet out, as we imagined, to re- 
turn home; attended only by one ſer- 
vant, which was Lord Meise, as he had 
genteely offered him to her, for that 
purpoſe. 
Lord Moſs now came to the coach 
door, and making a polite bow, told 
Mr. Heartfree, he would leave the la- 
dies in his care, and looking earneſtly - 
on me, ſaid—he was determined to pur- 
ſue his firſt intention of following the 
villain,—I again entreated him not to 
think of it, telling him the ſervants , 
would in all probability diſcover him.— 
The ladies likewiſe joined in petitioning | 
him to ſtay with them, but all in vain: . 
he left us, ſaying he hoped to re- 
turn ſoon, and entertain us with his ad- 
venture. 
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The ladies now placed me between 
them, and deſired I would be very parti- 
cular, in recounting all that had hap- 
pened to me, which you may be aſſured 
I did in the beſt manner I was capable of, 
whilſt they expreſſed great pleaſure at 
my being ſo happily preſerved :---I then 
told them I was very apprehenſiye, from 
his laſt words, that, if he ſhould eſcape 
Lord Moſs's ſearch, he might afterwards 
purſue me {till farther; nor could I ſuf- 
ficiently guard againſt the many vil- 
lainous ſtratagems he might make uſe 
of, to get me a ſecond time in his power, 
when I ſhould expect no mercy.---Miſs 
Montague, with great goodneſs, deſired 
me to be eaſy, aſſuring me I ſhould re- 
main a cloſe priſoner at her houſe ; nor 
would ſhe ſuffer me to return again to 
Mrs. Stapleton's, *till they had diſco- 
vered ſomething of him; but in the mean 
time would diſpatch a ſervant, with a let- 
ter to acquaint her of my welfare. | 
It 
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It is for this reaſon, Madam, I am 
confined in the manner you now ſee me; 
nor ſhall T have reſolution enough to 
venture out; at this ſhe pauſed, as if 
waiting for my anſwer. -I thanked her 
for the obliging confidence ſhe had placed 
in me, and affuring her I was, *till now, 
an entire ſtranger to all ſhe had been 
relating, as neither my aunt nor Lady 
Moſs had ever given me the moſt diſtant | 
hint of her being in the houſe. 

I congratulated her on her lucky 
eſcape, at the ſame time ſaying, J hop-- 
ed her troubles were entirely over. 

At this ſhe looked ſtedfaſtly on me, 
and fetching a deep ſigh, id, — That, 
Madam 1s impoſſible, my diſtreſſes are 
of ſuch a nature, that time will rather 
aggravate, than alleviate my grief. 
You ſhall, continued ſhe, at a proper 
ſeaſon, be acquainted with my unhappy 
hiſtory ; at preſent I have no ſpirits to 
relate It. 


SE At 
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At mentioning this, the tears trickled 
down her lovely cheeks, whilſt I beg- 
ged her to be compoſed.---Mortifying re- 
flection!] exclaimed ſhe, that the wicked 
Mrs. Heartfree ſhould. ſo baſely take 
advantage of my diſtreſs, and under the 
ſpecious pretence of. a violent fright and 
head-ach, inſtead of going home, ſhould 
that inſtant make an elopement with 
Lord Moſs. 

On our arrival here, the firſt queſtion 
Miſs Montague aſked, was after the 
welfare of Mrs. Heartfree ; at which the 
ſervants all looked ſurpriſed, declaring 
they had not ſeen her. 

Lady Moſs was in an inſtant alarmed, . 
and without making any anſwer, flew 
directly up ſtairs, from whence ſhe ſoon 
came down; and, with a countenance 
filled with "Way faid;---It is but too 
true. She is not there, but fled 1 fear 
with Lord Moſs.—It is all a vile contri- 
vance between them.---I have long ſuſ-· 
pected. it; yet feared to reveal what I 
thought, 
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thought. She then aſked, if William, 
the ſervant, that attended on her, was 
returned ?--.-But he likewiſe had not 
. made his appearance. 

At this inſtant Mr. Heartfree came in, 
and with a chearful look welcomed us 
home nor did he ſeem to obſerve the 
ſurpriſe and terror, which appeared in 
every one's countenance. Turning to the 
maid-fervant, who was dy, 
he affectionately inquired for his wife, 
ſaying, Don't let her be diſturbed ;-—-1 
hope ſhe will ſoon recover. 

Ah, Sir! replied Miſs Montague in a 
diſtreſsful tone, we ſhould have been 
more cautious.— She has, I fear, taken 
an effectual method to difturb her 
for ever.At 1 this, he 
wildly, when his 1 to ſpeak 
almoſt choaked him. 

Lady Moſs then ſcreamed out, The vie 
woman is certainly eloped with my 
wicked Lord.---At which Miſs Monta- 
gue related to him their ſuſpicions.---I 

tremibled 
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trembled to ſee the agitation he was in.--- 
He walked up and down the room in a 
dreadful paſſion, andcould not, in his firſt 
1 help uttering very ſevere expreſſions 
indeed, calling for curſes on them both. 
Then he would more calmly whiſper to 
himſelf,---It cannot be !---It is all a miſ- 
take She could not act ſo baſely l. At 
length, beating his head, he heartily 
blamed his own credulity. Talk not at 
that idle rate, Sir, replied Lady:Moſs ;--- 
had they now been -prevented, they 
would certainly have taken ſome other 
opportunity 'of carrying their wicked 
ſcheme into execution,-—as this, take 
my word for it, is a premeditated affair. 
If you thought ſo, why. had you not 
been more on your guard ? anſwered 
Mr. Heartfree.---On which Lady Moſs 
gave way to a violent paſſion, ſaying,--- 
Am l, Sir, to be blamed for the wicked 
conduct? here ſhe ſtopped, and turning 
pale, ſunk back in her chair. -Miſs 
Montague aſſiſted in helping her into 
Fs. | the 
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the -garden.---Mr. Heartfree left the 
room, 'declaring he would inſtantly pur- 
ſue them. I then retired to this apart- 
ment, with a, heart but too much op- 
preſſed at the miſerable ſcenes I had been 
witneſs to. 

Here, my Lavinia, the lovely ir 
concluded ;---I was all thankfulneſs for 
her obliging - account, but under a ne- 
ceſſity of haſtening away, leſt my aunt 

ſhould diſcover where I had been. 

She accompanied me to the door, ſay- 
ing, May I hope, Madam, for the fa- 
vor of ſeeing you often? I cannot ex- 
preſs how much you have relieved me 
by this kind viſit. 

I affured her I would not omit wait- 
ing on her every opportunity ; though I 
was under the diſagreeable taſk of telling 
her, it muſt be by ſtealth, as my aunt 
had not thought proper to acquaint me 
of her being here. 

I own to you, my Lavinia, I amgreat- 
th. charmed with = fair wanne. — 

She 
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She does not ſeem to be more than eigh- 
teen—her complexion is lovely, beyond- 
deſcription—her eyes blue and ſhining— 
her noſe aquiline—her teeth white and 
even—then as for her lips, they ex- 
ceed 
I can go no farther.—1 know you will 
laugh at this aukward account I have 
already given.— Be it fo, Lavinia, it 
will be no more than what will deſervedly 
be beſtowed on your 
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Miſs KmienrtLy to Miſs Sobtxxks Er. 


Knightly-Court. 

IT H what inexpreſſible pleaſure 
do I embrace this opportunity 
of writing to my charming Meliora ! An 
indulgence I ſhould have deſpaired of, 
had not your worthy friend, Lady Frank- 
5 ford, 
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ford, ſent me your packet, which I read 
with trembling impatience; whilſt my 
dear mother joined with me in exclaim- 
ing againſt the cruelty of your aunt and 
the good woman—1, that have known 
her from a child, want no proof to con- 
vince me how undeſerving _= is of thus 
ſevere treatment. 

Sir Thomas Watts came in at this in- 
ſtant, and knowing how deeply he is 
intereſted in every thing that concerns 
you, I made no ſcruple of relating to 
him all that had paſt. He heartily fym- 
pathiſed with us in commiſerating your 
misfortunes ;—-yet, my aimable girl, let 
me adviſe you, by all means, to keep up 
your ſpirits ;-—a time may, and I doubt 
not will, come, when you will be able 
to ſurmount all difficulties, and triumph 
in your turn. 

A month is lapſed ſince the marriage 
of your ſiſter, in which time I have only 
ſeen her once; — ſhe has taken the title 


of. 
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of Lady Obrian Ruefu, and, believe 
me, her looks but too well correſpond 
with her name. 
I was one morning viſiting Lady Eaſy, 
when Sir Peter Rueful and his Lady 
dropped in by chance; — the ſight of me 
did not, I believe, add to the pleaſure of 
their viſit; — nothing but the moſt di- 
ſtant complaiſance paſſed between us. 
Sir Peter placed himſelf directly op- 
pokſite'to me, which afforded me an op- 
portunity of taking a more perfect view 
of his perſon, than I ever did before, — 
and, diſagreeable as it is, yet there 
is ſomething in his face (if I underſtand 
any thing of phyſiognomy) that, I am 
inclined to think, indicates a mind ſtill 
more odious than his outward form; 
but as I do not pretend to much ſkill of 
this kind, I may perhaps be miſtaken. 
Mr. Padſtow is, to our very great 
- furpriſe, returned from abroad, and has 
been ſome time with us. The firſt thing 
he inquired after, was your welfare. — 
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I was ſilent. He again repeated the 
queſtion.— I could not, my dear girl, 
bear the diſagreeable thoughts of morti- 
fying him at once, by relating the un- 
happy ſcenes, which had paſt in his ab- 
ſence, - therefore endeavoured to wave 
the diſcourſe: hen looking at me with 
great impatience, why, ſaid he, Miſs 
Enightly, do you trifle with me in this 
manner? How can you delight to keep 
me in this, cruel: ſuſpence?—Is. Mis 
Meliora Somerſet ſtill at Herbert-Hall ? 
If ſo; I will haſten to her unmediately.— 
He was going; I was obliged to ſtop 
him, with promiſes of telling him all that 
had happened, —which I did in the moſt 
gentle manner but when ſpeaking of 
the ſufferings you had met with on his 
account, his manly eyes plainly diſco- 
vered how much his heart was touched, 
and turning from me, Say no more, 
Miſs Knightly, upon my ſoul I cannot 
bear it: on which he drew towards the 
window, and ſobbed aloud. My me 

ther 
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ther at this inſtant entered the room; 
he had not yet ſeen her ;—ſhe ſpoke to 
bim with all the affection of a parent, 
whilſt he taking his handkerchief from 
his pocket, applied it to his eyes, then 
embraced her with reverence. 

My mother looked on him, then 
on me, as if ſurpriſed. I told her what 
had been our converſation; her eyes 
gliſtened, which he obſerving, ſaid, For 
God's ſake, dear Madam, do not "_ 
diſordered mind diſtreſs you. 

Though I always eſteemed Miſs 80 
merſet, as the moſt lovely of her ſex, 
yet the conſideration of my youth and 
circumſtances prevented my then en- 
couraging any other paſſion for her, than 
as that of a brother; but the many 
years I have been abſent, has proved ſo 
amazingly ſucceſsful, that I have, for 
ſome time, entertained very different ſen- 
timents, and flattered myſelf, the pro- 
pofals I can now make, would not be 
ahjected to by her friends ;—which in- 

duced. 
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duced me- to write to Mr. Somerſet, 
having at that time not heard of his 
death, and acquainted him, in a very 
particular manner, with every thing re- 
lating to myſelf, and ſcrupled not to 
own the ſincere paſſion I entertained for 
his amiable daughter; to whom I took 
the liberty of incloſing a letter at the 
ſame time, and begged, if it met with 
his approbation, he would deliver it to 
her: but not receiving any anſwer, I 
was at laſt reſolved to viſit England. | 
Ol my Mehora, could you have 
ſeen how ſorrowful he looked, at pro- 
nouncing; theſe words, your heart, I 
think, muſt have been deeply affected: 
I aſſure you mine was; though I uſed all 
poſſible means to comfort him. But, 
alas! in a few days after, he was taken 
extremely ill, and has kept his bed. 
However, we are now in hopes he is 
ſomething better. I have . aſ- 
ſured him you never received or heard 
any GP of his letters, and told him, I 
doubted 
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doubted not but they fell into your fiſ-- 
ter's hands. This I dare ſay is the caſe, 
which accounts for your being ſent for in 


ſo great a hurry, the laſt time we: ſaw 
you at Knightiy-Court. 6 | 


He ſeems at times to be a little Paci. 


fied, which inclines me to think my ar- 
guments have ſome effect upon him. He 
often ſpeaks with the greateſt affection of 
his ſiſter, and ſays he expects her here 
ſoon, having ſent abroad for her. You 


know ſhe has received her education in a 


nunnery, and I hear ſhe is a very accom- 
pliſhed girl; but I do not know whether 


ſhe is there now, or with her couſin. 


Blane, in France, as Mr. Padſtow ſays 
he has not ſeen her theſe eight months. 


The good Sir Thomas, to uſe your 


own words, has been a conſtant: atten- 
dant on Mr. Padſtow, and. there ſeems 


to be a friendſhip AP firm root be- 


tween them. 


Sir Thomas improves: in my Male | 
good opinion daily; ſhe is continually - 


expreſſing 
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expreſſing, the great regard ſhe has for 
him, and the. pleaſure ſhe reaps from his 
engaging converſation ; obſerving, that 
his ſentiments correſpand exactly with 
her own. I really believe ſhe knows. 
no diſtinction in her regard between 
Us. | 

Was then my Meliora at peace, what 
a happy creature would her Lavinia be! 
Frequently do we join in wiſhing you 
with us; whilſt every purling rivulet 
preſents to my mind ſome pleaſing re- 
membrance of my lovely gurl. 

I am almoſt afraid to aſk you, whe- 
ther you have ſeen Mr. Foxchace, or not. 
I imagine you have, as I hear he has been 
abſent from Blear-Hall for ſome time, 
and gave out, that he was going to M 
Caſtle; which he ſaid he ſhould have 
viſited much ſooner, had he not been 
prevented by a fall from his horſe, which 
bruiſed him in a terrible manner. This 
was told me by Mr. Hutchings, who, I 
find, is one of his bottle companions, 
and 
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and whom I could not look on with the 
leaft civility after I knew it. 

I hope you will always find means to 
prevent an union with ſuch a deteſted 
monſter : the very thought of its being 
otherwiſe, chills my blood, and almoſt 
ſtops my pen from proceeding ;---yet 
why ſhould I fear ?--merit, like yours, 
will ſome time or other be rewarded. 

Sir Thomas continually preſſes me to 
fix a day for our union, which he is 
pleaſed to ſay will be the happieſt of 
life. My mother is equally ſolicitous 
with himſelf, and inſiſts on its being de- 


layed no longer than 'till the arrival of 


my brother, who 1s expected from his 
travels very ſoon. I ſuppoſe ſhe in- 
tends: he ſhall officiate as father, know- 
ing the great affection that has ever ſub- 
ſiſted between us; and yet, my friend, I 
have never wrote him a ſyllable of the 
matter. He will, I am ſure, be pleaſed 
with it, when once he is acquainted with 
the goodneſs of Sir Thomas's heart. 

The 
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The melancholy account you gave me 
of poor Mr. Heartfree, ſhocks me much. 
1 am equally deſirous with yourſelf of 
knowing the hiſtory of the charming 
ſtranger. I likewiſe wiſh to be acquaint- 
ed with the real character of your other 
paramour Mr. Lucas---{urely never any 
body before had two more ee 
ſuitors. ; 

I would have you take a world of « care 
when you ſee Lord Freeman, or, I am 
apt to think, he will make your heart 
beat a very different tune from what it 
has hitherto done with your affectionate 

LAVINIA KNIGHTLY. » 
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me ſo much, by relating your fufferings 
on my account? Ah ! my friend!] what 
an unfortunate. creature am I, to give 
a moment's pain to the beſt heart in the 
world ! If you would endeavour to con- 
tribute to my happineſs, you muſt in- 
ſtantly reſolve to ſhake off that heavy 
melancholy, which I fear is ſtealing on 
you, and which I ſhould never forgive 
myſelf, for being the cauſe of. I could 
not prevent an involuntary tear, at per- 
ceiving none of thoſe ſprightly ſallies, 
which once uſed to adorn your excellent 
epiſtles. Was I the moſt miſerable 
wretch on earth, I could not bear my 
friend ſhould be ſo great a ſharer in my 
misfortunes, as to loſe her amiable vi- 
vacity. 

How can you ſuffer the worthy Sir 
Thomas to preſs ſo ardently for the 
happy day ?---Why talk of your good 
mother's inliſting on its being delayed no 
longer than till the arrival of your bro- 
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ther? Why not at once conſent to be- 
ſtow your hand where, I am certain, your 
heart . has, for a long, very long time, 
been deſervedly fixed? How do I wiſh 
myſelf with you! What would I not ſay, 
to forward an union which promiſes, on - 
all ſides, ſuch laſting happineſs ? Let 
me entreat you to talk no longer of wait- 
ing for your brother. Delays are too 
frequently attended with — and un- 
foreſeen difficulties. 

I ſhall be heartily rejoiced to hear of 
che ſafe arrival of Miſs Padſtow. Though 
I have not the pleaſure of knowing her; 
yet I have been often told, ſhe is a moſt 
charming ſprightly girl. 

Believe me, I greatly pity poor Mr. 
Padſtow. How cruel was it of my ſiſter 
to make ſo wrong a uſe of his well in. 
tended letters! Had ſhe conſidered the 
affection my father always expreſſed for 
him, I think ſhe could not have treated 
him ſo baſely. Yet, my Lavinia, why 
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could I think the contrary, contenu 


-her behaviour to me ? 

I am much concerned at the account 
you have given me of Sir Peter Rueful 
and his Lady; I begin to imagine ſhe 
already repents what ſhe has done, —elſe, 
I fear your ſkill in phyſiognomy will 
prove true. But, let me drop this ſub- 
ject, and haſten to tell you what I am 
ſure will give you pleaſure. 

You are to know then, that my aunt's 
behaviour has been ſo kind to me, ever 
fince the arrival of Lady Frankford, 
that I begin to think myſelf quite another 
creature, and ſhould entertain the pleaſ- 
ing hope of ſeeing you once more, was 
it not for Mr. Padſtow's being with you; 
who IJ am certain they will take care I 
ſhall avoid : -but why ſhould they tor- 
ment themſelves with groundleſs ſuſpi- 
cions? J am ſure, my regard for him 
is no more than a ſiſterly one, which 
may be ſomewhat natural; the intimacy 
that ſubſiſted between us when children 
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conſidered. However, enough of this, 
and | ey | 

Now, Lavinia, give me leave to facr- 
litate myſelf on the eſcape of Mr. Fox- 
chace z---I flatter myſelf it is even fo, 
having ſeen nothing of him here. 1 
think I can write his name with a tole- 
rable degree of patience. O ! my friend! 
- ſhould I be really rid of him, what in- 
expreſſible pleaſure will it give me! 

Mr. Lucas is here frequently;---his be- 
haviour 1s rather mended. Poor Mr. 
Heartfree is better, and intends, as ſoon 
as he is perfectly recovered, ſetting out 
in purſuit of the travellers, who, we 
have heard, were ſeen together or their 
road to France, 

Lady Moſs ſees very little company,--- 
complains much of being indiſpoſed, 
and confines herſelf chiefly to her dref- 
ſing-room, with miſs Stepney, which I 
have learned is the name of the beautiful 
ſtranger. A ſummons to dinner. Adieu. 


G 3 Monday 
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Monday Morning. 

After the liberty I have taken of chi- 
ding my lovely girl, ought I; my La- 
vinia, to be diſpleaſed with your friend- 
ly caution.? I mean, with regard to Lord 
Freeman : no indeed, I am not; I think 
it was a very neceſſary one, conſidering 
the great character Lady Frankford has 
juſt been giving me of him; and you 
know every thing ſhe ſays has great 
weight with me. Sir Harry extols him 
to the ſkies; all his friends ſeem to vye 
with each other, who ſhall be moſt loud 
in his praiſes. Some one taps at my 
door,---who.can it be? 1 mut lay alice 
my letter. 

Well, Lavinia, what * 7 
do. come to paſs It was no — than my 
aunt, with a look full of kindneſs, 
come.to tell me, ſhe expected company 
at dinner, for which reaſon, ſhe would 
have me dreſſed to the beſt advantage. 
You may be aſſured this obliging beha- 
viour quite ſtarfled me; ſhe even con- 

deſcended 


MISS SOMERSET. 127 


deſcended to fit down in my apartment; 
and entered into a tte-4-!tte converſation 
with great affability ; a favor, ſhe never 
honoured me with before. At laſt riſing 
from her ſeat, ſhe went to my drawers, 
and took out my pink. and ſilver negli- 
gee, ſaying, I would have you, Meliora, 
wear this to day; then ſtepping to her 
drefling-room, ſhe. ſoon returned with 
a beautiful pair of coque de pearl ear- 
rings, and preſenied them to me, in ſuch 
an affectionate manner, that I was quite 
at a loſs for words to expreſs the furprize 
I felt- at this unuſual treatment ; which 
ſhe; obſerving, ſaid to me, Learn once 
to be a dutiful girl, and follow the advice 
of your friends, you ſhall have no long - 
er reaſon to complain of my ſeverity 
but your own obſtinacy, Meliora, has 
hitherto prevented my treating you with 
that kindneſs I otherwiſe intended. 

I took her hand, and preſſed it to my 
lips, faying---I want, dear Madam, but 
in one thing, a will of my; own: And 

G 4 that 
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that one thing anſwered ſhe, looking a 
little diſpleaſed, will, in all probability, 
be your ruin. 

Let me entreat you, Madam, continu- 
ed I, not to judge ſo cruelly of me. Be- 
lieve me; I will this moment enter into 
the moſt ſolemn engagement, never to 
be married contrary to your approba- 
tion, or my fiſter's, if you will be kind 
enough not to force my inclinations. 

We can enter into no ſuch agreement, 
replied ſhe, in an angry tone; and look- 
ing ſternly on me, ſaid, if you are blind 
to your own intereſt, that is no reaſon 
we ſhould be ſo too. - You have now two 
very advantageous offers; therefore] inſiſt 
on it you come to a ſpeedy determina- 
tion, and let me know which of them 
you moſt approve of, as I am reſolved 
no longer to be trifled with in this 
childiſh. manner. I turned from her,--- 
the tears ſtarted from my eyes. 

She bid me immediately prepare to 
dreſs myſelf, and to conſider ſeriouſly 

| Es 
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of all ſhe had ſaid; on which ſhe left me 


to ruminate. 

However, my Lavinia, I am not- 
quite miſerable; as Fhope Foxchace has, 
of himſelf, dropped all thoughts of me ;. 
and ſhould I be ſo lucky as to eſcape Mr. 
Lucas, which I do not abſolutely deſpair” 
of---what a happy creature will, once 
more, your Meliora be? -I could ſcrib- 
ble for ever on this delightful thought, 
but time will not er me to ſay more. 
Adieu. 

I had not, my Lavinia, quite finiſhed. 
my dreſs, before Lady Frankford en- 
tered my room with a pleaſure in her 
countenance very viſible. 
I made her a low curteſy, and thanked 
her for the civility ſhe honoured me with 
in ſeeking my apartment. She ſeemed 
not to regard what I ſaid, but, fixing her 
eyes ſtedfaſtly on me, told me with a 
ſmile, I fee: how it is, do not bluſh, Me- 
hora, I gueſs who you are preparing for: 
-— Well! well! it is juſt as I would have 
7 _ 1 it. 
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it. I came with no other deſign than to 
deſire you would equip Yourſelf to the 
beſt advantage, and now, my dear girl, 
you have ſpared me the trouble; but 
how you ſhould get intelligence of his 
being here, is to me amazing. 
I ſtared, , my Lavinia, with aſtoniſh- 
ment at every word her Ladyſhip pro- 
nounced; nor could I, for ſometime, 
- gueſs her meaning, till laughing aloud, 
the ſaid, Paxgon me, Meliora, I own I 
cannot help being a little merry at your 
feigned ignorance. And ſo, my dear, you 
actually pretend not to know that Lord 
Freeman is now in the bow parlour, with 
my Lord and Maſter. Then turning me 
round, and viewing me from head to 
foot: Come, ſaid ſhe, it is mighty well, 
---I ſhall be miſtaken if you do not 'do 
wonders to day. 
I was ſuch a fool, Landis. = I 
trembled ſo, I could ſcarcely ſtand, and 
would have given any thing to have been 
e going 2 She, obſcrving my 
| confuſion, 
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confuſion, ſaid very good naturedly, 1 
perceive, my charming girl, you are a 
little confounded, at being thus detected; 
therefore, out of common Wb L 
will ſay no more. 

Will your Ladyſhip hens. I replied, . 
be kind enough to hear what I have got 
to fay in my own defence ?---Yes, pro- 
. vided you will ſay it quickly, -beſides, 
Sir Harry, is a ſort of ftranger :---I have 
not ſeen him before for theſe three days; 
and when you. have. got ſo good a huſ- 
band as I have, Meliora, .you will think 
it a long time to be fo long parted. 
This ſhe faid with an arch fmile, which: 
made her look perfectly lovely, | 

I now related to her the whole beha- - 
viour of my aunt, and ſhewed her like- 
wiſe the. preſent ſhe had juſt made me, 
which ſurpriſed her extremely, as ſhe 
{aid this was not the company expected, 
for their viſit ſhe knew to be a ſudden 
one however, ſhe was much pleaſed, 
it happened at this time; and taking me 
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by the hand, led me down ſtairs, ſaying, 
Pluck up your ſpirits, Meliora---ſome- 
thing tells me, all will yet be well. 

Me were now got to- the parlour door, 


which I am ſure I ſnould not have had | 


courage to open, without my kind 
friend's aſſiſtance. I had not advanced 
two ſteps into the room, before I was 
covered with the moſt aukward confu- 
ſion I ever experienced, and ſhould have 
thought myſelf happy could I have re- 
tired undiſcovered to my dreſſing- room. 
Never was a ſituation more diſagree- 
able than mine, angry with myſelf, for 
appearing fo cant naman * knew not 
how to behave. 
Sir Harry politely met meat the door, 
and, taking my hand from his Lady, in- 
troduced Lord Freeman to me, who paid. 
his compliments in a manner ſo pecu-. 
liarly elegant to himſelf, that I cannot 
pretend to give you a deſcription of it; 
nor, indeed, would the confuſion I was 
then in admit of 1. MY any parti- 
| cular 
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cular obſervations; only, that I thought 
report had fallen very ſnort of him, as he 
ſeemed, in every thing, to deſerve more 
than chere is a poſſibility of repreſenting. 
Believe me, my Lavinia, I never ap- 
peared ſo inſignificant in my own eyes 
as I did at this inſtant. Sir Harry ſtill 
held my trembling hand and led me to 
a ſofa at the head of the room; then, 
ſeating himſelf by me, he entered into an 
agreeable, eaſy converſation, which ſoon 
helped to diſpel my embarraſsment. At 
laſt, addreſſing himſelf to Lady Frank- 
ford, I look on this young lady's' ac- 
quaintance as a valuable acquiſition, and 
cannot help being ſecretly "pleaſed at 
the advantages we ſhall reap from our 
fortunate intimacy with two ſuch de- 
{ſerving people ; he bowed to me, then 
to Lord Freeman, who in return paid 
him a moſt polite. compliment, and ſaid, 
he was ſo much indebted for the great 
civilities he had received from all his 
friends in this neighbourhood, that he 

believed 
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believed it would not be in his power, 
for ſome time, to quit a place he fo de- 
fervedly admired. At this, he ſighed.---- 
Ahl my Lavinia, what ſhould occaſion | 
it? Is it poſſible m ſnould 
be unhappy? ? 

My aunt ſoon after e room. 
I had now more leiſure to obferve his 
graceful addreſs, and never before, my 
Lavinia, ſaw any thing ſo inexpreſſibly 
pleaſing. He ſpeaks but little, then, 
what he ſays is ſo much to the purpoſe, 
and delivered in ſuch a genteel manner, 
that it never fails drawing the attention 
of the whole company. His perſon is 
amazingly fine, and, I aſſure you, re- 
. quires a much more able pen than mine 
to give you the leaſt idea of it; therefore, 
F will not do him ſo great a piece of 
injuſtice as to attempt it. His voice 
too, Lavinia, is harmonious: beyond de- 
ſeription; this, you know, is W . 
M 1 1 e 
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After this ſlight ſketch. of fo LL 
compliſhed a man, will not my dear girl 
fear for me kes. I know ſhe will 
I think I ſee her now laying. down my 
letter, and. ſhaking her head gravely 
over it, ſaxing, Ah! my Meliora, 
what I much ſuſpected is come to pals.--- 
No, indeed, my Lavinia, not ſo neither, 

I ſhall not be ſo ſoon, captivated, though 
2 Lord Freeman ſnhould attempt it: but 
had I not been thus explicit, you would 
perhaps have imagined, I was grown 


more reſerved on your caution. 

I ſuppoſe you will now aſk, what oc-- 
eaſioned all that flutter, at my firſt en- 
tering the room? Nothing I affure * 
but the fear of being ſuſpected by the 
good Lady F 1 whom 1 0 ten- 
derly regard, that I cannot bear ſhe 
ſhould think me capable of deceiving her, 
even in a joke. This, my les Was 
the only reaſon, , believe me. 

After ſome little converſation, my. aunt 
beckoned me towards her, and ordered 

| | | me 
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me to ſtep to the lbrary, for the new 
prints ſhe ſome time ago purchaſed, to 
amuſe the gentlemen till dinner, ſaying 
nothing of her expecting other company. 
I oon executed her commands,---and 
then left them to contemplate over their 
' ſeveral beauties, Whilſt 1 haſtened up 
ſtairs to tell my Lavinia all that paſſes in 

the heart of her truly affeftionate 
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755 eee. 
FT the ad of my letter, I 
flattered myſelf with es hap- 

Neck but lo! it was all imaginary.--- 

Alas! how ſoon was I undeceived ! and 

given to know it was no other than the 

vile Foxchace I was dreſſed to receive. 

I'S, Lavinia, he has indeed been here. 

5 met 
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I met him in the Hall, as I was going to 
execute ſome ed ny aunt had jut 
given me. 
. ſtarted at ſveing as whilſt he . 
vanced towards me and muttered out 
ſomething like an apology,” for not, wait- 
ing on me before: my fright prevented 
my hearing diſtinctly what he ſaid, and 
turning from him, I was haſtening back 
again to the company; when he ſtop- 
ped me, by ſaying, I ſee, Madam, the 
ſight of me has ſurpriſed you, nor do 
I wonder at it, conſidering your beha- 
viour to me at our laſt meeting; but to 
ſnhew you, I am not: fond of repeating 
what is paſt; by my foul, I will forget 
it, if you will promiſe to be more kind 
in future. I looked on him, I believe, 
rather . diſdainfully,---ſaying, you may 
_ _ but aſſure yourſelf, [ never 
ſhall. - 375%: IJ 
1 could: not hills: ſpeaking this with 
great warmth. Had T not reaſon for it, 
mine To find myſelf a ſecond time 
ſubject 
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ſubject to the addreſſes. of this hateful 
wretch, when I juſt began to flatter my+ 
ſelf I had entirely eſcaped him. 
Ne paid but little attention to what I 
lad, but turning from mme, gave two or 
three whiſtles, in the huntſman's ftrain, 
which inſtantly; brought in a parcel of 
_ dogs, that fawned, friſked and jumped. 
about him many times, whilſt he ſtroked 
them on the head, and talked in a lan- | 
guage: quite unintelligible ta me. This 
inſolent treatment put me out of all pa- 
tience, and made me at once determine 
to ſuffer my aunts higheſt diſpleaſure, 
rather than remain any longer, alone, 
with: ſuch an indelieate. monſter. 
Iva geing, when he inſtantly quit 
ted his fellow brutes and ran towards me, 
ſaying, Do not, Madan, leave me, and in 
I looked on him with the 
utmoſt ſcorn, declaring at the ſame time. 
the whole world ſhould not keep me with 
uch an animal, who had only the mere 
* 
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canine companions. Could you have 
ſeen how horrible he looked, at my pro- 
nouncing theſe laſt words; you would 1 
am ſure, have ſnuddered for me: indeed 
I trembled at beholding the fury of his 
countenance, whilſt he muttered, as if 
talking to himſelf, ſuch things, as 1 
ſhould be ſhocked: to repeat. I was a- 
gain going, but was again prevented by 
his taking hold of my hand. I could not 
help ſhrieking out at his touching me, 
which inſtantly brought two of his fa · 
vourites to defend him, when, jumping 
towards me, they caught hold of my ruf- 
fle, and tore it in pieces. At this he 
pretended to be diſpleaſed, and turned 
them out in diſgrace; though not wich- 
out ſaying, with a ſhocking oath, that 
there was a great deal of gratitude to be 
learned from thoſe poor, faithful animals. 
Then, I preſume, you are pleaſed with 
their behaviour, replied J. -I really think 
they are the fitteſt company for you, and 
2 you: to follow them. 
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I was haſtening away to avoid his ans 
ſwer, when coming up to me, with a 
countenance more ſavage than I can de- 
ſcribe, he ſaidꝭ By heaven and earth, Ma- 
Jam, this treatment is not to be borne; 
nor will I any longer ſubmit to it, unleſs 
you this inftant tell me your reaſon for 
uſing me ſo different from the reſt of the 


VwWorld. Have I not, Madam, in every 


action merited your regard ? And give 
me leave to tell you, had you half as 
much gratitude as poor, honeſt Cæſar, 
here, (pointing to one of his dogs) you 
would gladly own it. Hold your peace 
Sir, I cried, will no longer ſuffer myſelf 
to be thus compared. Here I'ftopped, 
my Lavinia; I had not ſpirits to proceed. 
Beginning a little to ſoften, he ſaid, I 
cannot hold my peace ;---No, Mis So- 
merſet, notwithſtanding your cruelty it 
is impoſſible for me to be ſilent when 
with you, whom I ſincerely love: though 
T have uſed all my endeavours to con- 
N a paſſion, which you have hitherto 
given. 


* 
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Sven. me ſuch little hopes of ſucceeding 


in, yet I ſtill continue to prefer you to 


the whole world. My eſtate, Madam, 
is two thouſand pounds a year; I will 
ſettle half of it upon you, and ſhall think 


myſelf happy in taking you without one 
penny of fortune. This propoſal I have 


already made to your ſiſter, who. ap- 
proves. much, of it, ſo does your aunt ; 


and the devil is in it if they ſhould not: 


for, notwithſtanding you are a very fine 
woman, yet give me leave to tell You, theſe 
offers are not to be met with every day; 
therefore, let me adviſe you not to think 


too highly of yourſelf: take my word 


for it, you will never meet with any 
thing more advantageous than what I now 
propoſe ; nor indeed did I ever think of 
being made ſuch. a fool of myſelf, but 
you are ſo curſed handſome, that there is 
no guarding againſt 1 bewitching 
charms. Hold, Sir, 1 -replied,.. and, be 
aſſured, this is the laſt time I will, ever 
Puniſh myſelf by liſtening to. diſcourſe 


— 


N 
| 
| 
| 
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like this; therefore, I inſiſt on it, that 
you now hear me once for all: and the 
firſt thing I have to defire, is, that you 
no longer harbour a- thought concerning 
me, as I would this moment prefer a 
dungeon, where I ſhould be confined on 
bread and water, rather than ſuffer myſelf 
to partake of your two thouſand a year at 
Blear-hall. I likewiſe deſpiſe the artful 
method you purſue, in offering to accept 
me without a fortune. You may per- 
haps think to blind the world, by ma- 
from your great generofity; but I am 
not unacquai with the real motive 
which inclines you to act in this manner. 
I know you are mean enough to ima- 
gine, my liſter would not be prevailed on 
to favour you by any other method than 
this you have made uſe of, well know- 
ing how far I am in her power: but, be- 
Heve me, not the utmoſt cruelty that I 
can receive, ſhall ever oblige me to be 
guilty of fo diſhonorable a deed, as tame · 


— ly 


MISS SOMERSET. 


Iy to liſten to the | hated addreſſes of a 
perſon I can never think of favouring. 
And I muſt, Sir, tell | you frankly that 
you are, of all others, my averſion. 80 
ſaying, I left him. Rage and anger 
darted from his eyes, whilſt paſſion d 
ed to ſtrike him 'dumb. 

On my return to the company, Lady 
Frankford obſerved my diſorder, nor did 
my aunt appear at all ſurpriſed, when 
I told her who T had met with in the 
hall ;---which convinced me at once, that 
x was him alone ſhe-expetted at dinner; 
and that I was thus 


and ſaid, ſhe would go and welcome Mr. 
Foxchace to M---- Caſtle, and then beg 
the favour .of him to make one among 
us. | 


fartheſt end of the room, and related to 
Lady Frankford all that had paſt be- 
eween us; and, notwithſtanding Sir Har- 
ry was entertaining him with a droll ac- 
count 
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gaudily dreſſed to re- 
ceive. She aroſe haſtily: from her ſeat, | 


In the mean time, I withdrew to the 


- 
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count of his canvaſſing a certain bo- 
rough, and . recounting the many odd 
adventures he met with; yet Lord 
Freeman ſtill looked towards us, with 
ſuch an anxious kind of inquiſitiveneſs, 
that I could not help begging his par- 
don for the liberty I had taken, in ſo long 
claiming the attention of Lady Frank- 
ford. Rather ſuffer me, Madam, an- 
ſwered he, to apologize for my imper- 
tinence, in appearing to attend to a con- 
verſation which was not directed to me, 
and muſt only ſerve to make you ima- 
gine I am too deſirous of ſatisfying an 
idle curioſity; a thing which I have al- 
ways condemned, but I had my reaſons 
for acting contradictory in this. He 
looked ſtedfaſtly, and ſighed. 

What, my Lavinia, could he mean? 
My aunt, I believe, prevented his ſaying 
more, by coming -in the ſame inſtant, 


introducing Foxchace, who was not quite 


recovered from the diſorder 1 * OCC * 


. 
' 


1 
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Sir Harry and Lord Freeman could 
not help ſmiling at his awkward addreſs; 
my aunt too I thought a little aſhamed 
of him; which I was ill-natured enough, 
ſecretly to enjoy. 

Lady Frankford was for a. long time 
quite ſilent, fearing to ſpeak leſt he ſhould 
anſwer her in a manner ſuitable to his 
appearance, Mr. Foxchace had not 


been long ſeated, before he reſumed his 


fayorite topic, and entertained us with 


an account of the unlucky fall he met 


with one morning, in his return from 
fox-hunting, which confined him, he 
ſaid, to his bed for three weeks, and, 


during that time, he believed never a 


poor Devil was in a worſe condition ; nay, 
he was ſo ill, that it had almoſt made 
him forſwear ever more to ſeek the de- 
ſtruction of thoſe poor animals, he had 
for a courſe of years delighted to tor- 
ment. And yet, continued he, how ſoon 


are the promiſes of a ſick bed forgotten 
" I was no ſooner recovered, but I 


Vox, | ND ; : four 
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Y 


found myſelf more defirous than ever 
of returning to my favourite purſuit. 
And upon my word, I cannat, even now, 
help looking on that time as loſt, which 

| does not preſent me with ſome fort, of 

chace: 4 

Yeſterday morning I was very lucky; 
not out, by Jupiter, more than three 
haurs, when I was at the death of two 
of the fineſt foxes I ever beheld, wand 
_ earthed a third; this was ſport indeed 
damme, was it. 

So ſaying, he aroſe, and went out, but 
Don returned with a great bag in his 
hand, out of which he ſhook the two 

ſtinking foxes, and laying them at my 

feet, daubed the carpet very much, 
Which he endeavoured to clean, by rub- 
bing his dirty boot on it. 
My aunt could not help colouring 
when ſhe faw how much her handſome 
carpet was like to ſuffer, and ſpeaking | 
to him in a manner which ſhew'd ſhe 

did not like this kind of behaviour, and 

de- 
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defired he would immediately take them 
away, and aſſured him the ſmell was very 
difagreeable to her, and ſhe was certain it 
muſt be ſo to Lady Frankford, and the reſt 
of the company. The ſmell offenſive to 
you! Madam, repeated the brute, how 
is that poſſible! when, in my opinion, 
they are the ſweeteſt creatures in the uni- 


| verſe; however I will not offend you, 


by ſuffering them to remain here; on 
which he e door, and called 
Cæſar, who inſtantly made his appear- 
ance, and taking them up, one at a time, 
carried them out, and then returned, aa 
if expecting to be rewarded by his kind 
maſter for this piece of ſervice, who pat- 
ted him on the head, and ordered him to 
lye down by his ſide, ſaying at the ſame 
time, this is an honeſt, faithful animal, that 
ſcarcely ever quitted me during my con- 
finement; fince which, to reward his fide- 
lity, I always take him with me, nor do 

1 ſuffer him to leave me at night, but 
= 11 make 
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make him _ in one aper of my 
room. 

My aunt at this looked creatly con- 
founded, which I obſerved with pleaſure, 
in hopes ſne would no longer blame me 
for diſliking him. She aroſe and was 
going out, as if to hide her confuſion, 
when the wretch begged her permiſſion 
to have the foxes. nailed- againſt” the 
coach-houſe door, telling her, it always 
afforded him great ſatisfaction to look at 
them. She coolly conſented to this re- 
queſt, and retired. He ſoon followed to 
give orders for its being done, ; aying, 
at Blear Hall his out-houſes were cover- 
ed with his own ſpoilis. 

He was no ſooner gone than the good 
company made up for their long ſilence. 
Lady Frankland declared, ſhe was afraid 
of him, and coming up to me, very af- 
fectionately took my hand, ſaying, with 
a look of ſweet compaſſion, I really feel 
for, and pity my dear girl: yet don't 
be caſt down, as I flatter myſelf, after this 
behaviour, 
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behaviour, your aunt will not ſpeak a- 
nother word in his favour. T his I with, 
replied Sir Harry, and T'll beg the favour 
of your aunt to let us have the ꝓleafure 
of your company for ſome time, at 
F rankford- houſe; and there, Madam, 
you may be aſſured of never being diſ- 
turbed with the "WIT voice * 
| Foxchace.- 

1 thanked- 1 molke . 
could not, my Lavinia, help ſigh'ng. 
Why that ſigh, Miſs Somerſet? conti- 
nued he; I hope a viſit of this kind 
would: not be difagreeable to you. I af- 
ſured him; the ſigh was occafioned by 
no other motive than the fear leſt my 
aunt: ſhould not comply with his oblig- 
ing requeſt. Lady Frankford kindly ſe- 
conded him, and then whiſpered me to ob- 
ſerve how vaſtly, deſirous of this Lord 
Freeman appeared to be, and ſaid, you 
muſt not be ſurprized at the attention 
he ſeems to pay you. He is no ſtranger 

1 to 


Lavinia, for a long time after direct my 
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to your Hiſtory, for I have made him 
acquainted with the whole of it. 

I now felt my face all of. a glow, and 
was terribly confounded; nor could I, my 


eyes towards him. Yet I cannot, and 
ought not to be. diſpleaſed with my 
amiable friend, being well aſſurod, what- 
ever ſhe ſaid was with an intention to 
ſerve me. I am only afraid what Lord 
Freeman will think of it. And yet, my 
Lavinia, you will at me, why I ſhouk 
tegard this ? I anſwer; ſer nb other rea- 
ſon, than becauſe he is eſteemed to be fo 
good à man; therefore 1 would with, 
not to be thought meanly of by him. Mey 

I do got know-how it is, iny friend, 
but 1 feel myſt more unhappy at this 
inſtant chan I ever did before; I am full 
of perplexities; doubts, and fears 4 I be- 
heve I muſt lay afide my letter, and ex- 
amine my own perverſe heart, and yer 1 
fear this will only add to my uneaſineſs ; 


3 dut why ſhould I complain? Every one has 


his 
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his troubles z even the good Lord Free- 
man, I fear, does not eſcape ; as he appears 
at times, my Lavinia, rather abſent and 
melancholy ; and tho? he has a great com- 
mand over himſelf, yet, in ſpite of his cau- 
tion, a ſigh ſometimes eſcapes him. I wiſh 
much to be acquainted with the cauſe, 
but blame myſelf for deſiring to know 
what would not be in my power to re- 
lieve. Perhaps tis occaſioned by his 
abſence from ſome favourite fair; if chat is 
the caſe, you will aſk, what prevents his 
returning to her? May ſhe nor have a 
moroſe father, or uncle, or guardian, 
that will not conſent to their union ? and 
yet, they muſt be moroſe indeed that 
can make any ohjections to fo good a 
man. I only wiſh you could fee him; I 
am ſure you would then be greatly pre- 
zudiced in his favour. Lord bleſs me 
to what length am I running! Tl not 
lay another word, but thatl am your 
| _ Unhappy friend 
MrLIOR A SOMERSET. 
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2 Knighth Court. 
Dread to tell my dear Meliora, what 
has happen'd ſince I writ laſt. Oh! 
my Joy ly friend, how, in that ſhort in- 
terval, is the pleaſing face of all things 
changed, and our boaſted en 
totally vaniſhed! © + 

My brother, that uſed to give pleaſure 
wherever he came, is returned. Ho 
joyfully did I run to welcome him home! 
whilſt his open arms were extended to 
receive'me. My mother was juſt behind 
me, which as ſoon as he perceived, he 
fell on his knees. She was too deeply 
affected at the ſight of him to utter one 
word, but lifted © up her eyes in ſilent 
thankfulneſs, whilſt ſhe preſſed his hand 


to 
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to her lips, N bedewed it. 2 cher 
Kelkoo os 15010 ain | 
We were- all * for Gama time, nor 
did J ever feel a more pleaſing ſatisfac- 
tion than that this, moving ſcene affordeg 
me. At length, my mother, recovering 
herſelf a little, Can I, ſaid ſhe, be thank- 
ful enough to the Almighty, that I live 
to ſee this joyful day; that 1 once more 
behold my dear children together? taking 
each of our hands, and preſſing them with 
parental affection. Now may I ſay, con- 
tinued the good woman, I am complete- 
ly bleſſed; then looking around her, bur. 
where, laid-ſhe,_ is my third favourite? 17 
cannot bear that he ſhould be abſent from 
this ſcene of general joy to my family. My 
brother deſired to know who that was; 
my mother ſaid, your. old ſchool- fellow 
Sir Thomas Watts. He pretended nor 
to remember any, ſuch -perſon, and I 
aria n 90; me, a little diſplea- 


1 6. NY I felt 
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I felt my face $low, and turned to. 
wards the window, in order to conceal 
it. My mother repeated, Not remem- 
ber him I am much ſurprized at 
that. However, my fon, 1 am fure 
you will be glad to fecollect him, when 
you know his worth : to which he made 
Her no teply ut coming towards me 
with a kind of half ſmile, ſaid, Is he a 
favourite of your's too, Lavinia? 
This was ſpoken in ſo inquiſitive and diſ- 
fatisfied a tone of voice, that I Was to 
much ſurprized to anſwer him immedi- 
ately.— My mother, at this inſtant, was 
Talled out of the room. He ſeemed no 
longer to wait for try reply, but turned 
from me in n cartleſs manner, and hum- 
medꝭ a tune: then looking at che paintings, 
he aſked whoſe picture that was, next 
mine; I anfwered, the gentleman's 
my mother has juſt been ſpeaking of. 
Ah! Lavinia, continued be, there is 
more in this than I am aware of: why 
— | will 
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will you not ſatisfy me by anſwering my 
firſt queſtion ?---Indeed, brother, I have 
no objection to anſwer any queſtion you 
ſhall propcſe. He ſmiled, and faid, you 
uſed to be an honeſt girl, Lavinia, .and T 
own I ſhould be much concerned to find 
you leſs candid now than uſual. 

I. had no deſign, my friend, but to 
make him ſpeedily acquainted with the 
whole affair, tho' I think it too delicate 
and ſerious a ſubject to be mentioned ſo 
abruptly. I only wanted to bring it 
round to him, and therefore faid to him, 
Do you think it poſſible for my mother 
to entertain ſo high an opiaion of Sir Tho- 
mas Watts, and for me not to eſteem 
him? Very well, Lavinia, I am anſwer- 
ed, heſaid, and am greatly pleaſed to find 
you put it on the footing of eſteem, as the 
difference between that and love is very 
great indeed, .and am well convinced, 
had it been otherwiſe, you would have 
made me acquainted with it, before my 

H 6 re- 
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return, on which I ſhould have ated very 
different from what I have now done. 
Ol my Meliora, I began to fear J 
had trifled with him too long, and was 
no determined no longer to regard form 
or ceremony, but tell him at once the 
firm engagement I was under to Sir 
Thomas, and likewiſe to tell him, how 
greatly I preferred him to all others. 

I had no ſooner formed this reſolution, 
than I was prevented putting it in executi- 
on by the ſudden entrance of my mother, 
who appeared in the greateſt diſorder ima- 
ginable, laying, very incoherently, Miſs 
Padſtow is fled from France; and, not- 
withſtanding the ſtricteſt ſearch has been 
made after her, ſhe 1s no where to be 
—_—_ 

Thunderſtruck at this intelligence, 
my brother went out to examine the 
meſſengers, who were arrived with thoſe 
dreadful tidings, but all to no purpoſe ; 
he could learn nothing that would af- 
ford us the leaſt ſatisfaction.—-In the 

mean 
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mean time, I ſtole up ſtairs, in hopes 
to prevent its. reaching the ears of the 
unhappy Mr. Padſtow, who was ftill 
very weak; but how unfortunate did 
every thing happen l. -He had juſt heard 
of the arrival of my brother, and was, 
by the help of Sir Thomas, coming 
down ſtairs to welcome his ſafe return, 
the firſt time he has attempted quit- 
ting his apartment, ſince his confine- 
ment; when unluckily he heard the me-. 


lancholy news, which ſounded almoſt” 


in every corner of the houſe. He ſoon 
took the alarm; and when I entered 
his room, I found him in a more de- 
plorable condition than J have words 
to deſcribe. He was ſtretched on the 
floor, in all the bitter agonies of grief; 
I tremble at recollecting the ſhocking 
ſcene. 5 


Sir Thomas uſed his utmoſt endea= 


vours to calm his troubled ſoul. But 


alas ! my friend, grief alone had taken 


poſſeſſton 


| 
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poſſeſſion of him, and rendered him 
deaf to all that was ſaid. + 
| He talked of nothing but his un- 
happy ſiſter, frequently ſtarting, and 
crying out in a diſmal manner---Per- 
haps ſhe is this inſtant in the hands of 
ſome cruel raviſher.---Then after a ſhort 
- Pauſe---O! what vile artifice muſt have 
been practiſed on her !---I am certain 
ſhe would not voluntarily be guilty of 
the leaſt imprudence, for ſhe was always 
an amiable and well-diſpoſed girl, and 
ſo diffident of her own judgement, that 
ſhe could not be prevailed on to take 
the moſt trifling ſtep, without firſt con- 
ſulting her friends.---Now perhaps ſhe 
is a poor, ruined, difhonoured wretch--- 
dreadful thought !---By heaven I cannot 
ſupport it.---Yet, what ſhall I do!--1 
am too weak to think of going in pur- 
ſuit of her myſelf. 
Sir Thomas again [begged him to be 
compoſed, and endeavoured to lift him 
on the * which he performed with 


2 great. 
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great difficulty: when looking round, 
they both perceived me, who was fix- 
ed like a ftatue againſt the door; the 
ſhock I received from this melancholy 
ſcene being too much for me, and for 
ſome time deprived me of ſpeech, as 
well as motion. 

As ſoon as Mr. Padſtow diſcovered 
me, he lifted up both his hands, ſay- 
ing—-Ahl Miſs Knightly, why have 
you left your happy brother to find out 
fuck à miſerable object as you now 
behold ?- Oh! Madam, I have no 
comfort left had once a ſiſter a 
lovely ſifter---bat—alas l ſhe is Here 
he fetched a dreadful groan, and funk 
motionleſs on his pillow. 
On my mother's entering the room, 
1 ſaw he wus greatly affected, nor 
could the prevent a few ſaline drops 
from ſtealing down her venerable cheeks, 
faying, at the ſame time, How little 
did I expect to have this joyful day 
0 horridly oyer-clouded | 


— — 
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Mr. Padſtow ' ſoon after grew deli 
nous, during which, he frequently men- 
tioned you, my friend, which - plainly 
diſcovered from whence the firſt ſource 
of his melancholy. aroſe. However, I 
ſhall forbear telling you what he ſaid, 
as I think it would affect a heart 
more impenetrable than I take my Me- 
liora's to be; and perhaps reduce you 
to the ſame deplorable ſituation, in 
which our friend then lay. And though 
Sir Thomas could with difficulty ſup- 
port himſelf, yet he would by no means 
be prevailed on to leave his friend. 

On our return to the parlour. we 
recounted to my brother all that had 
happened, at which he appeared great- 
ly concerned, and ſaid, he ſhould think 
himſelf happy, was it in his power to 
aſſiſt the worthy Mr. Padſtow, for 
whom he had ever the —_ ie 
regard. 5 

Then coming Wot a. me, dat ſaid, 
Dry up your eyes, my Lavinia, 1 
carne: 
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cannot bear to fee you ſo afflicted. No- 
thing, I replied, but the deep diſtrefs 
of my friend, ſhould have occaſioned 
this forrow, on a day I would wiſh 
to ſer apart from all others, for joy 
and feſtivity.---The day which pre- 
ſents us with your ſafe return, ought 
ever to be remembered with pleaſure; 
therefore, I am unexpreſſibly concern- 
ed that any unhappy event ſhould have 
interfered at this time to damp our 
Joys. 1 
Tou affect me too much, my lovely 
ſiſter,” by dwelling ſo long on this 
| mournful ſubje& ; therefore let me in- 
treat you to baniſh theſe gloomy ideas, 
and Took forward on more pleaſing 
ſcenes, - which may yet come to pals. ' 

I I have brought from abroad, conti- 
nued he, a young gentleman, to whom 
I am under numberleſs obligations, 
and have invited him to dine with me 


this day, and would therefore have my 


Lavinia appear to the beſt advantage :-- 
then 


| 
ed DC — ̃ 


162 HISTORY OF 


then addreſſing himſelf to my mo- 
ther,-- and you, Madam, I hope, after 
you are acquainted with his merit, 
will not heſitate to own he is your 
third favourite, in preference to any 
other. 
| my ſon, replied the 
good woman, reſpect thoſe that are 
kind to either of you. aſſure you, 
Madam, ſaid my brother, I owe the 
preſervation of my life to the Che- 
valier de Guidrarde, the gentleman 1 
am now ſpeaking of, and much fear 
it will never be in my power to make 
a proper return for the many other 
favours I have received from him. 

My mother aſſured him, nothing 
ſhould be wanting on her part, to con- 
vince the Chevalier how gratefully ſhe 
acknowledged his kind care of one 


who had ever been very deſervedly 
dear to her;---and begged to know 
by what accident he had been the hap- 
Py means of preſerving a life which 

was 
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was of the utmoſt conſequence to her 
tranquillity. 

My brother waved anſwering this 
particular,----Between you and I, my 
friend, I am apt to think his travels 
have not much improved him. 


The Chevalier made his appearance 
juſt as we had done ſpeaking of him, 
and] muſt do him the juſtice to ſay, 
he is the moſt ckgant, 5 figure 
I ever beheld; and his polite addreſs 
and: converſation. belpeak him in every 
thing to be a well-bred gentleman.--- 
My brother ran with open arms to re- 
ceive him my mother met him at 
the door, and kindly welcomed him to 
Knightly Court. My brother, then, 
civilly introduced him to me; but 1 
had none of thoſe tremblings, Meliora, 
which you ſo prettily deſcribe on your 
firſt fight of Lord Freeman. No; I 
received him with all the compoſure 
imaginable.-—-Soon after, Sir Thomas 
entered the room, who, in his uſual 


_ agreeable 
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agreeable manner, ſaid he was juſt come 
to ſhake Mr. Knightly by the hand, 
and welcome his ſafe return. But, O! 
my friend, how reſerved and cool was 
my brother's behaviour to him! then It 
was, Meliora, my heart went pit-a-pat, 
---Sir Thomis ſeemed not to obſerve it, 
and fat down with much good nature, 
and joined in the converſation :---but 
| rother looked the whole time, as 
if diſſatisfied: my mother perceived 
it; I faw ſhe was uneaſy, and, by a thou- 
ſand obliging ways, endeavoured to 
ſcreen his unpolite behaviour. 

I was fo much embarraſſed at — 
| genteel and unexpected treatment, that 
I vas conſtrained to leave the room: 
Sir Thomas ſoon followed me, ſaying, 
the return of your brother gives me 
more pleaſure than I can expreſs; 
as I hope my happineſs will now be 
complete, which will be impoſſible, till 
Jam ſecure of my only treaſure. He 
preffed my hand to his lips—how ar- 

dently 
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dently do I wiſh to call it mine! there- 
fore, dear Mails Knightly, name, with- 
out reſerve, the earlieſt day, to make 
it ſo. 

I could not, my „ Meliora, help ſigh- 

ing, whilſt he, in the moſt gentle manner, 

begged to know the cauſe, ſaying, with 
the utmoſt tenderneſs, For heaven's 
ſake, make no more excuſes I was 
in hopes, the only obſtacle was now 
remoyed, by the happy arrival of your 
brother. 

A ſummons to dinner prevented my 
then anſwering him: the reſt of the day 
paſſed on tolerably well. Sir Thomas 
was Kind enough to devote the greateſt 
part of his time to poor Mr. Padſtow.--- 
The Chevalier and my brother walked 
a conſiderable time together in the gar- 
den---I could obſerve them from the 
window, deeply engaged in converſation, 
nor did he leave us till late in the 
evening, during which he made him- 
ſelf extremely agreeable; and had I not 

been 
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been prepoſſeſt with certain fears, 1 
ſhould have enjoyed his company 
much. 

My mother deſired him to look on 
her houſe as his home, during his 
ſtay, which, I believe, he has promiſed 
to accept of ;---I wiſh it had not been 
ſo, but her gratitude is ſuch, ſhe ima- 
gines ſhe can never do enough to requite 
his kindneſs to my brother, who ap- 
peared delighted with the - civility ſhe 
had ſhewn his friend, and requeſted 
to know her opinion of him as foon 
as he was gone. 

He is, faid ſhe, a very amiable com- 
panion, and his kind behaviour to 
you has prejudiced me greatly in his 
favour. At this anſwer he looked high- 
ly pleaſed, and made her a low bow, 
ſaying it was the very thing he wiſhed ; 
then, turning to me, But what fays * 
my Lavinia? Why fhould ſhe be fi- 
lent, at a time when I ſhould rejoice 


ro hear her launch out in the reals 
of 
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of my friend? Vou muſt excuſe me, 
brother; it is a rule with me, not to 
judge too precipitately of any one; 
therefore it would be wrong to give 
my opinion at firſt fight. 
Well, Lavinia, that's anſwering like 
a good honeſt girl: I eſteem you much 
for it. So, you muſt have a ſecond 
interview with him--never fear, I dare 
fay you will ſee him ſoon again, as I 
believe he has left that behind him 
(putting his hand to his heart) which 
will not fuffer him to remain in peace 
when abfent from this houſe. To be 
ſure, replied I, it is evident, he is more 
happy in your company than any o- 
ther; or, why ſhould he leave his na- 
tive country to aſſociate with you ?--- 
At this, he looked archly on me, fay- - 
ing, Are you, Lavinia, really fo ig- 
norant as you pretend to be, or 1s it 
only put on ?---Brothers, indeed, are 
excellent cloaks, where ſiſters are in 
view.] affure you, I don't under- 
ſtand 
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ſtand what you mean, anſwered I; and 
you muſt ſpeak more intelligibly before I 
can give you a reaſonable anſwer,--- 
Why then, Lavinia, I would have 
you underſtand that the Chevalier likes 
you beyond all the women he ever 
ſaw, and is determined to pay his ad- 
dreſſes to you in a very ſincere man- 
ner; which, I aſſure you, gives me in- 
expreſſible pleaſure, as he is the man, 
of all others, whom I ſhould have 
wiſhed you for a partner, could I have 
taken my choice of the whole world. 
He is, I know, exactly calculated to 
render you perfectly happy.—His for- 
tune is very conſiderable, yet that falls 
extremely ſhort of the many great and 
good qualities he is poſſeſſed of. 
IT don't, in the leaſt, doubt, repli- 
ed I, but he is very deſerving of all 
you have ſaid of him; and believe 
me, I will ever behave to him as the 
friend of my brother: and that, be 
aſſured, is 1 utmoſt I can promiſe; 
as 
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as my affections have been (with the 
permiſſion of my mother) a long time 
fixed on Sir Thomas Watts ; nor can 
the whole world 3 on me to al- 
ter them. 

He looked at me much Aifpleaſed, 
ſaying, Pray, Miſs Knightly, why was 
I not before made : acquainted with 
this ?---For no other reaſon, brother, 
but to ſurprize you (as I hoped) agree- 
ably on. your return. - 

He walked up and down in a great 
paſſion, aſſuring me. it would never 
meet with his approbation. My mo- 
ther deſired him to be eaſy, telling 
him, it was ſufficient that ſhe approved 
of it.---He was going to anſwer her, 
when a ſervant whiſpered him, ſome- 
body deſired to ſpeak with him.---He 
inſtantly went out, giving me ſuch an 
angry look as I never received- from 
him before; and pulling faſt the door 
after him with great violence, made 


the whole room ſhake, and threw down 
Vol. I. I a 


— 
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2 handſome piece of ornamental china, 
which ſtood on one of the brackets. 

My mother lifted up both her hands, 
ſaying, ſhe was much concerned to find 
his temper ſo altered; and looking ſted- 
faſtly on me, I obſerved her eyes gliſ- 
tened. My heart was ſwollen to a 
monſtrous ſize, and ſeemed as if too 
large for my boſom to contain 1t.--- 
This was the firſt time I had ever re- 
ceived from him the leaſt unkind look; 
nor can I deſcribe to you the 
pain it gave me. 

Sir Thomas came in ſoon after :-— 
he obſerved our gloom ; yet looked 
unwilling to aſk the cauſe.---I thought, 
my Meliora, he never appeared more 
amiable than at this inſtant; nor did 
I, till now, feel how firmly he was ri- 
veted in my affections. 

My brother returned ;---went to the 
bureau, and took out ſome papers; 
he looked ſullen and thoughtful.---I 


fear 
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fear he is meditating ſomething that 
will not add to my ſatisfaction. 

How came you, my friend, to have 
ſo much foreſight ? Often have I read 
over that letter of yours, wherein you 
adviſed me not to wait his coming 
home; but who could imagine he 
would have acted fo differently from 
his uſual behaviour ? 

I have run to ſuch a length on my 
own unhappy affairs that I have not 
had time to ſay one word concerning 
yours: however, my Meliora, I hope 
there are happier days in ſtore for 
us both than the preſent ſeem to 
be. 

I this moment hear the voice of 
my brother, enquiring after me.---I 
will haſten' to know' his commands, 
though not withour firſt aſſuring my 
dear girl, I am her faithful. friend 
Harriot Knightly. 
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LA 


Miſs SoukRSET to Miſs KNIGHTLY. 


M. Caſtle. 

! Lavinia, I am greatly ſurprized 

and concerned at the behaviour 

of your brother.---But I muſt learn not 
to wonder at any thing; as the ama- 
zing changes which every day preſent 
themſelves . to my view, fill me with 


"dread, and make me ſhudder at my 


own apprehenſions: therefore I will 
endeavour to ſhake off this timidity, 
left it ſhould in time be immoveably 
fixed, and baniſh from my breaſt all 
pleaſing hope.----Should this be the 
caſe, what a dreary proſpect ſhall I 
have before me! not to be bleſſed with 
one chearful ray, to diſpel the many 
one 
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gloomy clouds, which are continually 
gathering round me. 
Your account of the unhappy Mr. 
Padſtow is really deplorable; nor 
could I help bedewing the paper with 
my tears at reading it.---Lady Frank- 
ford came into my room, and obſerv- 
ed my eyes.were red and ſwoln.---No 
bad news, I hope, my Mehora ?---Pray 
how does your friend ?---Has ſhe con- 
verted the name of Knightly into that 
of Watts ?---And are. you paying a 
gentle tear, at reſigning her to one who 
has a ſuperior right ?---I ſighed, and 
held her out. your melancholy letter 
to read; had I attempted to ſpeak, I 
ſhould have ſobbed aloud. « 
' I. ſaw her gentle heart ſoon ſym- 
pathized with mine, and giving me = 
letter again,---I cannot, ſaid ſhe, pro- 
ceed, my eyes will betray me ;---I will 
look it over when I have more time 
to indulge reflexion than the preſent 
1-3. will. 


= 
: 
$ — 
? i 
i 
4 
* . 
it 
4 1 
7 
1 
* 
9 
4 
44 
: o 
ou * 
*7 
=. 
14 
* 
4 
5 
4 
2 
- 
j | 
= 
4 
wo 
S 
N 
=_ 
13 
1 
*\ 
3 
Bs: 
- 
* = J. 
4 4 
_ -: 
£ „ 
0 „ 
1 
1 
a. 
«= | 
* N 
oe 
. 
1 1 
N iÞ 
1188 
- Ss 
1 
1 
* is 
. © 
4 , 
x o * 


2 k - d : » > 
, b = — 
2 
” * . 22 — 
— — - 
© In 9 
„ = M$ nt, — i nA. — 
I — — W 9 Go DEST _—— 


-” . <> * — — 
* * * - 
- - 
* - — _ — — 
2 — * = — 
* 1 
8 $ — oy 
& . 
-” -- — 
— — —_ — ad 
—O 74 — — - 
. 
* 
LI 


"257 = — 


—— —B 


—_— = 
— 2 


174 HISTORY OF 


will admit of. Dry your eyes, my 
good girl, you muſt endeavour to 
be more chearful.---Sir Harry has call- 
ed on purpole for you to take an 
airing with him: your aunt at firſt 
oppoſed it, but he would not be diſ- 


appointed, and at laſt prevailed ; though 


I don't know what to make of this 
wonderful officiouſneſs. Don't you think 
I ſhall be half jealous ?---She ſmiled, 
and left the room, ſaying, Haften to 
dreſs yourſelf with all expedition.---I 
believe I ſhall accompany you. 

I foon put on my Brunſwick habit, 
and followed her.---When I came down, 
Sir Harry was all impatience, and 
ſeemed to chide my lazineſs, telling 
me he had waited an hour; though 
on looking at his watch, he found he 


had been about three quarters miſtaken. ' 


---Lady Frankford laughed, ſaying, 
You mult not be ſurprized, Meliora; 
he uſcd to ſerve me in the ſame man- 
ner ;---thovgh no one is longer ſetting 


OU 
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out than himſelf, yet he will not al- 
low other people a proper time.----- 
He ſmiled, and thanked her, ſaying, 
You have given Miſs Somerſct a pretty 
character of me: however, I am too 
complaiſant to contradict you; there- 
fore will own it to be true.--- That's 
a good, honeſt confeſſion, Sir Harry, 
replied her Ladyſhip ; and I would ad- 
viſe you to riſe ſo early every. morn- 
ing, as you did this, ſince it makes you 
ſo ready to acknowledge your faults. 

In this good-natured manner did they 
rally each other, till we were told the 
horſes were ready; when Sir Harry very 
politely took his Lady in one hand, 
and your Meliora in the other, and 
led us out.---My aunt was ſettling ſome 
accounts with her houſe-keeper, which 
prevented my ſeeing her. 

We had not rode far, before Sir 
Harry aſked us where we would 
chooſe to go?---I told him it was a 
matter of indifference to me, as I knew 
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very little of the country. Since that's 
the caſe, replied Lady Frankford, let 
us go and fee Mr. Allen's new houſe : 
this was readily. agreed to. 

Sir Harry, Lavinia, is a very agree- 
able companion, and was extremely 
entertaining the whole way ;---nor would 
any thing elſe, but the company of 
this en. pair, have relieved me 
from the great anxiety your * 
had occaſioned me. 

I am ſo angry with your brother, 


that I am ſure, was I to fee him, I 


could not help chiding him.---You 
know we always took the liberty of 
reproving each other, whenever we ſaw 
occaſion; and I would give him to un- 
derſtand, that I had not quite forgot 
the good old rule. 

Sir Harry, in our way to Mr, Al- 
len's, aſked me if I was an admirer 
of fine paintings, telling me I ſhould 


now ſee a moſt beautiful collection; 


adding, it was an amuſement he was 


par- 
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particularly fond of. Now. I have 
been told, Lavinia, he is an exceed- 
ing good judge, and that many of 
thoſe handſome pieces at Frankford 
Houſe, are his own performance; but 
this did not come from himſelf. 

On our arrival at Mr. Allen's, you may 
be aſſured we did not omit ſeeing every 
thing that was curious :---and after we 
had amuſed ourſelves for ſome time 
in the houſe, we at length ſtroled into 
the gardens.---But judge, Lavinia, our 
ſurprize at beholding, in a ſolitary ar 
bour, Lord Freeman; he was reſting 
his head on his hand in a penſive 
manner; nor did he perteive us, till 
we were advanced pretty near to him; 
---when ſtarting, as if aſhamed to be 
caught in ſo indolent a manner, he im- 
mediately aroſe and came towards us, 
bowing reſpectfully to Lady Frankford 
and myſelf ; then, politely . ſhaking Sir 
Harry's hand, he exprefſed himſelf 
in very genteel terns at this lucky un- - 
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expected meeting, and afterwards told 
us he came to pay Mr. Allen a viſit, 
but not finding him at home, he had 
been ſtroling round the gardens, till 
he had almoſt tired himſelf: he ſaid 
he had juſt been thinking on Sir Harry, 
and wiſhing to ſhew him a beautiful 


ſhrub, which he was certain he would 


greatly admire. 

Whilſt the genelemen walked round 
to make their obſervations on this 
and other curious exotics, Lady Frank- 
ford and myſelf retired to that ſeat 
Lord Freeman had quitted; when, 
looking down, I perceived, juſt by 
my fide, a pocket book. ---Lady Frank- 
ford ſaw it at the fame inſtant, and 
catching it up,---This, ſaid ſhe, un- 
doubtedly belongs to Lord Freeman ; 
and now, Meliora, we will puniſh him 
for his - careleſſneſs, and make him, for 
a ſhort time, believe it is loſt: fo ſay- 


ing, ſhe was covering it over with her 


handkerchief, when out dropped the 
16 moſt 
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moſt beautiful picture of a woman 1 
ever beheld.---Blame not our curioſity, 
Lavinia; — we were both of the wrong 
ſex to withſtand ſuch a temptation.— 
We did not immediately replace it 1n 
the book, but indulged ourſelves a few 
moments in admiring it, when Lord 
Freeman returned in a great hurry in 
purſuit of it.— Lady Frankford laugh- 
ed, and told him the innocent ſcheme 
we had formed of ſurprizing him, and 
by what accident the Jovely picture 
fell into our hands..—He looked con- 
fuſed, and could not prevent a riſing 
ſigh. 

Sir Harry ſoon after joined us, nor 
did he ſpare his friend one jot on this ad- 
venture, but ſaid, If the original was 
equal to the picture, he admired his 
choice, and wondered how he could be 
ſo long abſent from her. — Then looking 
at me, This, Miſs Somerſet, ſaid he, is 
a beautiful painting we knew nothing of, 

I 6 when 
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when we were diſcourſing of the many 
valuable ones we ſhould ſee in this 
houſe. 7 
Lady F rankford | now returned it to 

Lord Freeman with the book, apolo- 
gizing at the ſame time for the liberty 
ſhe had taken. —He affected to ſmile, 
and endeavoured to wave the diſcourſe, 
yet could not help glancing his eye 
ſometimes tenderly on the picture, and 
fighing. 

This, my Lavinia, 1s certainly ſome 
favourite lady,—and, if I am not much 
deceived, I think I have ſeen ſome- 
body that it reſembles, but cannot re- 
collect who it is.— I wiſh he was not 
quite ſo reſerved with reſpect to his 
own affairs; I ſhould then be able to 
ſpeak to him with more freedom, and 
may hope, in time, to know ſome- 
thing of his hiſtory. 

He was ſo obliging as to. accom- 
pany us back to dinnes. Juſt as we 
had got within the avenue, my horſe 

capered, 
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capered, and rearing up, I fell from the 
ſaddle. Lord Freeman inſtantly diſ- 
mounted and caught me in his arms, 
even before I found myſelf touch the 
ground, which prevented my receiv- 
ing any injury; however, I had not 
courage to mount my horſe again; 
and as it was but a little way to the 


\ houſe, I choſe rather to walk. Lord 


Freeman walked with me, during which 
he told me what Lady Frankford had 
before obſerved to me, that he was 
no ſtranger to my whole hiſtory, which 
had occaſioned him ro behave in the 
manner I have already deſcribed to 
my Lavinia on his firſt viſit to M. 
Caſtle; aſſuring me at the ſame time 
he would omit nothing that was' in 
his power to contribute to my hap- 
pineſs. He talked in this kind, friendly 
way, till we got home. I thanked 
him in the beſt manner J could, for 
the civility he honoured me with. — He 
bowed, and, ſighing, ſaid, I have been 

| to 
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too unhappy myſelf, Miſs Somerſet, 
not to feel for the diſtreſſes of others. 
— He was going on, when my aunt 
came out to meet us, telling me ſhe 
was greatly concerned to hear of the 
accident I had met with :—I affured 
her I was very well, and had not re- 
ceived the leaſt injury from my fall. — 
I cannot ſay but I was at firſt a lit 
tle vexed at her ill-timed kindnels, 
though afterwards I could not help be- 
ing ſecretly pleaſed at this new mark 
of her affection, which was more than 
Jever received from her before, and 
at any other time it would have given 
me the greateſt ſatisfaction; — but now, 
J wanted to hear what Lord Free- 
man intended to have ſaid. 

I am greatly concerned that ſo good 
a man ſhould have ever met with any 
troubles ;—how little does he deſerve 
them !—yet, what a happy art he has 
of concealing his diſtrefſes !—for in 


company, he does all he can to render 
himſelf 
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himſelf agreeable, by endeavouring to 
contribute to the felicity and enjoyment 
of others. I have not time to enlarge 
on this ſubject, but will proceed to 
tell you every minute circumſtance as 
it occurs to me. 
Lady Moſs is better, and dined be- 
low ſtairs to-day for the firſt time 
this fortnight, which gave me an op- 
portunity of viſiting Miſs Stepney, in 
her apartment; and as I had not time 
before dinner to change my dreſs, it 
ſerved as a good excuſe to retire im- 
mediately after wards. | 
As ſoon as Miſs Stepney heard me 
in the gallery, ſhe opened the door, 
and advanced towards me, ſaying, Do 
] once more ſee the amiable Miſs So- 
merſet !—a favour I had almoſt de- 
ſpaired of. Ah! Madam, rephed 1, 
nothing but the cloſe confinement of 
Lady Moſs ſhould have prevented our 
having more frequent interviews.—I 
then told her, I hoped ſhe was now 


ſecure 
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ſecure from the hands of her vile per- 
ſecutor, and would ſoon be able to 
venture down ſtairs with ſafety. —Soli- 
tude, continued ſhe, beſt ſuits my pre- 
ſent ſituation ;—yet I will in every 
thing be guided by the good friends 
I have ſo providentially met with here.— 
Miſs Montague, I find, was ſo obliging 
as to ſend immediately on my arrival, 
to acquaint Mrs. Stapleton and her 
daughters of my ſafety. —I have juſt 
received a letter from the old lady, 
kindly congratulating me on my lucky 
eſcape from the hands of the odious 
ruffian ; ſhe likewiſe tells me nothing 
ſhould have prevented their coming to 
ſee me, but their ' fears, leſt he might, 
by that means, make a diſcovery of 
my happy aſylum. Somebody com- 
ing ſoftly up ſtairs, hindered our hav- 
ing any further converſation for that 
time. I repaired to my dreſſing- room 
with all expedition, and was glad to 
find it no other than Lady Frankford, 

who 
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who had ſtolen up to acquaint me that 
Mr. Lucas and his ſiſters were below ; 
but pray, Meliora, ſaid ſhe, where 
was you flying to in ſuch a hurry ?— 
I then made no ſcruple to acquaint 
her with every particular I knew re- 
lating to Miſs Stepney.—I am very 
impatient to ſee her, replied ſhe, and 
you muſt contrive me a ſight of that 
lady, which I promiſed her as faith- 
fully as I could, 
Tes, Lavinia, I ſhall with pleaſure, 

if it is in my power, introduce Miſs 
Stepney to the valuable acquaintance 
of my worthy friend, —I am more de- 
ſirous than ever of knowing her hiſ- 
tory, and am in fear that ſome hidden 
grief preys on her ſpirits, 

I have ſcribbled ſo faſt that I know 
not what I have ſaid, but I muft 
haſten to the company; but how ſhall 


I receive them! Mr. Lucas there 


too, Lavinia, what ſhall I do? My 
aunt is greatly inclined to favour him: 
Lady 


| 
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—Lady Moſs ſpeaks of him with the 
higheſt eſteem ; nor is Lady Frank- 
ford ſo much averſe to him as ſhe 
uſed to be.—He certainly appears to 
a great advantage after the uncouth. 
Foxchace, who ? live in dreadful ap- 
prehenſions of ſeeing every moment, 
as he is only gone to ſpend a day 
or two with an acquaintance in this. 
neighbourhood. —I know not what to 
do; they are both my averſion, —Pray, 
Lavinia, pray for 
Your diſconſolate friend, 
MzELIORA SOMERSET. 


LETTER: XII. 
Miſs KnicnTLy to Miſs SOMERSET. 


Knightly-Court. 

OW incapable am I of comfort- 

ing my lovely Meliora ! What can!] 

fay to leſſen your diſtreſs ? How glad- . 
ly would 1 fly to your relief! but, alas 
that 
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that pleaſure is denied me, and all 
others, I fear, are fled far from your 
diſtreſſed Lavinia. 

My brother ſtill remains thought- 
ful, and diſſatisfied: he called me juſt 
now into the parlour, and for a few 
minutes talked of indifferent things ;— 
Then looking ſtedfaſtly on me, he 
pauſed, and ſhook his head, and turn- 
ed towards the window in diſorder, 
muttering to himſelf —inconſiderate 
girl!—I pretended not to underſtand 
him, and affectionately aſked him, if 
he was indiſpoſed —fie did not an- 
ſwer me for ſome time ;—at laſt, turn- 
ing towards me, Yes, indeed 1 am, 
and ever ſhall be fo, whilſt my mind 
continues in this unhappy ſtate.—O ! 
Lavinia, why would you think of en- 
gaging yourſelf before my return? — 
How frequently have I dwelt on your 
praiſes to the Chevalier !—How have I 
flattered myſeif with the agreeable hope, 
that our friendſhip would be ſtill more 

durable 
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durable by the firmer tie of brother 
What hopes. did. I not build on think- 
ing I ſhould one day have it in my 
power to preſent him. with a wife that 
would be an honour to. me, and a com- 
fort to him! Inexpreſſible pleaſure have 
I frequently received. from this happy 
reflexion,—Excuſe my interrupting you, 
brother, ſaid I, How could you think 
of anſwering for me, before you was 
acquainted with my ſentiments ?—I re- 
lied, Lavinia, entirely on your genero- 
ſity, as firmly believing, had you fa- 
voured any body's addreſſes in particu- 
lar, you would have been ingenuous 
enough immediately to have diſcovered 
it to me; but as you never gave me, 
in any of your letters, the leaſt hint 
of it; and being ſo well aſſured of 
the merit of the Chevalier, I thought 
it was impoſſible for any woman to re- 
fuſe him, and imagined after you had 
{ſeen and converſed with him, you would 
then thank me for the valuable pre- 
ſent I had brought you. I. 
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J make no doubt, brother, but the 
Chevalier is a very valuable man, and, 
believe me, I ſincerely wiſh him hap- 
py.—I fear that's impoſſible, Lavinia, 
now he has ſeen you; on which he 
flung me a letter, There, read that, 
and judge his opinion of you. 

I took it -up, and returned it to 
him, ſaying, You muſt excuſe me, 
brother; I cannot ſubmit to hear what 
another ſays, whilſt my heart is fo 
deeply engaged to Sir Thomas Watts.— 
He looked at me very angrily, and 


ſaid, Why then, Madam, did you not 
tell me ſo immediately on my return, 


that I might have prevented the Chevalier 
from ſeeing you? —He ſtamped his 
foot to the ground What difficulties 
have I not innocently drawn on my 
friend! My peace of mind, Lavinia, 
is at ſtake ; therefore, if you have the 
leaſt regard remaining for me, you muſt 
abate ſome part of your punctilio; 
you muſt conſent to hear every thing 

the 
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the Chevalier has to ſay to you :—from 
your own mouth let him be informed 
of your engagement. He again held 
out the letter, ſaying, in a milder man- 
ner, Come, Lavinia, let me entreat you 
to look at the contents of this.—Don't 
tempt me, brother, —I ſhould be un- 
worthy the regard of Sir Thomas Watts, 
was I capable of acting as you would 
have me; though I am inclined to 
think your requeſt 1s deſigned only to 
try me, being convinced you would 
deſpiſe my meanneſs if I accepted your 
offer. | 
He walked up and down in a hur- 
ry, ſaying, How happy ſhould I be to 
hear you ſpeak thus firmly in the in- 
tereſt of the Chevalier I expect him 
here every minute, therefore I muſt 
deſire you to prepare to receive him.— 
Moſt willingly, brother, as your friend, 


but in no other capacity. 


He quitted the room in a great 
paſſion, calling me obſtinate girl.—1 
5 followed 
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followed him, in hopes of ſoftening 
his reſentment, but was prevented by 
my mother: ſhe was juſt returned 
from viſiting Mr. Padſtow, who fan- 
cies himſelf ſo amazingly recovered, 
that he intends ſetting out to-morrow 
morning in purſuit of his ſiſter.— Vet, 
Meliora, I think him very unfit to 
take ſuch a journey, being very weak 
ſtill; but all my perſuaſions avail no- 
thing: he ſays his life will be bur- 
thenſome to him till he has ſome ac- 
count of her, and 1s determined to 
viſit his couſin Blane in France, to 
know the particulars of her eſcape.— 
I fear the journey will too much fa- 
tigue him, and ſhould it prove a 
fruitleſs one, I tremble at the effects it 
may produce.—Sir Thomas talks of 
accompanying him to London. 

My poor mother, Meliora, is greatly 
concerned at my brother's behaviour. — 
She ſaid to me juſt now, weeping, 
Ah! my Lavinia, ſhould you be 

bleſſed 
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bleſſed with ever ſo large a family, ſuf- 
fer none of them to go out of England 
for an education: could I have foreſeen 
the conſequence, your brother ſhould 
never have travelled. What pain did it 
not occaſion me to part with him ! Yet 
the pleaſing hopes of ſeeing him return 
improved, kept up my ſpirits in the midſt 
of all my concern at his abſence. 

I begged her to be eaſy; telling her, 
J doubted not but my brother would 
ſoon be convinced of his error: — I can 


plainly perceive Sir Thomas is grieved; 


he is not, Meliora, as he uſed to be; 
his agreeable ſprightlineſs ſeems to have 
forſaken him; he affects to be chearful; 
but, alas! it does not ſit on him with 
that eaſe which uſed to accompany his 
natural gaiety.— Somè one taps at my 
door, Farewell. 

Twas my mother, good woman | She 
came to tell me ſhe had made che ſame 
obſervation of Sir Thomas ;—ſhe told 
me he was alone in the parlour, and 
order- 


— 
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ordered me to go to him. Tou may be 
aſſured I did not diſobey her; I went 
down with all expedition, and found 
Sir Thomas in a very penſive manner, 
ſitting with his. back towards the door : 


he held ſomething in his hand, which 


he was looking at with great attention, 
then preſſed it to his lips, and breath- 
ed out, dear Lavinia !—I peeped over 
his ſhoulder, and ſaw it was a ring, in 


which was curiouſly interwoven a lock 


of my hair: I was not diſpleaſed, Melio- 
ra, at this diſcovery, only a little con- 
founded at hearing him utter ſo many 
kind affectionate things of your friend. 
Ah! Sir! thought I, how partial are 
you? How unworthy am I of all this? 


had not courage to ſpeak to him, 


therefore was about to retire unpercetv- 
ed, when I heard him mention the name 
of my brother, ſaying, Cruel Mr. Knight- 
ly ! Why does he endeavour to torment 
me with ſuſpicions that are ſo injurious 


to my peace? Lavinia, I am ſure, is all 
Vol. I. K good- 
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goodneſs ; ſhe never could have given 
to the Chevalier the moſt diſtant hopes. 


II could no longer remain ſilent, but 


ſcreamed out, God forbid I ſhould be 
capable of acting ſo baſely. 

He hearing this, ſtarted as from a 
dream; and, running towards me, led 
me trembling to a chair. — Indeed, Me- 
hora, I was much frighted ; a thouſand 


diſagreeable ideas intruded at once on 


my mind; however Sir Thomas was too 
good to keep me long in ſuſpence; he 
kindly ſeated himſelf by me; and then 
related the whole converſation that had 
paſſed between my brother and him; 
and though he endeavoured to ſoften 
every word with the utmoſt tenderneſs, 
yet it was impoſſible for me to prevent 
a tear from falling down my cheek. * 
Ah! my charming friend, what pain 
ſhall I feel at loſing the affection of a 
brother, who uſed to be ſo dear to me 
Yet it muſt be ſo, as he has poſitively 
told Sir Thomas, he never will conſent 
5 to 
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to our union; and I am determined, 
not any thing in the whole world ſhall 
ever tempt me to be another's z3—tho? 
my brother has been baſe enough (1 
am ſorry to add fo harſh an epithet to 
any thing he ſays or does) to tell him, 
he does not doubt but Iſhall very ſhort- 
ly think more favourably of the Cheva- 
lier, than I ever did of him, and there- 
fore adviſes him to act like a man of 
#pirit, and no longer ſuffer himſelf 
to be miſled, by harbouring the leaſt 
tender thought concerning me.—Was 
ever any thing more diſingenuous, and 
mean, than ſuch a behaviour? *Tis evi- 
dent he was miſtaken in Sir Thomas's 
underſtanding, and thought he had met 
with a man much his inferior, but his 
noble and gentleman-like behaviour, on 
this occaſion, ſoon convinced him of 
the contrary, —I omit giving you the 
particulars of their converſation, as I 
ſhould bluſh to ſee in what a ſcandalous 
light my brother, whom I ever, till now, 
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ſo affectionately regarded, would appear. 
— Sir Thomas would ſhine; as I ſhould 
ever wiſh him, but not at the expence 
of a perſon ſo nearly allied to me.— 
Cruel man ! what can he mean by this 


ungenteel uſage? I hope it will not reach 


the ear of my mother; I fear ſhe would 


never forgive him: though you know it 


is not in his power to hinder my mar- 


rying the man I like, if it meets my mo- 


ther's approbation, and I am very cer- 
tain ſhe never will be prevailed on to 
alter her good opinion of Sir Thomas, 
unleſs he himſelf ſhould give her cauſe ; 
and that I am perſuaded will never be 
the caſe. | 10 

The arrival of company obliges me 


once more to bid you adieu. 


I Q am come up again, for a moment, 


to tell you, Sir Thomas ſays, he can- 


not conveniently accompany Mr. Pad- 
ſtow, unleſs he will ſtay with us a few 
days longer, as he ſhould be very un- 
happy to leave me in this ſituation, and 

not 
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not knowing what formidable ſchemes | 


may be plotting for me at this time. 

Surely, my friend, he appears more 
amiable and deſerving: every time I ſee 
him.—Ah1 cruel brother, how are you 
changed ! One ſigh, Meliora, and then 
I muſt haſten down to Miſs Field, Miſs 
Oſmond, and Miſs Hart, whom I have 


Juſt left; they are all as chatty as ever, 
and failed not to aſk for my charming 
girl, whoſe happineſs, be aſſured, will 
ever be dear to the peace of her truly 


affectionate, tho' diſtreſſed, 
Lavinia KNIGHTLY. 
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when I have told her how well I have 


been employed. 


You are to know, then, Lavinia, I 
have diſcovered the lovely Miſs Step- 
ney. to be no other than Miſs Padſtow: 
 exults\ at the pleaſure it will 
give her good brother ;—fly to him 
with the happy news, which I hope he 


will hear time enough to prevent his 


going in ſearch of her; — tell him ſhe 
is ſafe at M. Caſtle. I am in fuch ſpi- 
rits I fcarce know what I vrite - but 
that I am, and ever ſhall be, with great 
— | 


Your faithful | 
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3 LETTER XIII. 
Miſs SOMERSET in Continuation. 


Mc. Caſtle 
\INDING myſelf a little more com- 


_ poſed, I will now -endeavour ta 
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acquaint my Lavinia with the particu- 
lars of this lucky diſcovery. 

Firſt then let me tell. you, Lady Moſs 
begins to fancy herſelf much better, and 
attributes it to. a ſalutary airing ſhe takes 
every morning with my auntgy during 
which time the counterfeit Miſs Step- 
ney and myſelf failed not to be toge- 
ther; nor did I ever ſee her without 
being more and more pleaſed with her. 
—] one day preſſed her very earneſtly 
to give me ſome account of herſelf, — 
She looked at me, and- ſighed, ſaying, 
Lou perplex me much, Miſs Somerſet ; 
but 1 find it a difficult taſk to refuſe 
you, though my misfortunes are of fo 

a nature, that I fear it will 
not be in your power to hear them, 
without being touched with pity for the 
unhappy ſufferer you now behold. — 
Tears for a few minutes ſtopped her 
further utterance : during this interval 
of her grief, I did all in my power to 

oomfort her.—At laſt, caſting her * 

| K 4 
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on me, Ah! Madam, + how ineffectual 
are all your kind endeavours — have 
ſomething here, putting her hand to her 
heart, which is immoveably fixed: Yes, 
ſaid ſhe, (ſoftly ſpeaking to herſelf) his 
dear ids is too firmly ſtamped on my 
memory, for the power of time to eraſe 
it. To- morrow, Miſs Somerſet, you 
ſhall know the cauſe of my diſorder; 
| till when, I will endeavour to compoſe 
and recollect my unhappy ſcattered 
thoughts. The return of my aunt, and 
Lady Moſs, prevented her ſaying more. 
Alfter I had left her, I could not help 
giving way to a thouſand mournful re- 
flexions on her account; nor did I ever 
wiſh for any thing more ardently than 
the arrival of the next day.— But I was 
unluckily then prevented from hearing 
what I ſo much deſired to know, by the 
unexpected arrival of ſome company, 
wich hindered the ladies from taking 
their uſual airing— This, my Lavinia, 
was a ſad diſappointment to me, as I had 
* * not 
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not even the pleaſure of communicating 
my thoughts to my friend Lady Frank 
ford, who was gone with a party to Ox: 
ford: her ſetting out was a ſudden 
ſcheme; it was propoſed by Sir Harry 1 in 
the evening, and, in compliatfie to his 
will, ſhe agreed to accompany him the 
next morning. Miſs Lucas, Lord Free- : 
man, and Mr. Buckland, are of the par- 
ty. Miſs Lucy Lucas is indiſpoſed, and 
gone to H. for change of air. Sir 


obliging as to aſk my aunt to let me 
make one them, but to no 
er the d by no means; com- 
ply with — requeſt; yet told them, 
when ſhe herſelf went thither, 1 ſhould 
- accompany her; till that time I muſt be 
content to ſtay at home: this I am not 
ſorry for, as things turn out. But, not to 
detain you with any more trifles, know 
then, I no ſooner; found myſelf alone, 
than I again flew to the apartment of the 
on priſoner, whom I found in tears. 
111 K 5 Ao 


Harry and Lady Frankford were ſo | 
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— No new cauſe of grief, L hope, Ma- 
dam ? aſked your inquiſitive friend 
She ſighed, and ſaid, No, Mifs Somerſet: 
was I to tell you the reaſon, you would 
probably blame me; indeed I ſhould be 
angry with myſelf, at any other time, 
for indulging a weakneſs I cannot at 
preſent account for. I have ſlept but 
little ro-night, and during that time my 
imagination was full of diſagreeable 
ideas. I thought I ſaw a perſon "who 
was extremely dear to me, in the ago- 
nies of death. My brother too, good 
man prefented himſelf to my view, and 
ſeemed full of trouble and anriety on 
my account; but when” I told him all 
my ſufferings, and implored his aid, 
he turned from me, as if unwilling to 
aſſiſt me; then ſtarted, and could not, at 


firſt, believe I Was tas ſiſter, till I convinc- 

ed him by this large ſcar on my arm, 
which he gave me when a child 41 
thought at this diſcovery he fmiled with 


his uſual affection, and began to tell 
me 


- 
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me where he had been to ſeek me; 
when I awoke; trembling all over, and 
ſo much terrified, that I have not ſince 
been able to cloſe my eyes. My ſpirits: 
at preſent are ſo weak, that it has brought 
to my mind a thouſand melangholy re- 
flexions.—I know, Madam, you will 
condemn me for being ſo ſuperſtitious, 
as to take any notice of thoſe idle ridi- 
culous dreams; but I aſſure you it has 
made a deeper impreſſion on me, than 
J am at once able to ſhake off. She 
again ſighed, and looked down; then, 
after a ſhort pauſe, continued: My 
brother is a worthy, valuable man, and 
I ſhould be very ungrateful, and unna- 
tural, did I not eſteem him with great 
tenderneſs and affection; yet there was 
one in the world ſtill dearer to me; 
but I am for ever unhappily deprived of 
him. Here ſhe ſtopped, and with her 
handkerchief wiped the briny drops from 
her eyes ;—then, looking ſtedfaſtly on 

me, ſhe ſunk back in her chair. Tou 
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may be aſſured, my Lavinia, I was 
greatly alarmed, and endeavoured : to 
comfort her all I could; but ſhe ap- 
peared quite inſenſible to what I ſaid; and 


claſping her hands together, lifted up her 
fine eyes, filled with the utmoſt; expreſ- 


ſion, ſaying, Ah! my huſband } my 
ever dear huſband !-—Theſe words, my 
friend, ſeemed to eſcape her involunta- 


rily, ſhe therefore tried to recal them; 
-whilit her delicate frame ſhook with con- 
fuſion at what ſhe; had uttered; —1 was 
amazed at hearing it, and having no 


other deſire but to ſerve her, begged her 


to place a confidence in me, which I aſ- 
- fured her ſhould never be abuſed.— At 
length recovering herſelf a little, ſhe 


ſaid to me, I want no freſh aſſurances of 
your ſincerity, Miſs Somerſet; but I. 
have now communicated that to you, 


which I firmly vowed never to divulge 
till a proper time. It was for this rea- 
fon J aſſumed the fictitious name of Step- 


ney, though my * one was Pad- 
ſtow. 


MisS SoMERSE T. 28g 


ſtow.— Never, Ibelieve, my Lavinia, was 
aſtoniſnment equal to mine, on her men- 
25 tioning this well known name -I ran 
to her in an extaſy of joy, and throw- 
ing my arms round her neck; ſaid, Let 
me embrace my lovely friend. Les, I 
will forever call you by that tender name. 
— And is it poſſible ?—Do I really ſee 
Miſs Padſtow ? That, replied ſhe, with 
a ſigh, was once my name; though I 
greatly fear, Madam, I am not ſo happy 
as to be known to you, having been in 
France ever ſince the death of my fa- 
ther, which happened when I was but 
eight years old. This circumſtance a- 
lone convinces me you are the very 
fame whoſe loſs we have all ſo much 
lamented. She took my hand and preſſ- 
ed it to her lips, ſaying, Have you been 
kind enough to mourn for the unfortunate 
Maria Padſtow? Indeed, I have, and 
am now inexpreſſibly rejoiced, that it is 
in my power to ſerve you. She looked 
on me in ſilent chankfulneſs, whilſt I 
took 
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took. from my pocket yaur letter, which 
brought me the melancholy news of her 
eſcape.— This, ſaid I, contains an ac- 
count of your brother's being at Knight- 
ly Court. Thank God! thank God 
interrupted ſne.— What do I hear ?— 
Am I awake?—and are theſe happy tid- 
ings really true? — Ah, Madam, I fear 
J am ſtill in a dream. My brother has. 
for many years been abroad; nor did I 
ever hear, by the moſt diſtant hint, that 
he thought as yet of returning to Eng- 
land.— am doubtful, continued ſhe, you. 


——- Indeed you are the very ſame 1 am. 
well convinced you are Mr. Padſtow's 
ſiſter; and am now ſurpriſed, that I did 
not long before make the diſcovery, as I 
this moment behold a ſtriking likeneſs: 
between you; therefore I will inſtantly 
acquaint Miſs Knightly with it, who. 
will ſoon communicate the happy news 
to your brother. —Sa ſaying, away. 1 


tripped 
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tripped to make you partaker of my 
that lettet concerned her, that ſhe: may 
peruſe it in my abſence. I begged her 
to have. a moment's patience, and I 
would return td her again. 
I was unwilling, my Lavinia; ſhe 
ſhould ſee how deeply her brother was 
aſſected at the thoughts of loſing her, 
fearing it would increaſe the depreſſion 
her gentle ſpirits already ſuffered. 
Immediately on my return, ſhe again 
entreated me to look at your letter, as 
ſhe ſtill ſeemed doubtful I had miſtaken 
her for another; therefore to convince 
her, I was conſtrained to read that part 
of it which concerns her; when, ſtart- 
ing from her ſeat, and running towards 
me, with the utmoſt delight, Les, it 
is, it is my brother. Ah hat unut- 
terable pleaſure do I feel, that I am fo 
near him? And is it poſſible that I ſhall 
once more behold him ? But then, what 
muft he think of me ?— Shall I not fuf- 


fer 


— 


_ 


ceouſim Blane ſo clandeſtinely i She look- 


what thanks are due to you!. -o 
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fer greatly in his opinion, by leaving my 


ed-tenderly on me, ſaying, Ah !-Madani; 


ſhall I bleſs the day I became acquaint- 


ed with you? though! I was uſed ex- 


tremely ill by that vile ruſſian I met in 


the field. My brother, I dare ſay, will 


endeavour to find him out, n 
ven ban n ble tt gnites 
But there is en that havwinfule. 


ed me ſtill more than he; but 1 will 
avoid, if poſſible, my brothers know- 


ing it, leſt he ſhould throw hinifelf in- 
to danger: yet, if he is not acquainted 


with it, what will he think of me? 
Perhaps he will ſuſpect me to be worſe 


than I really am.— I am much perplex- 


ed, and know not how to act. God pre- 


ſerve my brother ! I hope he will never 
ſuffer by my imprudence.— Appearances 
are ſtrongly againſt me; yet Lam not 
ſo criminal as the world may imagine 
me to be: but how wrong is it for young 

| women 


a 
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women to engage in private martiages! 855 


01 Miſs Somerſet, I ſhall” always 


have reaſon highly to condemn it— _ 


What diſtreſſes have I not been expoſed 
to, by taking this conſiderate ſtep! 
though with the only man 1 could ever 
like; nor will I, for his fake; ever think 
of ansther No, theſe ſables (pointing 
to a bombazeen'fack ſhe had on) ſhall 
never be changed for a different colouf- 
ed garb.— But 1 ſhiall tire you, Madam, 
I hardly know] What I ſay. She hid 
her lovely face in my boſom, ſaying, Oh! 
my head I fear it is at times diſordered. 
Il begged her to lie down and com- 
poſe herſelf; which ſhe: agreed to; and 
before I left her, I took an opportunity 
of defiring her not to hint the name of 
Padſtow to my aunt, or Lady Moſs, well 
knowing, my Lavihia, it is a found that 
would be no ways agreeable to them. 

I am really touched with her moving 
behaviour, thaugh I am yet a ſtranger 
to her real hiſtory, which appears to me 


very 


— 
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very myſterious, as I have not learned 
to whom ſhe was married, or by what 
means ſhe eſcaped from her couſin Blane, 


nor do I know how ſhe came to be ſet- 


tled in Mrs. Stapleton's family. There 
muſt certainly be a particular Providence 
over her to meet with ſuch valuable 
people as they proved to be; or to what 
innumerable dangers might not ſo lovely. 
à young creature have been expoſed?—1 
am ſo much concerned at hearing her 
misfortunes, that I have not had time 
to mention my on; though I aſſure 
you, my Lavinia, 1 am ſtill very unhap- 
Py 3 for the vile Foxchace is now here. 
He came laſt night, and ſtill perfiſts 
in the. ſame odious ſtrain. At his firſt 
entrance he found me alone in the par- 
lour, on which he ſnapped his fingers, 
and hummed a fox-hunting ſong for 
joy; then ſaid, he thought himſelf ve- 
ry. fortunate to have this agreeable op- 
portunity of entertaining me alone, pro- 
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miſing, he would be very careful not to 
offend. 

For ſome time he behaved with more 
gentleneſs than I thought it was in his 
power to do; but, on my anſwering him 
in a manner not quite agreeable to > him, 
he was in a moment off his guard, and 
again fell into his ufual unmannerly ye 
which terrified me beyond expreſſion. | 

Ah! my friend, what can, I do- 
ſer, as 1 am, on all ſides ? My fiſter, 
and Sir Peter Obrian-Rueful too are ex- 
pected here every day,—1I ſhudder at the 
thought. had almoſt forgot to tell 
you Mr. Lucas is indiſpoſed; he has 
not been here for three or four days. 
—My aunt and Lady. Moſs: appear 
much concerned at it. | 

Mr. Heartfree is quite recovered, and 
fet out_this morning in purſuit of the 
run-aways.—Lady Moſs ſeems better re- 
conciled to her fate, than I ever ex- 
pected hut how trifling, my friend, 
is all this Have I not too long delay- 


ed 
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ed telling you the concern I am under, 
at the unkind behaviour of your bro- 
ther? Indeed I have no patience with 
him. Ah! my Lavinia, how unwor- 
thy is he of ſuch a mother and ſiſter !. 

I think I hear ſome one coming; but 
before I conclude, let me entreat you, 
if poſſible, to prevent Mr. Padſtow from 
viſiting M. Caſtle. —He, muſt for ſome 
time content himſelf with hearing, that 
the dear Maria 1 is in ſafe hands, otherwiſe 
I fear it will be attended with a world 
of difficulties to your unfortunate 

| -MeLioka SOMERSET. 
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ITE Be M call. 
"AM this moment returned from vi- 
ſiting the unhappy Mrs. H. which 


I find is how the name of the once Miſs 
Padſtow. 
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Padſtow.— O] my friend, I have ſcarce- 
ly ſpirits to relate her ſufferings.— I am 
overwhelmed with grief at hearing them. 
— What dreadful dangers has ſhe been 
in Her brother, I think, muſt not 
know it whilſt in his weak condi- 
tion.,—She has, ſo far, my Lavinia, pro- 
videntially eſcaped from the deep laid 
ſchemes which were formed for her de- 
ſtruction.ä— But let me not anticipate. 
—] will therefore proceed to tell you 
her mournful hiſtory, in her own words, 
as near as I can remember. 
On my firſt entering her apartment, 
ſhe politely ' aroſe and handed me to a 
chair; then, ſeating herſelf by me, ſaid : 

All this morning, Miſs Somerſet, I 
have been endeavouring to compoſe my- 
ſelf, ſo as to be able to recite to you 
my unhappy ſtory, which, I hope, I 

all now perform with leſs difficulty 
than I could yeſterday. 

Know then, Madam, continued ſhe, 
that for many years after I rs placed 
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in the nunnery, nothing remarkable hap- 
pened ; my life was one continued-calm; 
My brother was then not far from me, 
ſo that I frequently ſaw him, and ſcarce- 
ly had a thought that I concealed from 
him; a truſt which he always encourag- 
ed, by placing a confidence in me by 
way of return. I was likewiſe in great 
fayour with Lady Abbeſs, conſequently 
had the honour of converſing very often 
with her; and was at no time ſo ſtrict- 
ly confined as thoſe who have 2 
3 liberty for the veil. _ 

I was fo much pleaſed with my Grua- 

tion, that' I 0 thought of ſtaying in 
it for life, and ſometimes hinted this to 
Lady Abbeſs, who 2 not greally to 
commend me for it. 
I had ſoon after an opportunity of ſee- 
ing my brother, and made him acquaint- 
ed with my intention, who could by' no 
means think favourably of it, and uſed 
many arguments to diſſuade me tom 
ſuch a reſalution. 


1 liſten- 
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I liſtened very attentively to all he 
ſaid; particularly, when he came to ſpeak 
of the great change I muſt undergo, 
with regard to my religion, which I had 
not properly conſidered of, having been 
taught by my couſin Blane, and Lady 
Abbeſs (who were both violently bigot- 
ted to the Roman Catholic religion) that 
theirs alone was the true faith, and that 
no ſalvation could poſſibly be expected 
for any that did not die in ny com- 
munion. 

My brother plainly Mſoveted the 
falſe notions I had imbibed, and did 
every thing in his power to prevent my 
continuing in them; he failed not, on 
theſe occaſions, to make uſe of ſuch 
clear arguments as ſoon convinced me 
how much I had been miſled. 

Lady Abbefs, all this time, flattered 
herſelf with the hope, that I ſhould one 
day take the veil; and from this opinion, 
ſhe indulged me with many liberties that 
were denied to moſt of the others. I had 

now 
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now often an opportunity of converſing 
with my brother alone, when he never 
failed to inſtil into me ſuch religious no- 
tions as he moſt approved of. And 1 
have often regretted, that I had not. be- 
gun earlier to diſcourſe with him on this 
ſubject.— However, my inclination. for 
the veil ſoon wore off; though 


who often told me ſhe. ſhould rejoice 


to make a convert of me. My couſin 


Blane frequently viſited me, and always 


_ Joined with Lady Abbeſs, in applauding 
my pious Faden. as they ned to term 


hows n 

I had not courage 3 to tell them 
of the different ſentiments I had ,now 
formed, though 1. one. day ventured to 
point out ſome few things which I ob- 


jected to, in their mode of worſhip; on 


which they both appeared greatly diſ- 
pleaſed ; particularly my couſin Blane, 
who told me, with more anger than I 
ever heard her ſpeak before, that if I 

did 


I had not 
yet hinted fo much to Lady Abbeſs, 
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did not alter my opinion im a few days, 
the would deſire Lady Abbeſs's permiſ- 
ſion to take me home to her houſe, 
when ſhe hoped to make uſe of ſuch ar- 
guments, as would entirely convince me 
J had been in an error, and totally re- 
fuſe every objection that I could poſſi- 
bly make to any ceremony they made 
uſe of on theſe ſolemn occaſions. 

Having ſaid this ſhe left me; I accom- 
panied her to the grate, where ſtood a 
number of ſtrangers, whom curioſity con- 
einually brought to our convent. —I ob- 
ſerved a young gentleman among the 
reſt, who ſeemed to eye me with a par- 
ticular attention; his looks indicated 
the goodneſs of his heart; I think I ne- 
ver till that moment ſaw a figure fo en- 
gaging. He drew towards the grate, and 


whiſpered ſomething I could not diſ- 


tinctly hear; however I was afraid other 
ears might have been quicker than mine, 


which obliged me to retire precipitately. 
Vol. I. L r eee 
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For two whole days I thought on no- 
thing but this handſome ſtranger,” nor 
did I ever wiſh for any thing fo ar- 
dently, as to ſee him once more; 
ſometimes I was extremely angry wirh 
myſelf for indulging ſo fooliſh a defire; 
then I fancied he might have been 
a perſon that knew me, and had ſome 
intelligence to communicate to me, or, 
for what other reaſon thought I, ſhould 
he look at me in ſo earneſt a manner? 
— In this way did J reflect for ſome time. 
One day, however, going towards the 
grate, 1 had the ſatisfaction of ſeeing 
him again, and was immediately ſeized 
with ſuch a tremor, that I could ſcarce- 
ly ſtand, and it was with the utmoſt dif- 
ficulty that I retired; I was never before 
ſo angry with myſelf.— What a charming 
opportunity, thought I, have I now let 
flip, of hearing what he had to ſay, be- 
ing then quite alone I blamed my fol- 
ly a thouſand times, though I could not 
account for the manner in which I on 

a ſucl- 
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a ſudden found myſelf, having before 


been taken notice of by ſtrangers in a 


more particular way than now, - though | 
I never regarded it, otherwiſe than by 
inſtantly. diſcovering it to Lady Abbeſs, 
which ſerved: to increaſe the confidence 


ſhe already placed in me; and her opi- 
nion of my prudence was ſo great, that 
J. was often ſet as a kind of governeſs 
over the reſt of my unveiled ſiſters 


but I was very unworthy of ſuch a truſt, 
for I now no longer wiſhed for confine- 


ment; but, on the contrary, deſired no- 
thing ſo much as being at liberty, which 
I never before thought of. During this 
time my brother viſited me, and could 


not help obſerving the change which now 


appeared in my behaviour. —1 was on a 
ſudden grown reſerved and peeviſh ; 

and, though I did not perceive it my- 
ſelf, it was viſible to every body elſe. — 
Lady Abbeſs was kind enough to im- 
pute it to the ſtruggle I felt at the 
thoughts of parting forever with my li- 
L 2 berty, 


0 HISTORY OT 


berty; therefore Would fir'down with me 
an hour or two together, endeavouring 
to reaſon ine out bf thoſe heretical ſcru- 
ples, as ſhe had termed the doubts I had 
mentioned to her in a former converſa- 
tion; but I had no reliſh for diſcourſe 
like this; my whole thoughts being en- 
| tirely employed on a different ſubject. ' 
'Þ Diſcourſing with me one day very ſe- 
Þ riouſly, we chanced to walk towards the 
| grate, where I again beheld the agree- 
1 able ſtranger As foon as he perceiv- 
ed me, a very viſible joy fparkled in his 
| eyes. | ; . A234 FE. 


| 
| 1 At this inſtant a perſon deſired to ſpeak 
Ky with Lady Abbeſs, in the next room.— 
| I trembled much, and would have ac- 


companied her, but the deſire I had of 
fatisfying my eyes with one glance more 
on the attractive object, prevented my 
following her.—I caught his eyes fixed 
ſtedfaſtly on mine ;—I was ſadly con- 
founded, and was about to retire, when 
he came towards the grate, addreſſing 
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me moſt politely, and ſipping a note | 
at the ſame time within the grate, which. 


I for ſome time refuſed to accept, nor 


ſhould I have been prevailed on at laſt 
to take it, had I not heard ſome one. 
coming, which proved to be noother than 
Lady Abbeſs, therefore I was obliged to 
ſnatch it up in great haſte, or ſhe muſt. 
have ſeen it. 


I was now very eager to examine the 


contents of it, and inſtantly xepairing to 


my room, was {ſoon ſatisfied of what I 
ſo much wiſhed to hear. The next day 
he came with another billet couched in 
the moſt tender expreſſions of everlaſting 


regard. 
My couſin Blane ſhortly after viſited 
me, and deſired to know what my ſen- 


timents now were on the ſubject of our 
laſt diſcourſe.I again aſſured her, and 


with ſome degree of boldneſs too, (thought 
the maiter required it) that I could by 


no means reconcile myſelf to the te- 
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nets I had before objected to, particu- 
larly the doctrine of tranſubſtantiation, 
the infallibility of the Pope, and their 
vain adoration of ſaints.—On hearing 
this, ſhe became quite angry, and in- 
ſiſted on my going home with her; tek 
ling Lady Abbels, that, with her per- 
mifſion, ſhe would return with me again, 
as ſoon as ſhe could root out of my mind 
the idle irreligious notions I had ſo foohſh- 
ly conceived, Al 

After taking a tender leave of all my 
companions, I quitted the convent, tho? 
I imagined 1t would be but for a ſhort 
time. My couſin Blane ſpared no pains 


in endeayouring to bring me to her way 


of thinking; but my brother's argu- 
ments had ſuch an effect on me, and had 
taken ſuch deep root in my mind, that 
it was out of the power of the moſt elo- 
quent tongue to prevail with me to al- 
ter my opinion, I refuſed to read her 
books, or liſten to her infatuated prieſts, 

by 
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by which I greatly incurred her diſplea- 


ſure.” - | 
Mr. H. which is the name of the 
gentleman I have before been ſpeaking 
of, ſoon found out the change of my 
ſituation, and I had now more frequent 
opportunities of ſeeing him, and if I 
was at firſt taken with his perſon, I was 
afterwards much more charmed with his 
underſtanding. His converſation was 
_ delightful and improving, beyond what 
I ever met with; he was polite, ſenſt- 
ble and learned, and could argue on any 
ſubject. His ſentiments too were fo re- 
fined and honourable, that few I believe 
ever equalled him ; none ſurpaſſed him. 
The greateſt trouble I now had, was, 
in what manner I ſhould acquaint my 
couſin Blane with it.— I feared ſhe would 
greatly object to it, as it would at once 


put an end to all her hopes of my taking 
the veil. 


Es I often 


$0 my couſin Blane, when I was told ſhe 
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TI often received letters from Mr. H. 
though it was a long time before I could 
think of anſwering them. Vet the ſtrong 
ſolicitations, and the freſh aſſurances of 
his ſincerity, at laſt prevailed; and I no 
Jonger heſitated to acquaint him with 
all that concerned me.— I aſſured him 
my fortune was trifling, nor had I any 
expectations of having an addition to it 
from, my relations. 

He anſwered this letter immediately, 
and deſired me to make myſelf eaſy, 
telling me, the conſideration of a for- 
tune was what had never yet occurred to 
him, nor ſhould he ever thipk of en- 
quiring into it, as he hoped he had ſuſ- 
cient for us both ; and earneſtly en- 
treated me that I would make my friends 


acquainted with the ſincere regard he 
bad for me, and ardently aſſured me he 
had no views, but what were ſtrictly ho- 


nourable.— This I never doubted, and 
was haſtening down to diſcover the whole 
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was 1 with company. I cannot 
ſay 1 was much — having | 
ſcarcely ſummoned reſolution enough to | 
tell her how clandeſtinely I had for fome 
time acted. 

I was again retiring to my apartment, 
elated with the moſt pleaſing proſpects, 
when I Jaw Mr. H. at a diſtance, deeply. 
conferring with faithful Betty, an honeſt 
domeſtic of my couſin Blane's, who 
was no ſtranger to all that had paſſed 
between us, it being through her means 
I received his letters. 

An acquaintance at that inſtant unfar- | 
tunately came in, which . hindered my- 
{peaking to him ;---however he obſerved - 
me, and looking dejectedly, made ſigns : 
as if ſome dreadful diſaſter had befallen: 
tum.—Alas! bow was I alarmed at this. 
ſudden: alteration !| and more ſo, when: 
Betty brought me the melancholy 
news which he had juſt. before receiy- - 
ed from England, that his mother was : 
extremely ill, and given over by her. 
L 5 Phys 
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phyſicians, yet ſhe earneſtly deſired, if 1 
poſlible, to ſee her ſon.— Therefore he 
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ſhould that be the caſe, and ſne not ap- 
prove of it, ſne might then act much 
to his diſadvantage, as a great part of 
the family eſtate was left ſolely at her 
diſpoſal. 

Thunderſtruck at this 3 I 
was incapable of forming any reſolution. 
In my firſt ſurpriſe, I was going down 
to communicate the whole affair to my 
couſin Blane ; but I ſtopped myſelf by 
the way, and conſidered, that I ſhould 
by that means loſe Mr. H. forever, a 
thought which was inſupportable. 

Never I believe was a perſon in a 
mope diſtreſſed fituation.---I could find 


no — of acquainting my brother 
With 


entreated me to conſent to be his wife, F 

before his departure, which was to be 1 
the next morning; but begged me to 
be ſecret in the affair, left it ſhould Bi 
reach the ears of his mother, telling me, F 
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with it, as I knew not where, he was, nor 
have I ſeen him ſince. 

Mr. H. ſpoke of the indiſpoſition of 
his mother with great concern, duty and. 
affection. | IT 

My regard for him was great: r than 
I can expreſs, and I had the higheſt 
opinion of his honour ;. yet I could not. 
help trembling, at the thoughts of agree- 
ing to a private marriage. And after 
revolving in my mind, as well as the 
hurry of ſpirits J was then in would per- 
mit, ſo many difficulties occurred to my 
imagination, as made it impoſſible for 
me to comply with ſuch an imprudent 
ſcheme.---I therefore at once came to a 
reſolution of acquainting my couſin 
Blane with the whole affair.---For this 
purpoſe I quitted my apartment, and 
was going, trembling, down ſtairs, when 
I heard. a female voice call-in a whit. 
pering tone, Miſs Padſtow !---On my 
looking round I ſaw it was Betty, with 
another Letter, which I refuſed taking, 

I. 6 till 
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till I had told my coufin Blane all my 


proceedings, as I feared, ſhould I firſt 
indulge myſelf with reading it, I might 


be diſarmed from my purpoſe. 

The poor girl was ſtartled with my 
intention, and repreſented to me, with 
tears in her eyes, the inconveniency that 
would now attend it, ſhould her lady, 
at this time, be acquainted with Mr. 
H. 's paſſion for me, ſaying, ſhe doubt- 
ed not but ſhe would be ſo exaſperated 
at finding I did not intend taking the 
veil, that ſhe would, in the firft ſallies 
of her paſſion, make his mother ac- 
quainted with all his tranſactions. This. 
conſideration at once prevented me from 
ſeeking my couſin Blane. 

I inftantly conſented to read his let- 
ter, which contained ſuch tender expreſ- 
fions, and ſuch noble, generous, and 
difintereſted ſentiments, that I could no 
longer heſitate how to act, but, impru- 
dent as I muſt appear, was reſolved 
fo purchaſe his, and my own peace, at 

the 
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the expence of a private marriage.--- 
But, alas! how was I in this miſtaken ! 
Here, my Lavinia, ſhe wept---but re- 
covering herſelf, ſhe ſaid, that Betty ob- 
ſerving the diſpoſition I was now. in to 
favour Mr. H. ſoon hurried away with- 
the happy tidings, as ſhe called them, 
and. inſtantly returned again to me with. 
a countenance full of joy, at relating, 
the pleaſure ſhe had given him,. though. 
he was much averſe to a private wedding, 
and ſincerely wiſhed it was conſiſtent. 
with his circumſtances to make. it pub- 
lic.---The reaſon of his firſt defiring me 
to make my friends acquainted. with it, . 
was, from a preſumption. that his mother 
might live many years, and in time be 
brought to think. favourably of it ;---- 
but he had fince altered his opinion, 
and would by no means give her the 
leaſt intimation of the matter, imagining 
it would occaſion her great: uneaſineſs; 
and fearing likewiſe, that, was ſhe now 
to know it, ſhe might, in the height of 
her. 
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her paſſion, be tempted to make ſuch 
an alteration in her will, as might pre- 

judice his fortune forever. | 
I never paſſed a day in more anxiety 
than this.---Betty had taken care to con- 
duct every thing with. the utmoſt ſecre- 
cy, having the entire management of 
the whole ſcheme ; and accordingly, the 
next morning at three o'clock,. ſhe con- 
trived to let Mr. H. into the houſe, at- 
tended by a venerable clergyman, a diſ- 
tant relation of hers, who performed the 
ſolemn ceremony with the greateſt pri- 
vacy ; after which they again retired, 
though Mr. H. firſt very tenderly en- 
treated me to make myſelf eaſy, aſſur- 
ing me, he would let ſlip no opportu- 
nity, which he hoped would be frequent; 
and that I ſhould receive his letters ſafe- 
ly, through the kind aſſiſtance of honeſt 
Betty ;. and told me too, that as ſoon as 
he had diſcharged his duty to his mother, 
he would inſtantly return, and joyfully 
acknowledge me to be his wife. After 
5 His 
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his departure, I immediately retired to 
my apartment, and throwing myſelf on 
the bed, gave a looſe to thoſe ſighs and 
tears, which in his preſence J had care- 
fully endeavoured to conceal. 

In this condition I remained, till rouz- 
ed by a ſummons to breakfaſt ;---howe- 
ver, I begged to be excuſed going down, 
as I really found myſelf much indiſpoſed. 
At hearing this my couſin Blane viſited 
me, and expreſſed great concern at the 
alteration ſhe perceived in my counte- 
nance.-- -But, Ah! Madam, what re- 
morſe did I not feel at ſeeing her ! -Eve- 
ry affectionate expreſſion ſhe made uſe 
of, wounded me more than the moſt 
poignant, bitter reproaches could poſſi- 
bly have done. 

I now looked on myſelf as unworthy 
of her friendſhip, and was on the point of 
throwing myſelf at her feet, and declare 
the deceit I had practiſed ;----but the 
inconceivable regard I had for Mr. H: 

the 
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che beſt of men too, put a ftop to my 
purpoſe. 


Here, my Lavinia, the chernkag girl 
ſeemed greatly fatigued, and was oblig- 
ed to be ſilent for ſome time, in order to 
recover herſelf.— I muſt follow her ex- 


ample.. 
Your affectionate 


MxLIORA SOMERSET. 


— — ann * * „ * * _ — 
* 


LET TEN. XV.. 


Miſs SouMERSET in. Continuation. 


M. Caſtle. 

1 NOW proceed nearly in Mrs. H. 's 
- words, but ſhall omit the particulars. 
of her indiſpoſition, which happened on 
Mr. H.'s departure. During this, her cou-- 
fin Blane behaved with the utmoſt ten- 
derneſs, and made her, if poſſible, ap- 
pear. more ungrateful in her own eyes 
than: 
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than before. However, ſhe' luckily re- 
ceived a letter from Mr. H. before his 
arrival in England, filled with repeated 
aſſurances of his ſincerity, and eyerlaſt- 

ing regard, which was a reviving cordial 
to her drooping ſpirits. 

Nothing remarkable happened tall he 
received another letter from him, dated 
from Red-Lion-Square, London, This, 
Miſs Somerſet, contimied the lovely 
ſpeaker, contained an account of his mo- 
ther's being much better than he expect 
ed to find her; at which he expreſſed a 
great deal of joy, telling me, as ſoon 45. 
her health was re-eftabbſhed, he intend- 
ed to acquaint her with our marriage, 
and hoped ſhe would not then diſapprove 
of it. Therefore he enlarged on the great 
- pleaſure and felicity he ſhould enjoy, in 
being permitted publicly to. own me 
for his wife. He ſaid d much on this 
ſubject, that I na longer repented of what 
I had done; but, on the contrary, amuſ- 
ed myſelf with a thouſand agreeable re- 


flexions, 
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flexions,---ſuch as my returning to Eng- 
land, and being happy in the conver- 
ſhtion of Mt. H. My brother too, I ſup- 
poſed, would be much pleaſed at my 
meeting with ſo worthy a man, and not 
blame me for engaging in a private mar- 
riage, when he knew my motives for ſo. 
doing} ii: £12) 12313: 354 | 
With theſe, and many other flattering 
hopes, did I often - indulge myſelf ;--- 
But, alas! Madam, how trifling, how 
tranſitory, was my joy || My happineſs 
proved ideal only, and I awoke to real 
anxiety, and dreadful perturbations. 
This I ſoon experienced on receiving 
a third letter, which was brought as uſu- 


al by Betty. But, good God! how can 


F deſcribe the ſhock I felt, at his telling 
me he had acquainted his mother with our 
marriage, on whichſhe was ſo much exaſ- 
perated with him; that ſhe had: forbad 
him her preſence for ever, and. was de- 
termined to diſinherit him as far as lay in 
her power !---But this did not cauſe him 

ſo 
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fo much uneaſineſs, as her diſpleaſure; 
obſerving again, that he had a genteel 
independent fortune: notwithſtanding, 
he more earneſtly than ever deſired 1 
would' {till be ſecret, and told me, he 
had very particular reafons for requeſting 
me to act with this caution; adding, he 
was then at a friend's houſe, about twen- 
ty miles diſtant; where he entreated me 
to viſit him, and uſed every tender argu- 
ment to prevail on me to come to him 
privately, which might be eaſily accom- 
pliſned by the aſſiſtance of Betty, who 
would ſafely conduct me to the place of 
his retreat; adding likewiſe, that nothing 
ſhould have prevented his waiting on'me 
himſelf, but a moſt dreadful pain he had in 
his ſide, occaſioned, as he ſuppoſed, by rhe 
great anxiety which he had ſuffered on 
my. account ; and feared, that, if he did 
2 ſee me ſoon, the conſequence might be 

atal. 
O Madam, to what a deplorable ſi- 
tuation was L again reduced Ten thou- 
ſand 
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ſand times did I wiſh I had never been 
born, and as often repented of my own. 
raſh folly in acting as I had done.---But 
when; I reflected on his illneſs, and re- 
Preſented to myſelf how much he ſtood 
in need of my tender care and aſſiſtance, 
I was, without any further conſideration, 
ready to fly to him,---Yet how dreadful 
vas the thought of leaving my couſin 
Blane ſo elandefiinely + 

I trembled too at fearing I ſhould 
forfeit the good opinion of my brother, 
by this imprudent ftep ;---but this con- 
ideration was over-halaseed, by the 
thoughts of what Mr. H. had ſuffered 
for me, by loſing the affections of a pa- 
rent, whom he had all his life- time high- 
Iy honoured.---How ungrateful, and un- 
dutiful then muſt I appear, not to riſk 
ſome diſpleaſure to ſeryve him, who had 
now the graateſt right to demand my at- 
tendance He is, thought I, my true 
and lawful huſhand ; and dare I one mo- 

ment diſpute his orders ? No. 
With-- 
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Without further deliberation I com- 
municated my haſty thoughts to Betty, 
who applauded my reſolution; and rold 
me the meſſenger then waited for my 
anſwer, and deſired I would be as expe- 
ditious as poſſible, as there was no time 
to be loſt. 

She likewiſe aſſured me, ſhe PT" hs 
every thing in her power to contribute to 
my eſcape, and forgot not to enlarge on 
the indiſpenſable duty I was under, of 
complying with the requeſt of Mr. H. 
ſaying, it was incumbent on me, now, to 
do all I could to promote his happineſs. 

This way of reaſoning was too agree- 
able to my inclinations not to be com- 
plied with. I therefore writ him a duti- 
ful letter, aſſuring him, I would be rea- 
dy at the appointed time. I committed 
it to the care of Betty, who ſent it away 
directly, fearing, as ſhe afterwards told 
me, I ſhould recall it. Had that been 
the caſe, how fortunate ſhould I have 

| then 
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then been !----What an artful villain 
ſhould I then. have eſcaped | 

-I am well aſſured Mr. H. would ne- 
ver have ſent for me, had he known in- 
to what hands he had fallen ; 3 but he, 
good man, was ignorant of 1 whole 
affair. 

The next night, by the aſiiſtance of 
Betty, I quitted my couſin Blane's houſe, 
and was ſoon after accoſted by a well- 
dreſſed man, who very civilly told me, 
he was come to conduct me to Mr. H. 
who was too much indiſpoſed to venture 
out himſelf, though he moſt ardently 
longed to ſee me ;---fo ſaying, he t:ok 
my hand, and led me towards a coach 
that waited at ſome diſtance. 

As the moon ſhone very bright, I was 
enabled to ſee a lady coming to meet us 
whom he introduced to me as his wite, 
ſaying, he thought it would be agreea- 
ble to me to have one of my own ſex 
on the road, and had therefore prevail- 


ed on her to accompany him.---I thank- 
ed 
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ed him for this kind conſideration, and, 


after taking a haſty, but tender leave of 


Betty, ſtepped into the coach: they im- 


mediately followed me, and ſeemed great- 


ly rejoiced, that every thing had been ſo 
quietly conducted; however, I attended 
very little to what they ſaid, being ex- 
ceedingly impatient to enquire particu- 
larly. after Mr. H. But their anſwers 
were by no means fatisfaq ory, and, in- 


ſtead of alleviating, ſerved rather to in- 


creaſe my affliction; which they obſerv- 
ing, begged I would make | myſelf ea- 
ty, aſſuring me, that nothing ſhould, on 
their part, be wanting, to coi. tribute to 
my happineſs : and telling me too, that 
they had known Mr. H. from a child, 
and had therefore ever regarded him with 
the higheſt affection. 

From this kind of diſcourſe I begun 
to find myſelf ſomev hat more eaſy.— 
But, alas! Madam, how eaſily was I 
impoſed upon !---I had never yet ſeen 
any thing of the world, having. been, the 
great: 
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greateſt part of my life, immured in a 
convent, and only converfant with a few, 
moſt of whom were as ignorant as my. 
ſelf; ſo that 1 was totally unexperienced 
ih the wicked arts, and vile ſeducing 
ſtratagems too often practiſed, and 
thought it was impoſſible for any people 
to act ſo baſely as I found afterwards 
theſe did. They took the moſt effectual 
method of ingratiating themſelves with 
me, by ſpeaking ſo highly in favour of 
Mr. H. though I am now well convinc- 
ed it was all diſſimulation. | 

Wie drove at an amazing rate, and 
ſoon arrived at an old-faſhioned lone 
houſe, where we were inſtantly admit- 
ted, and preparations made for our re- 
freſhment. 

I was half dead with fatigue of bo- 
dy and mind; nor could I partake of 
any thing they offered me, but preſſing- 
ly defired I might fee Mr. H. on which 
Mr. and Mrs. Waldron (I find this was 
their name) told me they would firſt go 

and 
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and gradually acquaint him with my ar- 
rival.---Accordingly they left the room, 
but ſoon returned, ſaying, he was in a 
ſound ſleep, and therefore thought it not 
adviſable to diſturb him; then obſerving 
how much I was fatigued, Mrs. Wal- 
dron adviſed me to lie down for a few 
| hours, ſaying, Mr. H. may perhaps then 
= awake, and my ſpirits would be better 
| able to ſupport me at ſeeing the altera- 
tion I muſt expect to find in him; be- 
ing (ſhe was ſorry to ſay it) emaciated 


almoſt to a ſkeleton. —Goad forbid ! re- 


plied I, dreadfully ſhocked at this me- 


lancholy intelligence.---She attended me 


to my apartment, and, after covering 
me up, deſired me to be compoſed, and 
then retired. « 

I know not how to deſcribe the man- 
ner in which I found myſelf.---The ac- 
count ſhe had given me of Mr. H. had 
rendered me inſenſible to every thing, 
and I remained like one ſtupefied. 


Vor. I. M at 
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Iz at laft fancied I heard the voice of 
Mr. H. calling me, therefore, ftarting 
from the bed, I inftantly quitted my a- 
partment-—but, alas! when 1 got into 
the pallery, I knew not where to find 
him: I tried all the doors, but they were 
locked. 
Mrs. Waldron now came up ſtairs 3 
ſhe ſeemed much furpriſed, when ſhe ſaw 
me ;- told her I thought I had heard 
the voice of Mr. H. and could no lon+ 
ger refrain from ſeeing him.---You ſhall, 
Madam, replied ſhe ; but promiſe firſt, 
you will behave with fortitude, as I 
much fear you will not ſee him many 
times more. It was impoſſible to ſup. 
this ;---I was incapable of anſwer- 
ing her, and ſunk down on the floor.--- 
How long I remained in this ſenſelefs 
ſituation, 1 know not; when I came to 
myſelf, I diſcovered many gathered round 


me, and heard Mr. Waldron angrily 
ſpeak to his wife, for acquainting me of 
Mr. H.'s _ ſo abruptly ;---ſhe de- 

clared 
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clared it had eſcaped her unawares, and 
that the ſhould never forgive herſelf for 
being ſo unguarded. 

Another fit ſucceeded this, which I 
believe continued much longer; and in 
this unhappy way did I continue the 
greateſt part of the day.---The few in- 
tervals of reaſon I had, were employed 


on calling upon Mr. H. and entreating 


them to remove me to him, which they 
promiſed to do, if I would be a little 
more compoſed---I will indeed, I replied, 
{carcely knowing what I ſaid; I will be 
every thing you will have me, if you will 
let me ſee him. | 

4 fixed my eyes on Mrs, Waldron, 
ſaying, Ah! Madam, what a deplorable 
ſituation is mine ?---May you never expe- 


rience what I now ſuffer.-She looked 


ſtedfaſtly at me, the tears ſtreaming down 
her cheeks, but I ſoon found them to be 

of the crocodile kind. 
I ſpent the night more wretchedly 
than can be imagined, The next morn- 
M 2 ing 
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ing I found myſelf extremely weak and 
low, when doctor Longman, a phyſician, 
who happened then to be in the houſe, 
preſcribed ſomething which procured me 
ſome repoſe.--- After this I found myſelf 
tomething better, and deſired I might 
get up, and ſee Mr. H. which Mrs. Wal- 
dron conſented to, and as ſoon as I was 
dreſſed, ſhe led me to his apartment.--- 
But, O! Miſs Somerſet, how can I de- 
ſcribe what I ſuffered at finding him 
ſpeechleſs ?---The room was ſo darkned 1 
could not ſee his face.---I took hold of 
his hand, which ſeemed to be covered 
with a deathy clam.---I aſked him it he 
knew me? when I imagined he did, by 
his endeavouring to preſs my hand to his 
lips.---I could not bear this moving ſcene, 
though, alas! I was reſerved for ſcenes 
of ſtill greater horror. | 
I ſunk, motionleſs, by his ſide, and 

continued in this manner for ſome time. 
On my recovering myſelf a little, I per- 
ceived a gentleman ſitting by his bed- 

ſide, 


MISS SOMERSET. 2435 


fide, who ſeemed quite overwhelmed with 
grief, but I afterwards found this was 
only a vile pretence to cover his ſpeci- 
ous villainy. 
Mrs. Waldron her bing how much I 
was affected, entreated me: to leave the 
room, telling me, that I only added to 
Mr. H.'s. diſorder, by remaming there, 
and taking my hand, ſhe wand tore 
me from him.” 

On entering my own pelt, ſhe 
ſeemed to be very aſſiduous in her en- 
deavours to comfort me, but all her ar- 
guments were ineffeftual.---I was incapa- 
ble of liſtening to any thing ſhe ſaid. 

I found myſelf 5 ill, and in- 
| dulged the pleaſing thought of not long 
1 Mr. H. f 

I was not afterwards, continued ſhe, 
ben to ſee Mr. H. but immediate. 
ly put to bed, out of which I did not 
riſe during many enſuing days.---I was 
the greateſt part of that time delirious, 
frequently, as. they afterwards told me, 

M 3 calling 
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calling on Mr. H. and defiring I might 


go to r but, alas! it was now too 
late, for he expired the ſame day I lett 
him, though I was not made acquaint- 
ed with Ny till I-was almoſt recovered. 
And then, Mr. Fenton, which is the 
name of the young gentleman, that ſat 
by Mr. H. 's bed- ſide, and appeared fo 
greatly affected at his illneſs, told me of 
it in the moſt gentle manner imagina- 
ble, and though it was no more than 
what I expected to hear, yet it was al- 
moſt too much for me. I remained in a 
very weak unhappy ſtate for a long time, 
during which Mr. and Mrs. Waldron, 
and Mr. Fenton, uſed all poſſible means 
to amuſe and divert my melancholy, and 
1 ſhould have thought myſelf very un- 
grateful, had I at this time 3 
them of inſincerity. | 

As foon tower chic: kw a 
apartment, Dr. Longman ordered me 
every day to take an airing, which I did. 
Mrs. Waldron and Mr. Fenton always 
acfom- 
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accompanied me. One morning we were 
going out as uſual, when Mrs. Waldron 
received a letter, which ſhe ſaid required 
an immediate anſwer, therefore deſired. 
J would excuſe her, as Mr. Fenton would 
attend me; but not much approving 
of this, I begged ſhe would permit me 
to ſtay at home, aſſuring her, at that 
time, I ſhould greatly prefer it ;---how- 
ever, ſhe would not attend to any ex- 
cuſe I could make, telling me, it would 
be wrong to let ſlip fo fine a morning, 
ſince my. health was ſo. much amended. 
by this kind of exerciſe, 

Mr. Fenton looked much diſpleaſed, 
at imagining. I ſhould object to going 
alone with him, having then no reaſon 
for ſo doing, as he had always hitherto 
behaved with the utmoſt. civiliey and 
good manners, . nay, more like a brother 
than otherwiſe, and feemed to pay the 
greateſt reſpect to the memory of Mr. 
H. having put himſelf into cloſe mourn- 
ing.---But, alas! my friend, how. are 

M. 4 . wee 
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we deceived by outward appearances ! 
What a.hypocritical garb was this to 
him! O! Miſs Somerſet, I had all along 
been deceived, by his ſinooth infinuatiag 
behaviour, | 
At length, by the earneft perſuaſion | 
of Mrs. Waldron, I conſented to go in 
the coach with him alone, and, for ſome 
time, he gave me no cauſe to repent it, 
as he talked in his uſual friendly way, 
nor had I then the leaft ſuſpicion of his 
being otherwiſe than he appeared. 
Therefore judge my ſurprize, Madam, 
when I obſerved him look ſtedfaſtly on 
rae, and graſping my hand, he preſſed 
it to his lips. However I tore it from 
him with an air of diſdain, but this did 
not prevent him. from going on in a 
ſtrain that was odious to me. I cannot 
pretend to recount all that paſſed, there- 
fore let it ſuffice to acquaint you, he 
made me an offer of marriage, and fail- 
ed not to ſay every thing that he thought 
moſt likely to bag with me.---But ah 
N | Madam, 
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Madam, how ſhocking was ſuch a pro- 
poſal to me! I inſiſted on hearing no 
more of it, aſſuring him, that the whole 


world ſhould never prevail on me to 
beſtow my hand a ſecond time. 


I' was accordingly diſpleaſed at this 
unexpected declaration, and would not 
liſten to a word he had to ſay more, till 


he rouſed my attention, by hinting how 


much I. was in his power. And would 
you, Sir, replied I, be mean enough to 
take advantages of the diſtreſſed ?--— 
--- Moſt certainly, Madam, when my own 
happineſs, nay, my life, is at ſtake. Yes, 
it all depends on 'you; - give me but 
this, (ſnatching hold of my hand) and I 
ſhall be bleſſed, beyond deſcription bleſſ- 
ed.---In this manner did he run on far 
a long time.---I was greatly terrified at 
what he had ſaid, and the thought alone 
ſoftened my behaviour to him, till we 

had finiſhed our uſual courſe of airing. 
On my. alighting from the coach, 1 
was met by Mrs. Waldron; ſhe pretend- 
M 5 a ed 


230 HISTORY OF 


ed to be ſurpriſed at my difordered looks, 
though I doubt not, but ſhe was well 
acquainted. with. the cauſe, I. flew im- 
mediately to my apartment, and locked- 
the door; then, throwing myſelf into a 
chair, gave way to many dif: le re- 
fexions. Often. did I afk myſelf. this 
queſtion, have I not deſerved this treat- 
ment by ſo cruelly deceiving my brother, 
and couſin Blane? | | | 
At length I was diſturbed from this | 
way of. reaſoning, by, the voce of Mrs. 
Waldron, who. defired admittance.---I 
aroſe. and let Ber in on which ſhe again 
yepeated, how much ſhe was concerned 
at the diforder Fappeared in. I related: 
en me with. muck aſtoniſhment, ſaying, 
= this all Madam, that: you was ſo 
_ Sightened at? All” Mrs. Waldron, re- 
_ peated I, you ſurpriſe me much, by mak-. 
ing ſo light of it: pray, had J not ſuf- 
leſent reaſon to be terriſied?— Ah! Ma- 
m, zeplied ſhe, I with it was other - 
** wiſe. 


| 
| 
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wiſe. I don't know. a more deſerving 
man than Mr. Fenton is.---I am ſure he 
means nothing but honour. God forbid 
he ſhould, Mrs. Waldron, but let him 
mean what he will. I have firmly pro- 
miſed never to forget the yows I made 
to Mr. H. I was. entirely his, nor will 
Lever be another's. | 

It is certainly wrong, Madam, repli- - 
ed Mrs. Waldron, to make raſn pro- 
miſes, as no one can at all. times anſwer - 
for themſelves ;---but I never look. on it 
as any crime to break thoſe promiſes which 
are made in a hurry. Let me therefore 
entreat you, to conſider of what Mr. 
Fenton has ſaid. - -Conſider yourſelf too, 
Madam, in the bloom of life. 

Hold, Mrs. Waldron, ſaid I, your ar- 
guments by no means ſuit me; — nor 
will. I ever more liſten to them. And 
let me tell you too, my promiſes were not 
made in a hurry. ; 

This ſhe received with a laugh, but 
I was downright angry, on which' ſhe - 

M 6 retired,:, 
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retired, muttering ſomething I did not 
underſtand. —I was very much ſurpriſed 
at her behaviour, and plainly diſcovered 
ſhe was wholly in the intereſt of Mr. 
Fenton. 

Mr. Fenton for ſome time endeavour- 
ed to gain my affections, by the moſt 
foothing behaviour, but finding that 
would not do, he had recourſe to the 
vileſt ſtratagems, and one day brought 
in a clergyman, declaring he ſhould per- 
form the ceremony at all events, if I 
did not inſtantly comply.---I ran towards 
Mr. and Mrs. Waldron, beſceching them 
to befriend me; but they both looked 
as his dependants, fearing to peak, left 
they ſhould offend him. | 

At length, by my earneſt tears and 
entreaties, "the clergyman was diſmiſſed ; 
but I was alarmed, and meditated an 
eſcape from this deteſted habitation, Mr. 
Fenton left no means untried to gain his 
purpoſe ; but finding them ineffectual, he 
at laſt concealed himſelf in my bedcham- 

ber, 
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ber, where I retired at my uſual hour, 
and, after locking the door, took up a 
book, with which I amuſed myſelf ſome 
time, then laid it aſide, and gave way 
to many uneaſy reflexions.—After a long 
time ſpent in uſeleſs diſquiet, I began to 
undreſs myſelf, and going to the cloſet 
to hang; up my gown, I perceived ſome- 
thing ſhine on the floor, when ſtooping 
down to ſee what it was, I perceived 
a man's foot, which made me give a vio- 
lent ſhriek, and inſtantly Mr. Fenton 
appeared from behind a heap of gowns, 
ſaying, with a loud laugh, Ha! have I 
frightened you? I could not immedi- 
ately recover myſelf, ſo as to anſwer 
him ; and when I did, the hurry I was 
in cauſed a great heſitation in my ſpeech; 
ſo that, I believe, he did not hear diſ- 
tinctly what I ſaid, nor can I myſelf now 
recollect it, though I am ſure it was 
every thing that was affronting, having 
loſt all patience. 

He 
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He at firſt endeavoured to ſoften me, 
by affirming he meant nothing but ho- 


nour, /qͤçgd:u Ty, 
him. . 


I could not diſguiſe my ſentiments. — 
Ichated his and could not help 
telling him ſo; on which his eyes grew 
„N! and fparkled with indignation,--- 
He flew towards me with great eager- 
neſs, ſaying, You are now in my power, 
and muſt take the. conſequence of your 
perverſeneſs. On this, he proceeded to 
liberties, that ſhocked my very ſoul.---- 
I' ſtormed and raved like a mad woman; 
but, alas! it was a long time before 
any one came to my - afliſtance.---I often 
called on Mr. and Mrs; Waldron, but 
they ſeemed deaf to my cries.— At laſt, 
when almoſt ſpent with the reſiſtance. I 
had made, I heard a. voice at the door, 
enquiring what was the matter. I then 
redoubled my cries, e ing them, if 


they had the leaſt degree of humanity, 
to break, down the door, and come to 
the 5 
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the affiſtance of an unfortunate creature, 
who was at the brink of ruin. 

Mr. Fenton all this while endeavour- 
ed to ſtop my mouth, ſwearing dread- 
ful. oaths, that he would be the death 
of the firſt perſon that ſhould dare to en- 
ter the room; but the good doctor Long 
man was not-to be terrified at. theſe me- - 
naces; —for it was . happily, him who . 
burſt open-the. door, and came to my, 
aſſiſtance. 

O! Madam, what a happy moment 
Was this! He to me as my 
guardian angel.—I ran to him, fell on 
my knees, bathing his hand with my 
tears. He ſeemed much affected, and 
turned from me im order to coneeal it. 

The. wicked Fenton was in fuch a 
paſſion, that he now. alarmed the whole 
heufſe, he would be revenged on 
Br. Longman, and wondering how: the 
devil he came there. 

The doctor replied, with much com- 
pofure, that the butler's wife was that : 


night. 
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night taken exceedingly ill, and had 
greatly alarmed her huſband, who had 
come to beg his aſſiſtance ; but, conti- 
nued he to Mr. Fenton, gentle means 
are moſt ſuitable to -the fair; leave- this 
lady to me, I'll try what perſuaſions can 
do.— This was ſpoken in a kind of 
whiſper, but loud enough for me to hear 
him, which made me. tremble leſt he 
ſhould be in league with the reſt. 

Mr. Fenton ſtill continued in a dread- 
ful paſſion, and told the doctor it would 
never be in his power to make him ſuf- 
ficient amends for this night's intruſion, 
and then left the room. 

Mr. and Mrs. Waldron then made their 
appearance, rubbing their eyes and yawn- 
ing, as if they had juſt; daun diſturbed 
from a ſound ſleep. 

I again implored their ad; but, las] 
I found, I was applying to the wrong 
quarter: for when I told Mrs. Waldron, 
the dangerous ſituation I had been in, 
ſhe. only made a pho! at it, ſaying, 

1. 
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it was my own fault, not did ſhe blame 
Mr. Fenton for acting as he had done, 
as ſhe thought he * — too much 
patience. 

Good God 8 a I, in 
the utmoſt ſurpriſe, do I live to hear one 
of my own ſex talk in this unbecoming 
ſtrain ?—Are theſe your real ſentiments, 
Mrs. Waldron ?---If fo, where ſhall 1 
find protection ?----I could ſay no more, 
but fell motionleſs at her feet. 

As ſoon as I came to myſelf, I ſaw 
them all round me, making uſe of va- 
rious methods to reſtore me to my reaſon. 

I endeavoured to ſtand up, but was 
too weak to ſupport myſelf.— Doctor 
Longman ordered that I ſhould be put 
to bed, which I highly objected to, H 
he inſiſted on it ſo peremptorily that 1 
at length complied. Every perſon but 
-Mrs. Waldron quitted the room.---She 
aſſiſted in undreſſing me, and I made 
ule of every argument to ſoften her heart; 
but it was flinty. 

As 
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As ſoon as I was in bed, Doctor Long- 
man came to me. I told him that I was 
exceedingly unhappy.— He then adviſed 
Mrs. Waldron to go to bed, telling her, 
he would fit with me for an hour, as I 
appeared in ſome danger. —She looked 

miſtruſtful, and at firſt refuſed to go.— 
At length growing very fleepy, ſhe nod- 
ded three or four times in her chair, till 
fhe had like to have fallen out of it.— 
Doctor Longman again deſired her to 
xetire, which ſhe at laſt conſented to. 

As ſoon. as ſhe was gone, he gave me. 


deteſtable character of a hypocrite, and 
pretending to fide with them, I begged 
6 him 
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bim to contrive Au method 1 my 
eſcape. 

He had not time to anforr | me, be- 
fore Mrs. Waldron returned, ſaying, ſhe 
could not go to bed in peace; and was 
determined to remain with me.— On hear- 
ing this, the doctor took his leave, de- 
firing, if I found myſelf worſe, that he 
might inſtantly be called. 

| Mrs. Waldron ſtaid with me till the 
morning, when Mr. Fenton entered my 
apartment, enquiring in a tender affec- 
tionate tone after my heath. —I was 
much terrified at ſeeing him, therefore 
could only ſtammer out, inarticulately, 
Pray, Sir, leave me! Doctor Longman 
entered the room juſt at that inſtant, pre- 
tending to be very angry with me for 
giving myſelf ſuch airs. 

He then, in a whiſper, defired Mr. 
Fenton to retire, and told him that he 
would try what effect his arguments 


would have on me: he obeyed, but left 
Mrs. Waldron behind, to give him an 
account 
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account of our converſation. The Doc- 
tor knowing this, and willing to blind 
them ſtill farther, launched out greatly 
in the praiſe of Mr. Fenton, and blamed 
me for my ſtubborn behaviour. 

I knew his motives: for acting in this 
manner, therefore liſtened to his con- 
verſation very patiently, which gave them 
ſome room to think, that I ſhould, thro! 
his means, in' time be brought to com- 
ply with the propoſals that had been 
made me. | 
I could not often help wondering, 
how this good man could find ſo many 
arguments in ſupport” of a ſubject 
which I knew in his heart he deteſted : 
but it was owing to this happy ſtra- 
tagem that I am now preſerved from 
the impending ruin that then threatened 

me.—PFor by this method he had work- 
ed himſelf ſo entirely into their confi- 
dence, that they now conſulted ' him on 
all occaſions, though Fenton declared, 
that if I did not very ſoon conſent to be 

| his 
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his wife, he would, without further de- 
lay, be revenged on me in a Arent 
way. 

Mr. and Mrs. Waldron applauded 
him highly for this reſolution; but the 
Doctor humbly begged they would leave 
the management of this 1 imporigpt ir 
to him. 

They agreed to this propoſal, which 
gave the Doctor an opportunity of pro- 
jecting the means for my eſcape. 

You muſt know that doctor Long- 
man lived but a quarter of a mile from 
the houſe where I was ;—he went home, 
and, by dint of money, prevailed on 

{ome people to come in diſguiſe the next 
night, and attempt to break open Fen- 
ton's houſe, and gave proper inſtructions 
to his own faithful domeſtics, to place 
themſelves at a ſmall diſtance, and watch 
for my coming. | 

I had kept in my apartment ever 
ſince the alarming night that I was ſo 

much 
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much terrified by Fenton, and pretend- 
ed to be much worſe than I really was. 
- This I did by the advice of my friend. 
the doctor, who did not forget to give 
me directions in what manner to prepare 
for my eſcape. 
At laſt acetic the appointed 
night, and all the family were retired to 
their repoſe, when I got up and dreſſed 
myſelf, then lay down again, trembling, 
leſt I ſhould be diſcovered in the preme- 
ditated attempt.—About two o'clock, 
punctually to order, I heard ſome people 
endeavouring to get into the houſe. —The 
family were ſoon alarmed great confu- 
ſion ſeemed to reign through every part 
of the houſe. | | 
Dr. Longman, at that inſtant, entered 
my room, with a large great coat under 
his arm, with which he covered me all 
over; then, in a whiſper, bid me follow 
him. —1 obeyed, and providentially paſſ- 
ed undiſcoprered. 


I no 
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I no ſooner found myſelf out of the 
hateful houſe, than I was received by the 
Doctor's faithful domeſtics, and conduct- 
ed to his delightful habitation, where I 
remained with great ſecrec The Doc- 
tor came home in two days after, not 
thinking it prudent to leave Fenton's 
houſe ſooner, leſt his impatience might 
have given them ſome ſuſpicion.— He 
told me, they behaved like mad crea» 
tures, on finding I had eſcaped them, 
and had diſpatched ſeveral meſſengers in 
ſearch of me; — but the caution he had 
hitherto obſerved, had as yet prevented 
their ſuſpecting him to have any hand in 
my departure; yet he feared it would be 
dangerous for me to ſtay any longer fo 
near them. 

I was ſtill greatly diſtreſſed, Madam, 
not knowing where to go. I was aſhamed 
to return to my Coufin Blane ; nor did I 
know where to find my Brother. 

The worthy Doctor, obſerving the di- 
| lemma I was in, adviſed me to return to 
England, 
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England, telling me he had got a rela- 
tion there, a widow lady, and he doubted 
not but I might live with her very ſafely. 

This propoſal was ſo agreeable to me, 
that 1 accepted i it with the utmoſt thank- 

Every thing was "OY got ks for 
my departure, and I now took leave of 
my kind preſerver with a heart almoſt 
burſting with gratitude. 

After I had left him, che. remem- 
brance of what I had ſuffered, ' and the 
continual dread I was in, Jeſt I ſhould 
again be diſcovered by thoſe wicked aban- 
doned people, kept me very unhappy. 

However, I arrived ſafely in England, 
and was ſo fortunate as to be politely and 
kindly received by Mrs. Stapleton, the 
lady to whom the Doctor had by letter 
recommended me; and with this good 
woman have I ned ever ſince, under 
the borrowed name of Stepney, till my 
unhappy meeting with that ill- mannered 
villain in the field, —But I will ſay no 
more 
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more of this, as it was, through his means 
I became acquainted with this wen wor- 
thy family. _ 

Doctor Longman writ a UE to Mrs. 
Stapleton ſome time ago, wherein he ſays; 
that Mr. Fenton, after having taken 
great pains to diſcover me, and finding 
it to no purpoſe, has at laſt left the 
neighbourhood, as | ſuddenly and un- 
known as he came into it; and I find, 
that he, and his whole family, were en- 
tire ſtrangers to every body there; nor 


can I imagine by what means Mr. H. 
became acquainted with them. 


The doctor likewiſe adds, he has ſome- 
thing to communicate to me, which he 
fancies will give me pleaſure; but I muſt 
have patience till he can give me a more 
particular account of ſome matters, which, 
at preſent, appear very myſterious to him; 
therefore he concludes with the comforta- 
ble aſſurances of our ſeeing him in Eng- 
land as ſoon as he can ſettle ſome neceſ- 
lary buſineſs ; but in the mean'time I'm 
Yor, I, N Uncertain. 
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proceed for Mr. H.. 


alas I is no more and my brother, I am 


doubtful, will condemn me. 

She reclined her head in filence on my 
boſom, whilſt 1 begged her to be ealy,. 
telling her I would anſwer for her brother's: 


| receiving her with his. ufual affectlon. 


She looked tenderly on me, ſaying, 
O! you are all goodneſs, Miſs Somerſer !! 
1 ſtopped her, by again aſſuring her, 
that F would uſe my beſt endeavours to, 
ſerve her ſo faying, I left her omewhat 


O! my friend, I am ſo deeply affected 
Fean write no more. I need not remind 
you to do all in your power to comfort 
her poor brother. How will his manly 
heart he oppreſſed when he hears what F 
have now written down drops my pers 
to give way to a ſhower of tears, which F 
kope will yield fome relief to the afffiftect 
boſom of your 4+ DE 38 
ro MxrrokA SOMERSET. .. 
End of the Firſt Volume... 


